
    

 

    

St. James’ Episcopal Church Steeple NotesSt. James’ Episcopal Church Steeple NotesSt. James’ Episcopal Church Steeple NotesSt. James’ Episcopal Church Steeple Notes    
November  2019November  2019November  2019November  2019    

    

Newsletter for the families and friends of  St. James’ Episcopal ChurchNewsletter for the families and friends of  St. James’ Episcopal ChurchNewsletter for the families and friends of  St. James’ Episcopal ChurchNewsletter for the families and friends of  St. James’ Episcopal Church    
The Rt. Rev.  Daniel G.P. Gutiérrez, Bishop The Rt. Rev.  Daniel G.P. Gutiérrez, Bishop The Rt. Rev.  Daniel G.P. Gutiérrez, Bishop The Rt. Rev.  Daniel G.P. Gutiérrez, Bishop     

The Rev. John W. Symonds, RectorThe Rev. John W. Symonds, RectorThe Rev. John W. Symonds, RectorThe Rev. John W. Symonds, Rector    
    

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting;* For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting;* For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting;* For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting;*     
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  ~ Psalm  100:4             ~ Psalm  100:4             ~ Psalm  100:4             ~ Psalm  100:4                 

Thank you to George Fritze and the Fundraising Committee for 
“A Celebration of St. James’” held on Friday night, Oct. 25th.   

We raised more than $3,800 and great fellowship was enjoyed by 
the  70+ members from across all three services and their guest.  

See additional  pictures are on page 7 
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You never know who might need help. 
 

“Give Veterans A Smile” Day 

Tuesday, November 12th 

Free Dental Care 

Call 610-836-5990 x 107 for appointment 
Community Volunteers in  Medicine 

 

Mysteries of Medicare:   
Things to Know about Medicare’s Annual  

Open Enrollment Period   
October 15 – December 7, 2019 

APPRISE is Pennsylvania’s statewide pro-
gram of free insurance consultation under the 
auspices of the Chester County Department 
of Aging Services and the State Health Insur-
ance Assistance Program (SHIP). See page 
10 for more information.   

 

 

 

 

 

� St. James’ Episcopal Church,        

Downingtown 

� St. James’ Church Thrift Shop 

� St. James Environmental Ministry 

� St. James Preschool 
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THERE WERE THREE MEN, all gath-
ered around the coffee station on a re-
cent Sunday morning in Bartholomew 
Hall during Coffee Hour, who, upon see-
ing me said, “Father, we were just talk-
ing about you.” More specifically, they 
were discussing the day’s message as I 
was approaching the coffee urns with 
my empty cup. My statement within the 
sermon that day, that, for us (fallible 

human beings), 1 out of 10 is always considered a failure. 
Yet, from God’s viewpoint, it connotes an acceptable 
amount; it is merciful. [see Luke 17:11-19, Pentecost XVIII]. 
One of the three wise man said, “Father, you didn’t use the 
example of stewardship and tithing. One out of ten works 
there.” 
 

Of course, he was correct, in a real sense, for those al-
ready tithing. However, before I even realized that there 
was a powerful “Stewardship talk” underway, the conversa-
tion among these brothers in Jesus Christ quickly morphed 
into how difficult it is to tithe. They were sharing as much 
before I even had located the creamer! These were their 
comments, not mine, by-the-way. [Its oftentimes good prac-
tice to being LISTENING to others after a sermon or homi-
ly; the preacher has already said her or his piece for the 
day/week.] One of them then commented on the practice of 
attempting to get closer to the tithe, perhaps having a fami-
ly/individual/couple increasing by a percent or two from last 
year’s sacred gift. In other words, it [stewardship/tithe] is a 
process. It takes time. 
 

Then it was stated that, all that we get [and have already 
received in our lives] is from God. So are we are not talking 
about “giving back” just ten percent to God? From this point 
of view, it is giving to the Church first. It is like “paying” for 
any other monthly need/service. According to the men, it 
seems that faithful stewardship is not about seeing what 
one has left over toward the end of the month, and then 
deciding, “well, I think this is what I can do this month.” 
Stewardship has to be intentional. By this time, I had my 
creamer in my cup, and was fully living into the moment 
that Stewardship was being openly and intentionally dis-
cussed among the laity and clergy. For me, in retrospect, it 
was and is a moment of awe and wonder and thankfulness. 
 

The final comment…perhaps the most uplifting one made 
within these five minutes…was one gentleman comment-
ing, “The kids did a fantastic job around the children’s mes-
sage today. I didn’t think that they would come up with the 
definition of “gratitude” like that, but they knocked it out of 
the park.” [I am paraphrasing here, but that was Man #1’s 
take. At this point, I had had two or three sips of java. My 
tank having been refreshed since the first infusion that typi-
cally occurs at 6:15am on Sundays. 
 

This less-than-ten-minute conversation recap from mid
-October is my “Stewardship Message” for the parish 
as we look forward to 2020. The irony of course, is that 
even with the truth from Holy Scripture that 1 in 10 works 
from a theological/biblical perspective, stewardship simulta-
neously struggles constantly because it is a fully-human 
enterprise. In the New Testament, Jesus simply says, in 
one instance, to be a “cheerful giver.” Stewardship, or the 
act of spiritual, financing giving---that of “treasure”---has to 

be in conjunction with prayer, with gifts of time, talents, and 
other actions. In essence, the process of charitable giving 
works and simply is because it is one foundational aspect 
of full, Christian discipleship. 
 

Should we be surprised to learn that all Three Men afore-

referenced are actively involved with specific ministries 
within the parish? In a number of instances, they are, truth 
be told, leaders of ministries. They do not wear collars 
around their necks; they are not serving as leaders on the 
Vestry. They are not, “guest speakers” from other parishes 
or denominations, talking up the art of giving in the Church. 
I am guessing that, no one asked/told them to offer such a 
testimonial on Pentecost XVIII during Coffee Hour. Yet, 
they are willing to share that Stewardship is an integral way 
of life within the Christian journey. 
 

While turning away from them, I tossed my empty paper 
cup, now devoid of coffee, into the trash can instead of the 
recycling bin inside the kitchen where it should have been 
placed. The overriding inference was that, this is not only 
what we as a community at St. James’-Downingtown 
needs to be praying about and practicing as faithfully as 
humanly possible, but that, it is the same for Christians 
everywhere. Following Jesus is bigger than any of us. Still, 
we are all called continually to be a part of it. This was and 
is their message.  
 

Thank you, my Three Brothers, for giving not only myself, 
but the whole parish the words we all need around Stew-
ardship. Not just words for a month or six weeks in the au-
tumnal season, but the words for a lifetime of discipleship 
in Christ Jesus. Praise be to God! 
 

All Peace in Pentecost, 
Fr. John 
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Billy Barger - USHER 

Charlotte Barger - PRAYERS 

Ryan Barger - USHER 

Caroline Bonds - OBSERVER 

Emily Bonds - OBSERVER 

David Brink - ACOLYTE  

Amaya Deans - GREETER 

Ella Deitcher – ACOLYTE 

Chelsea Feeley - GREETER 

Conor Feeley - GREETER 

Zach Lindner -  GREETER 

Zoey Lindner- GREETER 

Alayna Sharamatew - ACOLYTE 

David Symonds – OBSERVER 

Macayla Symonds - ACOLYTE/LECTOR 

Alex Taylor - FOREVER ENDEAVOR REHEARSAL 

Jack Taylor - OBSERVER 

Ben Zittle - GREETER 
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at all three services 
 

Very little is known about the life 
of Nicholas, except that he suf-
fered torture and imprisonment 
during the persecution under the 
Emperor Diocletian.  It is possi-
ble that he was one of the bish-

ops attending the First Ecumenical council of Nicaea in 
325.  He was honored as a saint in Constantinople in the 
sixth century by the emperor Justinian.  His veneration be-
came immensely popular in the West after the supposed 
removal of his body to Bari, Italy, in the late eleventh centu-
ry.  In England almost 400 churches were dedicated to him.  
[from Holy Women, Holy Men Church Publisher, 2010; p. 
104] 
 

Nicholas is famed as the traditional patron of seafarers and 
sailors, and, more especially, of children.  As a bearer of 
gifts to children, his name was brought to America by the 
Dutch colonists in New York, from whom he is popularly 
known as Santa Claus. 
 

W�> D> I S�� AA>?	 T��	, A���? 

Isn’t “LinkedIn” now also claiming the age-old adage, “It’s 
not what you know, it’s who you know!” that is important? 
At St. James’ Church, the following committees are identi-
fied by either the chair’s name so you know who to contact, 
or, if a position is “OPEN,” then it is suggested you reach 
out to the rector or to one of the parish wardens for ques-
tions or to share information pertaining to that specific min-
istry. In a few instances, leadership duties are shared (i.e., 
Altar Guild) however the individual’s name is typically that 
of a vestry member serving in said ministry or committee. 
For those spots which are OPEN, please pray that some-
one steps forward in answering the call for leadership. 
 

Three Standing Committees of the Parish 

Finance & Administration –Rob Deitcher 
Property – Tom Hudecheck 

Stewardship – OPEN 

 

Various Ad Hoc Committees 

Altar Guild – Judy Craig 

Education – OPEN 

Fundraising – George Fritze 

Membership, Communication, & Evangelism – OPEN 

Memorials – Judy Craig 

Nominating – Rob Deitcher 
Outreach – Rebecca Barger 
St. James Preschool Board Representative- OPEN 

St. James’ Thrift Shop Committee – Susan Edmonds 

Worship – Fr. John Symonds 

 

O� P?A��@ SC��<��G  
D?���G W>����C ��� 	�� A��>?�@����	� 

Liturgy means the “work for the people.” Throughout all 
services on a Sunday morning, if anything is to be said, it 
must be heard by all. Consequently, the Worship Commit-
tee is calling on YOU to speak up! That is, please secure a 
microphone and then use it by holding it right below your 

mouth. There are individuals throughout all three services 
that cannot hear what is being said unless voices are 
mic’ed. For Prayers of the People, please use the micro-
phone at the lectern or secure a hand-held mic before the 
service begins if you choose to make the intercessions 
from the pew. Lastly, please secure a microphone for all 
announcements made at the front of the church immediate-
ly following the Peace. 
 

O?	���@� ERC>  
Thank you to everyone for visiting our Outreach  

Expo on October 20th.  Please reach out to Rebecca 
Barger to learn how you can make a difference. 
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Thank you to all the volunteers who helped clean out the garden on 
the east side of the sanctuary, specially Tom Hudecheck for his 
leadership.  It looks great! 

Front row: Susan Sheridan, Ryan and Conor Feeley, 
Carol McConnell, Latoya Hunter, Kim Symonds, 

Back row: Kevin Prendergast, Jeff Bond, Jim Smyth, 
Tom Hudecheck 

Missing from picture: Dan Lindley, Don Harting,  
Gerry Frank, Jessica and Riley Prendergast. 
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Thank you to our fourteen St. James’ walkers, combined 
they raised $685. 
 

Top Teams (according to Church World Service’s website 
on D-Town’s event for 2019) 

 

Central Presbyterian Church - $1,307 

St. James’ Church - $685 

Downingtown UMC - $635 

Downingtown Friends - $552 

Grove UMC - $525 

St. Paul’s UMC - $175 

 

S�	?���, N>L��A�� 9 
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Join with the many other regu-
lar volunteers who participate 
quarterly in the Adopt-A-

Highway project along a two-mile stretch of Lancaster    
Avenue in the heart of Downingtown Borough. Volunteers 
are required to take on-line video training, and must be at 
least 18 years of age. The next roadside clean-up is slated 
for Saturday, November 9, beginning at 8:00 a.m. Partici-
pants meet in Bartholomew Hall ten minutes before the 
official start time to pick up supplies (gloves, safety vests, 
trash bags, etc.) and to pray! Our coordinator, Paul Okupni-
arek can be reached at  paulokup@comcast.net for anyone 
interested in volunteering.   
 

V>�?�	���� ������ V>� 	��  
F��� C����?C  
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Bring rakes, shovels, clippers, leaf blow-
ers and other garden tools.  Contact Tom 
Hudecheck to volunteer.  484-8881021 
or tom@hudecheck.com 

 

R����A�� 	�� T�>>C� �	 C����	��� 
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Hundreds of thousands of our brave soldiers, sailors, ma-
rines and airmen will be stationed overseas this Christmas. 
We'll be holding a special Veterans Day Coffee Hour on 
Sunday, November 17, to collect for our Christmas ship-
ments to the troops.  Please remember to bring food good-
ies, toiletries, reading and writing material that day and put 
them in our Troops Tote in the hall.  NOTE: Homemade 
treats are especially welcome during the holidays, so if you 
want to make something up (which can be shipped over-
seas without spoiling), please bring it in!  Any questions, 
call Tony Carroll (610) 405-6606. 
 

S	. J����’ C�?�@� ���� A� �>�	��G 	�� 
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We are in need of a few volunteers to help with providing a 
simple lunch (to be determined), set up and clean up.  
Please contact   Luann in the parish office if you would like 
to volunteer. 

J>�� O?� J2A Y>?	� V>� 	��  
T���<�G�L��G M��� P�@<��G 

November 23 at 8:45am 

Downingtown West  
High School Cafeteria  

When you enter from 322, turn left and drive 
around to back of school to the cafeteria. 

Join other St. James’ members who are volunteering to 
help with packing Thanksgiving dinners for the Lord's Pan-
try families.  Volunteers are also needed to help carry box-
es out to the families’ cars. Please look for the sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board or contact Beth Sharamatew at  
Betharamas@yahoo.com.   
 

Lord’s Pantry Christmas Adoption 

Make a Downingtown child’s Christmas a little happier by 
helping to put a gift under their tree.  St. James’ is adopting 
6 families this year to provide clothing, toys and gift 
cards.  Would you like to help?  Look for the sign-up sheets 
on the glass display case in the chapel.  Don’t forget to 
take a reminder slip with your child’s wishes!  Unwrapped 
gifts must be returned by Sunday, November 24th. 

 

N>L��A�� 24 �� Y>?� L��	 @���@� 	>  
D>��	�  P>@<�	 C���G� 

Thank you again to everyone 
who has been bringing nickels, 
dimes, and quarters to church 
each week for the "Pocket 
Change for a Positive Purpose" 
fundraising campaign. There is 
still time to get rid of more un-
wanted pocket change and have 
those coins go towards a positive 

purpose!  The big jug will be in the hallway until Sunday, 
November 24th (the last Sunday in the season of Pente-
cost) and all money raised will be used to purchase and 
send free books to help children of divorced parents. Sam-
ples of the four books we give away are available for re-
view in the church library, in a large envelope with the 
BOUNCING BACK logo. To read reviews of the books, visit 
our online ordering page at bborderpage.blogspot.com. 
The children who receive these books appreciate your 
compassion and support. We will have a special prayer of 
Thanksgiving on November 24th and the big jug will be re-
moved after the 11 AM service. As of October we had al-
ready exceeded our original $800 campaign goal by more 
than 50%. Praise and thanks be to God! Look for the grand 
total of money collected during our campaign in the bulletin 
and Steeple Notes in December!  
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Church School 
St. James' Church's Church School program has experi-
enced a number of changes within the last few years. 
Whether it be: the retiring of church school volunteer teach-
ers; the moving away by some families by simply 
"outgrowing" the programming; not replacing our former 
part-time Christian Education Coordinator position; the 
transition back to the Journey to Adulthood curriculum from 
the much more concentrated Confirm not Conform (CnC) 
Confirmation curriculum; or physically moving Weaving 
God's Promises (WGP) into the center of Bartholomew 
Hall. In the minds of some, we have experienced losses. 
But we have also continually been praying about this 
unique call, adapting to changes, and repeatedly creating 
the space---both literally and figuratively---which makes the 
INVITATION relevant for a new beginning. 
 

Consequently, the Good News is multifold: we now have, I 
believe, not perhaps more "dedicated," but from what I 
have been observing, more energized and hopeful teach-
ers and mentors. It is their vitality and passion for our 
young people that is helping to create the loving, nurturing, 
caring, and most importantly Christ-based instructional and 
pastoral model that is INVITING families and youth back. 
Or, that is making them feel WELCOME their first time in 
an Episcopal church. We are beginning again to make 
CONNECTIONS that are  creating stronger bonds together. 
That we are committed to being present every Sunday, re-
gardless of the number of youth attendees should help an-
swer the question: am I going to want to come back with 
my kids to a church if they are only meeting sporadically?  
 

Two well-known academics who were also teachers of 
adults from the latter part of the 20th century, Myles Horton 
and Paulo Freire, embody this entire dynamic. That is, 
of being present with one another and journeying together. 
They share as much in their nominal work, We Make The 
Road By Walking: Conversations on Education and Social 
Change. (Temple University Press, 1990.) Our church 
school teachers and mentors share this philosophy by how 
they are practicing their own spiritual journeys with their 
charges.  
 

Therefore, I encourage you to get to know our various pro-
grams/offerings. Introduce yourself to the WGP teachers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seek out the Rite 13 class downstairs some Sunday morn-
ing and peek in to witness what they are doing.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop by the J2A group as you pass the Library: thank the 
youth who are present; share with them how meaningful 
it is for you when you witness them enjoying the topic of the 
day with their leaders.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

And, pray over what is to come, especially when we do 
not even know how or when new opportunities will arise 
(like a social media approach to gathering a new cluster of 
older high school-aged adolescents...thank you Jess 
and Cody)! Without any doubt, a new era of Church School 
is forming at St. James' Church.  

"This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice  
and be glad in it." - Psalm 118:24    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Taylor rehearsing  with the Forever      

Endeavor Band to play at the 9am service!!   
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November is an exciting time at the 
preschool.  Though our trips to the 
playground are a bit chilly, we still en-
joy getting our outside time and fresh 
air.  October was exciting!  We took 
field trips to Highland Orchards to pick 
apples, enjoy a hayride, build a scare-
crow and eat apple cider donuts!  So 
much fun!  We also went to see the 

stars at the West Chester University Planetarium.  Minquas 
Fire Company came to visit us and taught us all about fire 
safety—they even let us climb inside their fire truck! 
 

We look forward to spending some time with the children 
and their dads or special family member on Nov. 6 for Dad-
dies’ Night.  This year will be our 10th annual Bingo Night 
with Daddy!  The children will have a fabulous time getting 
some one on one time with Daddy and playing autumn and 
Thanksgiving themed bingo. 
 

We will all be spending time discussing Thanksgiving cele-
brations, turkeys, and things that we are thankful for.  One 
of our favorite traditions is the Thanksgiving feast where we 
Pilgrims and Indians from different classes gather together 
to share a meal in our traditional costumes that we make in 
class.  Following a sing-a-long the children will feast on 
turkey sandwiches, applesauce and popcorn.   
 

As 2019 is winding down, it’s time to start thinking about 
registration for 2020/21 already!  We give St. James pre-
school families first priority in registering for classes.  Reg-
istration for our families begins in December before we 
open up registration to the community.   
 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to stop in the office. 
 

We wish you and your families a happy, healthy Thanksgiving. 
Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla 

St. James’ Preschool Halloween Parade 
 

S	. J����’ B>>< C�?A N��� 

November:  
The Only Woman in the Room by Benedict 
She was beautiful; she was a genius, and she became 
Hedy Lamarr. 
December:  
Truce by Jim Murphy 

This is a book from the juvenile section which tells the story 
of a remarkable happening at Christmas during a world 
war. 
 

 

Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
     For Thursday, November 7 Gathering at 6:00 a.m.…. 

JOIN US for a simple breakfast (coffee, oj, cereal, and hard
-boiled eggs) and fellowship for the first 30 minutes. For the 
second half-hour of the time together, the group will be cov-
ering the following three chapters from the Book of Gene-
sis: 19 – Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed; 20 – Abraham 
and Abimelech; and 21 – The Birth of Isaac. The EMPB 
closes in prayer as we go around the table, making thanks-
givings or supplications for loved ones, ourselves and the 
world, followed by “Lord, in your mercy.” The final offering 
of the morning is the corporate sharing of The Lord’s Pray-
er. 
 

A�?�	 B�A�� W B>>< S	?�  
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As part of the Education Committee’s 
ongoing commitment toward Adult 
Christian Education, Fr. John will be 
offering a book/bible study on the first 
three Tuesday nights, Dec. 3rd; Dec. 
10th, and Dec. 17th, of the Season of 
Advent. The book to be discussed is 
Walking the Road to Bethlehem: Your 
Journey to Christmas by Adam Hamil-
ton. Based upon the number of at-
tendees, the gatherings will be held in 
either the Parish Library or Bartholo-

mew Hall. Participants should plan on obtaining their own 
copy of Hamilton’s work; moreover, it is anticipated that 
each night will cover roughly one-third of the book. For 
those readers who may be unfamiliar with Adam Hamilton, 
he is the senior pastor of Church of the Resurrection 
(United Methodist Church) in Leawood, Kansas, a mega-

church in the Midwest. But he is perhaps best known as a 
contemporary Christian writer and theologian. Some of his 
works include: The Journey and 24 Hours That Changed 
the World. His writing is very accessible and many of his 
offerings are tailored toward small group studies within 
church settings. The study will begin at 6:30 p.m. and run 
until 7:45 p.m. for each of the three successive Tuesday 
nights. For more information, please contact Fr. John Sy-
monds at john@stjameschurchdowningtown.com. 
 

Children's Sermon Time at the 9am service 
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 Jack Mea  November 4 

 Sam Benne  November 5 

 George Fritze Sr. November 5 

 Tim Gemmell November 7 

 Patty Edge  November 9 

 Will Free  November 9 

 Carly Sharamatew November 10 

 Ranee Shipley November 12 

 George Hotton November 14 

 George Zeiner November 15 

 Brett Leister  November 18 

 Rob Deitcher November 20 

 Doris Bray  November 21 

 Kathy Voltz  November 22 

 Conor Feeley November 23 

 Dort Auer  November 25 

 Darlene Kimber November 26 

 Jim Smyth  November 26 

 Matt Zittle  November 27 

 Rosa Butler  November 28 

 Jane Dalziel  November 28 

 Piper Hudecheck November 30 

  

 

 

 

A�	�� F�>���� ��� G�L�� ��  
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November 3 

Maurice Felton (M) 
given by Jack & Lee Edmond 

 

Edward Schmid (M) 
given by Edward Schmid, Jr. 

 

 

November 10 

Jim Craig (M) 
given by Judy Craig 

 

Elizabeth M. Whiteman (M) 
given by Jack & Lee Edmonds  

 

 

November 17 

Chester Whiting, Jr. (M) 
given by Chet Whiting 

 

 

November 24 

Jacob V. Edge (M) 
Edmund Cosgriff (M) 
given by Patty Edge 

 

Altar Flowers can be given each Sunday (except during 
Lent) in memory of or in thanksgiving of a loved one.   

Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar Guild Flow-
er Book located on the table outside the Chapel. Envelopes 

for payment ($50) are next to the book.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

H>�C�	���\�	�>� R�������  
It is important to notify the rector or parish 

administrator when you or a family member 
is in the hospital.  Due to privacy laws,  hos-
pitals are no longer able to give the church 
information.  Please let us know when you 
are in the hospital.   After hours pastoral 
emergencies, our rector can be reached at 

610-314-5482 

Free is Good 

• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE            HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 



  9 

 

C������� V>� N>L��A�� 2019 

Calendar is subject to changes/additions/corrections 

Friday,  November 1 All Saints’ Day 

 7pm  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
   

Saturday, November 2 

Diocese of PA Convention - Philadelphia 

6:30pm AA Support Group meeting - BH 

 

Sunday, November 3, The 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary with Baptism 

 10am Coffee Hour and Fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School, Rite13 & J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

  

Tuesday, November 5 - Election Day 

  

Wednesday, November 6 

9am - 11:30am   St. James Preschool School Toddler Talk - BH 
 6pm St. James Preschool Daddy’s Night - BH 
 

Thursday, November 7 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

 

Saturday, November 9 

8am - 10am Adopt A Highway clean up  

6:30pm AA Support Group meeting - BH 

 

Sunday, November 10,  The 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee Hour & Fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School, Rite13 & J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Monday, November 11 Veteran’s Day 

 

Tuesday, November 12 

 10am Morning Prayer at St. James Place 

 

Wednesday, November 13 

9am - 11:30am   St. James Preschool School Toddler Talk - BH 
10:30am/2pm     St. James Preschool Chapel time with Fr. John 
   

Thursday, November 14 

6am  Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

9:15am St. James Preschool PTO meeting - BH 

10:30am St. James Preschool Chapel time with Fr. John 
11:45am St. James Preschool Staff meeting 

 

Friday, November 15 

 11am Book Club at Downingtown Country Club 

 

Saturday, November 16 

9am-11am Fall Clean up for the parish 

9am-12:30pm  Rite 13 room painting  

6:30pm AA Support Group meeting - BH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 17, The 23th Sunday after Pentecost 
Troop Sunday Coffee Hour 

7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee Hour and Fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School, Rite13 & J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Wednesday, November 20 

9am - 11:30am   St. James Preschool School Toddler Talk - BH 
12:30pm Clericus Meeting & Lunch  for the Brandywine 

  Deanery-BH 
7pm  Vestry Meeting - BH 

  

Thursday, November 21 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

St. James Preschool Feast Days - classrooms 

 

Friday, November 22 

St. James Preschool Feast Days - classrooms 

  

Saturday, November 23 

8:45am Lord’s Pantry Thanksgiving Meal Packing at DWHS 

6:30pm AA Support Group meeting - BH 

 

Sunday, November 24, The Last Sunday after  
Pentecost: Christ the King  
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee Hour and Fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School, Rite13 & J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 
 

Monday, Nov 25 and Tuesday, Nov 26 

St. James Preschool Conferences - no classes through 
Dec 2. 
 

Thursday, November 28, Thanksgiving Day 

 10am Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

Saturday, November 30 

6:30pm AA Support Group meeting - BH 

 

 

 

C�>�� R�������� 

Wednesday at 7:30pm 

in the Sanctuary 

 

F>��L�� E����L>� R�������� 

Thursday at 7pm 

in the Sanctuary 

 

E@?����@�� M��’� P���� B���<V��	  
The group meets in Bartholomew Hall  

every Thursday from 6am to 7am 
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Vestry Members  - Term 2020 

Judy Craig 

Susan Edmonds 

Tim Gemmell 
Cathy Weisser 

Vestry Members – Term 2021 

Rob Deitcher  
JoAnn Mattia  

 

 

Vestry Members – Term 2022 

Rebecca Barger          
Kim Lindner 

Rebecca Ward 

S?��� S��L�@� S@���?��  
7:45am - Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9am -  Holy Eucharist Rite II, Contemporary with Forever Endeavor Band  
10am - Fellowship and Coffee Hour in Bartholomew Hall  

11am - Holy Eucharist Rite II, Traditional with Organ and Choir 
10am - Church School, Rite13 and J2A classes 

Nursery care available during the 9am and 11am services 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rector 
The Rev. John W. Symonds 

 john@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 

Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
Luann McIlvaine  

parishoffice@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 

Organist 
Jim Zeloyle 

Sexton 

John Eagle 

Sunday Nursery Attendants 

Courtney Barnard and Karen Daniels 

 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 

409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 

Open Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 3pm 

Closed Fridays 

 

St. James’ Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  
Manager: Shirley Tompkin 

Tuesday and Thursday - 2pm to 5pm 

Saturday - 9am to 3pm 

 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525  
Co-Directors: Suzanne Diodato & Johanna Uggla 

www.stjamespreschool.com  

M�	����� >V M���@���:   
T���G� 	> K�>� �A>?	 M���@���’� A��?��  

OC�� E��>�����	 P���>�   
O@	>A�� 15 – D�@��A�� 7, 2019 

***Personal note from Luann (parish administrator).  
My husband, Pete is retired and on Medicare.  We decided 
to take advantage of this free service provided by          
APPRISE to see if we indeed had the right coverage for 
him.  We learned so much about Medicare, especially 
about Part D for prescriptions.  After reviewing different 
plans, Pete signed up for a new Part D plan with a different 
insurance company for 2020, helping us to save on the 
cost of prescriptions.  Most importantly, one of the drugs 
his current plan does not cover, will be covered by the new 
plan.  The appointment takes about an hour and half and is 
worth your time!  And it is worth your time to review your 
coverage every year. See the last paragraph below if you 
are new to Medicare. 
 
During the 2019 Medicare Annual Open Enrollment Period 
(AOEP), you can make changes to your Medicare Prescrip-
tion Drug Plan (Part D) or your Medicare Advantage Plan 
(Part C).  These changes would be effective January 1, 
2020. Medicare AOEP is for people who already have 
Medicare and would like to review their coverage for the 
upcoming year. 
 

If you would like assistance in reviewing these possible 
changes APPRISE is ready to assist you. APPRISE is 
Pennsylvania’s statewide program of free insurance con-
sultation under the auspices of the Chester County Depart-
ment of Aging Services and the State Health Insurance 
Assistance Program (SHIP).   
 

When evaluating your plans, check changes to benefits, 
network areas, the formulary, copays, drug tiers, and/or 
premiums.  Any of these changes could put you at risk for a 
cost you would not be expecting.   
 

 APPRISE counseling is FREE, unbiased, personalized 
and confidential.  Appointments to review your Medicare 
options for 2020 are available in many locations in Chester 
County, including senior centers, township buildings, librar-
ies and the Chester County Government Services Center.  
Contact the senior centers directly to schedule appoint-
ments at their location.  For other locations call 610-344-

5234 (after September 15th) to leave a message and an 
APPRISE volunteer will contact you within one business 
day to schedule your appointment.  
 

For individuals who will be new to Medicare, please call the 
general Helpline 610-344-5004 for assistance or one of the 
senior centers directly. You can find additional information 
on the APPRISE webpage https://chesco.org/477/Apprise-

Medicare-Counseling 

 

 

 

F�>��� D���L�� V>�?�	���� N����� 

Volunteers are needed to help deliver the altar flowers 
each Sunday after the last service.  The flowers are taken 
to members for various reasons, such as an illness, are in 
the hospital, had a death in the family, purchased a new 
house, welcomed a baby, celebrating a birthday, a baptism 
or other special events in their lives.  The flowers are a way 
of letting our members know we are thinking of them and 
they are in our prayers.    We currently have six volunteers 
and would like a few more.   
 

This is a very rewarding ministry and brings joy to many 
people.  Please talk to our current volunteers, Jean Frank, 
Lee Edmonds, Leslie Smith, Sandy Hodson and Sam and 
Judy Benne to learn more and ask questions.   
 

Please contact Jean Frank at jfrank228@comcast.net or 
the parish office to volunteer 


