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at St. Anthony’s Lodge  
259 Church Street, Downingtown 

 

Don’t miss this special social event as we celebrate St. 
James’ Church, gathering not only with friends, old and 
new, but also to help financially support our many minis-
tries, activities and outreach.   
 

Please feel free to invite family and friends as we cele-
brate 175+  years as an active and vibrant parish in the 
Downingtown community. 
 

Along with enjoying a delicious dinner and music, there 
will be a 50/50 raffle and a few other fun activities to 
help with the fundraising (bring cash). 
 
You should have received your invitation in the mail or 
via email, please return your RSVP with your check to 
the St. James’ parish office by Sunday, October 20th.  
(You can also place it in the Sunday collection plate.) 
 

We look forward to an evening of fellowship with our St. 
James’ parishioners and guests. 
 

This event is for adults only 
 

Please RSVP by Sunday, October 20th 

For more information, contact George Fritze 
george@cpcsys.com 

Questions about RSVP, contact the parish office 

610-269-1774 or  
parishoffice@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 
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The Downingtown Area Ministerium is overseeing the event 
which will begin again this year at Central  

Presbyterian Church. Registration begins at 1:00 pm and 
walk start-time is 2:00 p.m. 

 

For more information, contact Fr. John at 
610-314-5482 or john@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 
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Classes for ages 4 to 10 (Pre-K to 5th grade)  

meet in Bartholomew Hall.   
Registration and information about   

Weaving God’s Promise Curriculum  
are available.   

R	�� 13 C$�

  
will meet in classroom  - downstairs 

11 to 13 (Grades 6th and 7th) 
J2A  

will meet in the Library 

14 - 15 (Grades 8th and 9th) 
Parish’s Older Adolescents 

Something new is coming to St. James'! How about a brand 
new youth gathering for high school-aged youth? Jessica 
Prendergast and Cody Colaw will be joining forces to lead 
the new group. Keep watch for more details. 
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See pages 4 and 5 for 
Outreach Opportunities at  

St. James’ Church 
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Just about ten days ago, our 
church’s House of Bishops con-
cluded its biannual get-together 
during which they talk (and pray) 
about our denomination. As the 
Episcopal New Service writer Da-
vid Paulsen tells it, they are 
“spending four days studying, dis-
cussing and, in some cases, acting 
on many of the most important is-
sues facing The Episcopal 
Church.”   
 

[To read the full article of Paulsen’s, go to: https://
www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2019/09/20/house-of-
bishops-fall-meeting-grapples-with-range-of-issues-from-

reconciliation-to-innovation/  ] 
 

I was—and am—glad to learn that the ordained leaders of 
our church spent an entire day focusing on evangelism. 
Why? Because the bishops know all-too-well of the dynam-
ic occurring all across The Episcopal Church: we are hem-
orrhaging members at an alarming rate. A relatively new 
clergy friend of mine within the Diocese of Pennsylvania 
shared with me a few weeks ago that, over the last ten 
years, the drop-off of membership is a beyond-sobering 
24%. 
 

The roughly 130 bishops in attendance at the conference 
listened to Adam Hamilton talk about his insights into not 
just church sustainability, but church growth, and the lead-
ership needed help growth. And who is Adam Hamilton? 
Hamilton is an ordained Methodist pastor of a “mega-mega 
church” (my term) in the Midwest. He is best-known for his 
writings, with such titles as: 24 Hours That Changed the 
World, The Way, and Final Words. But he has written 
many other titles as well since he is undoubtedly one of the 
most prolific contemporary, Protestant Christian writers of 
our time. 
 

We (the Symonds Family) first experienced Hamilton dur-
ing an adult bible/book study group during Advent a few 
years back, during our own time in the Midwest. His writing 
style is extremely approachable, and his knowledge of 
church history in New Testament times is insightful. Pic-
ture, if you can, Rick Steeves from a parish ministry per-
spective. As memory serves me, we were utilizing “24 
Hours,” and both laity and clergy were actively involved, 
sitting around parishioners’ living rooms, sharing with one 
another. 
 

Fast-forwarding to the present day again, as I read more 
and more about what Hamilton had to share with our bish-
ops, his mantra for them three weeks ago was thus: 
“Change, innovate, improve or die.” Realizing his power to 
communicate the Good News, recognizing the growth of 
the Church of the Resurrection in Kansas (apparently 
20,000+ members) where he is lead pastor, but I feel, most 
importantly, hearing from another tradition’s Christian lead-
er to glean what we can do, is a humbling step by our bish-
ops. 
 

If Adam Hamilton’s writings and pastoral teachings are any 
indication, could we not possibly take a page out of the 
bishops’ ever-evolving playbook? Can we think about what 
the same four words from Hamilton’s very recent mantra to 

the House of Bishops may mean not only for St. James’ 
Church, but for mainline churches everywhere? A powerful 
challenge for the second-half of the Season of Pentecost, 
the very season that has us, according to tradition, focus 
on mission and evangelism. 
 

All Peace, 
Fr. John 
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Tara lives with her Mom 
and Dad in Chester 
Springs.  She loves 
spending time with her 
two brothers and two sis-
ters when they come 
home to visit.  We love 
hearing the stories about 
the family dogs, Blue, Bai-
ley and Chevy.  
 

Tara has been volunteer-
ing at St. James’ for the 
past year, helping in the 
parish office and recently, 

she started helping in the Thrift Shop.  She loves sorting 
and sizing the clothes and is great at identifying stains and 
declaring “We should get rid of this”!  
 

In Tara’s spare time, she loves watching movies, especially 
Sci Fi, horror and Hallmark movies!  She is an avid reader, 
likes to color and is learning how to type. 
 

You can always count on a smile and a warm greeting from 
Tara and she is such a joy to work with.  I have watched 
her grow, becoming more self confidence while helping in 
the parish office and the Thrift Shop.  We are blessed to 
have her as part of our St. James’ family. 
 

Parish Administrator 
Luann 
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Thanks to the generosity of so many kind-hearted St. 
James' members and visitors, the amount of money raised 
during our Pentecost fundraiser for Bouncing Back contin-
ues to climb well past our original goal! Campaign receipts 
from June 17 through September 30 total $1,201.25. (Our 
goal was $800.) This includes contributions of all sizes, 
from both regular and first-time donors, to the "Pocket 
Change for a Positive Purpose" campaign. 
 

We plan to continue the campaign to its scheduled conclu-
sion on Sunday, November 24, which is the last Sunday in 
Pentecost. Funds raised beyond our original goal of $800 
will enable us to grow the program even more during 2020, 
by sending more copies of print books to help children of 
divorced parents, resuming shipments overseas, and pos-
sibly even adding an e-book edition to save on postage 
costs. 
 

We appreciate your support! 
Don and Laura Harting 
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One, two, three…and they’re off!  We 
are officially back to school and rolling 
along.  The first day went off without a 
hitch, despite some tears from parents 
and students alike!  We are back to 
our wonderfully fun schedules—arts 
and crafts, circle time, center time, and 
playground. We’ve been quite busy 

making friends and getting to know our new teachers.   
 

We are happy to welcome four undergraduate student in-
terns from West Chester University who are learning from 
our excellent staff as they pursue their degrees in Early 
Childhood Education.  We love having the opportunity to 
help train the teachers of the future and enjoy learning new 
tricks from the college students as well.  Our staff is contin-
ually adapting their classroom techniques and curricula to 
meet the ever changing needs of our students. 
 

We have many new and alumni families at school this year, 
and the kids, as always, are a joy.  We are blessed with 
wonderful teachers and assistants and they have made the 
preschool transition so easy for our students and their fami-
lies.  Our PTO has been busy recruiting new members and 
kicking off our big fundraiser for the year to earn money for 
field trips, extra programs, and supplies for our classrooms 
and the playground.  They had a playground cleanup day 
on Sunday, September 29 and many families came out to 
rake and spruce things up.  Everyone at St. James has 
been hard at work to continue the success of our program 
to benefit our community’s children. 
 

We are looking forward to lots of exciting events in Octo-
ber, such as Fire Prevention and Safety, including, hopeful-
ly, a visit from a local fire company, and of course, our an-
nual Halloween Parade and Parties at the end of the 
month!  Our youngest classes are looking forward to their 
field trip to Highland Orchards for a hayride and to visit the 
pumpkin patch.  Our Pre-K students will do a unit on the 
solar system and then go see the stars at the West Chester 

University Planetarium.  We will bring our best smiles for 
picture day and can’t wait to show our parents just how 
cute we are! 
 

Registration for the 2020/21 (can you believe it?) school 
year will be here before we know it!  Registration for new 
families will begin in early December.  If you would like to 
schedule a tour and learn more about our programs, please 
don’t hesitate to call us at 610-269-0525.  We do still have 
a few openings in this year’s classes and also in our Parent 
Child and My Time Programs for our youngest students as 
well. 
 

Happy Pumpkin Time!  Enjoy the fun of fall! 
Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla 
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Each Fall the St. James Preschool hosts an Outgrown Sale 
where St. James Preschool families sell gently used chil-
dren's clothing, toys, gear, decor, books, costumes, coats, 
and shoes.  This year the sale will be held on Friday Octo-
ber 18 and 19.  On Friday, October 18 St. James families 
have access to an early shopping hour from 6:00 -7:00 
pm.  The sale is then open to the public that evening from 
7:00-8:00 pm.  The sale reopens on Saturday, October 19 
with all public hours from 8:00 am until 12:00 noon.  We 
accept cash, check, and credit cards for purchases. It is 
free to enter the sale.  This sale benefits both the St. 
James Preschool PTO and the individual sellers.  The PTO 
keeps 25% of the proceeds while sellers keep 75% of the 
sales.  The PTO puts all of their proceeds towards the 
needs of teachers and students at the St. James Pre-
school. The sale also benefits shoppers who are able to 
purchase needed items for their families at a huge discount 
compared to new items.  Any questions regarding the sale 
can be directed to Suzanne at the Preschool office At 610-

269-0525. 
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The new shed complete and the St. James’ 
Thrift Shop is already using their side ( small 
door).   
 

Thank you to property committee, especially 
Dan Lindley for all their hard work in making this 
project a success!! 
 

The smaller used shed in the background was 
donated by the Kolb family. 
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 Carol Ryan  October 1 

 Christopher Voltz October 1 

 Diane Brown  October 3 

 John Landis  October 5 

 Zachery Voltz October 6 

 Jack H. Edmonds October 8 

 Joseph Voltz  October 8 

 Esther Brink  October 10 

 Julie Butler  October 14 

 Russ Robinson October 19 

 Hannah Craig October 20 

 Cathy Weisser October 20 

 Logan Mea  October 21 

 Becky Leister  October 22 

 Jack Taylor  October 22 

 Christine Deitcher October 24 

 Bobbie Roberts October 25 

 David Symonds October 28 

 Ryan Barger  October 31 
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October 6 

Earl F. Petrie (M) 
given by Lorie Petrie 

 

Victoria & Matt Evans (T) 
given by Rebecca Ward 

 

October 13 

Eunice & Raymond Hiltebeitel (M) 
given by May Hiltebeitel  

 

Hugh P. Feeley (M) 
Dave & Mary Anne Feeley 

 

William Van Roden (M) 
Joan Van Roden White (M) 
given by Dee Van Roden 

 

October 20 

Bob & Dianne Wagner and Kerry Lyman 

given by Matt & Jenn Wagner 
 

Marcia Chambers Wells (M) 
given by Jim Wells 

 

October 27 

Bob & Bobbie Carpenter (M) 
given by the Carpenter family 

 

Mary & Lee Heston (M) 
given by May Hiltebeitel 

 

 

Altar Flowers can be given each Sunday (except during 
Lent) in memory of or in thanksgiving of a loved one.   

Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar Guild Flow-
er Book located on the table outside the Chapel. Envelopes 

for payment ($50) are next to the book.  

Free is Good 

• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE            HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

F$�"�� D�$	���� V�$&�����
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Volunteers are needed to help deliver the altar flowers each Sunday after the last service.  The flowers are taken to 
members for various reasons, such as an illness, are in the hospital, had a death in the family, purchased a new house, 
welcomed a baby, celebrating a birthday, a baptism or other special events in their lives.  The flowers are a way of letting 
our members know we are thinking of them and they are in our prayers.    We currently have six volunteers and would 
like a few more.   
 

This is a very rewarding ministry and brings joy to many people.  Please talk to our current volunteers, Jean Frank, Lee 
Edmonds, Leslie Smith, Sandy Hodson and Sam and Judy Benne to learn more and ask questions.   
 

Please contact Jean Frank at jfrank228@comcast.net or the parish office to volunteer 
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Wednesday, October 2 

9am - 11:30am   St. James Preschool School Toddler Talk - BH 
   

Thursday, October 3 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

 

Saturday, October 5 

6:30pm AA Support Group meeting - BH 

 

Sunday, October 6, The 17thh Sunday after Pentecost 
Youth Sunday and Crop Walk 

7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee Hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 1pm Crop Walk registration at Central Presbyterian 

   Church.  
 2pm Walk starts from Central Presbyterian to the  
  Struble trail 

 

Tuesday, October 8 

 10am Morning Pray & Holy Eucharist at St. James Place 
11:45am Preschool staff meeting - BH 
 

The Parish Administrator will be out of the office  
October 9 - October 11.   

Limited volunteer coverage on Wednesday and  
Thursday mornings.  Please call before visiting. 

 
 

Wednesday, October 9 

9am - 11:30am   St. James Preschool School Toddler Talk - BH 
 

Thursday, October 10 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

 

Saturday, October 12 

6:30pm AA Support Group meeting - BH 

 

Sunday, October 13 The 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee Hour & Fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Tuesday, October 15 

9:15am Preschool PTO meeting - BH 

 

Wednesday, October 16 

9am - 11:30am   St. James Preschool School Toddler Talk - BH 
   

Thursday, October 17 

Preschool Outgrown Sale set up in BH - all day 

6am  Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

 

Friday, October 18 

Preschool Outgrown Sale set up in BH - morning hours 

 11am Book Club at Downingtown Country Club 

6pm - 8pm Preschool Outgrown Sale  
 

Saturday, October 19 

8am -12pm Preschool Outgrown Sale 

6:30pm AA Meeting - BH 

 

Sunday, October 20, The 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Outreach Expo  

7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Wednesday, October 23 

9am - 11:30am   St. James Preschool School Toddler Talk - BH 
  

Thursday, October 24 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

 

Friday, October 25 

6pm - 11pm   A Celebration of Fellowship  and  
  a Fundraiser at St. Anthony’s Lodge 

  

Saturday, October 26 

6:30pm AA Meeting - BH 

 

Sunday, October 27, The 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 
 

Wednesday, October 30 

9am - 11:30am   St. James Preschool School Toddler Talk - BH 
 7pm Vestry Meeting - BH 

Thursday, October 31, Halloween 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 
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Wednesday at 7:30pm 

in the Sanctuary 
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Thursday at 7pm 

in the Sanctuary 
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The group meets in Bartholomew Hall  

every Thursday from 6am to 7am 
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Calendar is subject to changes/additions/corrections 
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Vestry Members  - Term 2020 

Judy Craig 

Susan Edmonds 

Tim Gemmell 
Cathy Weisser 

Vestry Members – Term 2021 

Rob Deitcher  
Gerry Frank        
JoAnn Mattia  

 

Vestry Members – Term 2022 

Rebecca Barger          
Kim Lindner 
Matt Ryan 

Rebecca Ward 

S&��� S���	�� S���&$�  
7:45am - Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9am -  Holy Eucharist Rite II, Contemporary with Forever Endeavor Band  
10am - Fellowship and Coffee Hour in Bartholomew Hall  

11am - Holy Eucharist Rite II, Traditional with Organ and Choir 
10am - Sunday School, Rite13 and J2A classes 

Nursery care available during the 9am and 11am services 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rector 
The Rev. John W. Symonds 

 john@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 

Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
Luann McIlvaine  

parishoffice@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 

Organist 
Jim Zeloyle 

Sexton 

John Eagle 

Sunday Nursery Attendants 

Courtney Barnard and Karen Daniels 

 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 

409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 

Open Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 3pm 

Closed Fridays 

 

St. James’ Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  
Manager: Shirley Tompkin 

Tuesday and Thursday - 2pm to 5pm 

Saturday - 9am to 3pm 

 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525  
Co-Directors: Suzanne Diodato & Johanna Uggla 

www.stjamespreschool.com  
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During the 2019 Medicare Annual Open Enrollment Period 
(AOEP), you can make changes to your Medicare Prescrip-
tion Drug Plan (Part D) or your Medicare Advantage Plan 
(Part C).  These changes would be effective January 1, 
2020. Medicare AOEP is for people who already have 
Medicare and would like to review their coverage for the 
upcoming year. 
 

If you would like assistance in reviewing these possible 
changes APPRISE is ready to assist you. APPRISE is 
Pennsylvania’s statewide program of free insurance con-
sultation under the auspices of the Chester County Depart-
ment of Aging Services and the State Health Insurance 
Assistance Program (SHIP).   
 

When evaluating your plans, check changes to benefits, 
network areas, the formulary, copays, drug tiers, and/or 
premiums.  Any of these changes could put you at risk for a 
cost you would not be expecting.   
 

 APPRISE counseling is FREE, unbiased, personalized 
and confidential.  Appointments to review your Medicare 
options for 2020 are available in many locations in Chester 
County, including senior centers, township buildings, librar-
ies and the Chester County Government Services Center.  
Contact the senior centers directly to schedule appoint-
ments at their location.  For other locations call 610-344-

5234 (after September 15th) to leave a message and an 
APPRISE volunteer will contact you within one business 
day to schedule your appointment.  
 

For individuals who will be new to Medicare, please call the 
general Helpline 610-344-5004 for assistance or one of the 
senior centers directly. You can find additional information 
on the APPRISE webpage https://chesco.org/477/Apprise-

Medicare-Counseling 
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October: 
The Real Wallis Simpson by Pasternak 

The book is filled with new and fascinating information 
about the royal couple who chose love over duty and the 
remainder of the family who always stayed near to the 
throne. 
November:  
The Only Woman in the Room by Benedict 
She was beautiful; she was a genius, and she became 
Hedy Lamarr. 
December:  
Truce by Jim Murphy 

This is a book from the juvenile section which tells the story 
of a remarkable happening at Christmas during a world 
war. 
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Anti-Racism Training:  
Racial Justice and Healing 

10/19, St. Asaph's, Bala Cynwyd 

This interactive workshop will focus on how we can ad-
dress current-day racism with reconciliation that promotes 
healing. Come share your thoughts and learn how others 
can promote racial reconciliation and healing.  

 

'Shangilia' Concert to Benefit St. James School  
10/12, Christ Church, Media 

Mark your calendars! 'Shangilia' Concert to benefit St. 
James School in Philadelphia. Performers Esther Nyaga 
and Friends & Steve Cochran and the De Tierra Caliente 
Band. Admission is free. (A love offering to benefit St. 
James School will be taken).  For more information on 
these events and other happening around the Diocese, 
check out their website and subscribe to the Diocese’s 
Newsletter. 

Go to the Diocese’s website: www.diopa.org 

And scroll all the way to the bottom of the page and click 
on  

“Sign up for Our Newsletter” 


