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St. James’ Church is 175 years old this year. How did it 
come to be founded? What did it look like when it was 
founded? Did it look like it does today? What did it look like 
before this? And what’s the story with the stained-glass 
windows? Some of the dates on the windows are much 
more recent than the 175 years ago, so they can’t be the 
original windows. What did the original windows look like? 
Were there other stained-glass windows in the church be-
fore these? What happened to them? Do we really have a 
rare Tiffany window? 

 

If you would like to know the answers to these questions 
(and a lot more!), please join us Friday evening October 26 
at 7:00 p.m. for the second in our series of talks celebrating 
St. James’ 175th anniversary. This time, our own Dick 
McConnell will lead the discussion, answer questions, and 
mingle at the wine and cheese party following. 
 

There is no cost for this program or the wine-and-cheese 
party afterward, but there will be an opportunity to make a 
free-will offering. 

 

D�	���&��	�,  
S�����, O����� 14�� 

The Downingtown Area Minis-
terium is overseeing the event 

which will begin again this year at Central Presbyterian 
Church. Registration begins at 1:00 pm and walk start-time 
is 2:00 p.m.  For more information, contact Fr. John at 
John@stjameschurchdowningtown.com  or 
Jean Frank at jfrank228@comcast.net 
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Will be serving on the Altar as  

Acolytes or Lectors  and  
serving as Greeters and Ushers 

 

A���� B���� S���� 

O����� 28 ����&� D������ 9 

S������ 12:15$.�. �� 1:45$.�. 
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Peter may have been the first one out of the boat, but Je-
sus’ invitation to “Come!” is for you as well. In this six-

session small group Bible study, you’ll learn how to discern 
God’s call, transcend fear, risk faith, manage failure, and 

trust God.   
We will meet in Bartholomew Hall, and child care will be 
provided. A light lunch will be served (free will offering), 
followed by our small group video study and prayer. Meet-
ings run from 12:15 to 1:45 PM on Sundays following the  
11am service, beginning October 28 and ending December 
9. (We skip one week for Thanksgiving.) Participant guides 
are free; downloadable videos for individual study are op-
tional and cost $2.99 each. Open to men and women. Your 
co-hosts include Rob and Christine Deitcher, and Laura 
and Don Harting. Please sign up in the hallway so we know 
how much food to buy and how many children need care. A 
brief video promo will be posted on the St. James website. 
Questions? Contact Don at (610) 363-5258 or 
don@hartingcom.com. 

Promo link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9tYM8xqN98 
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�� 8:30�� - 11:30�� 

Contact Tom Hudecheck to 
volunteer or what tools you 

might need to bring 

484-8881021 or 
tom@hudecheck.com 
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Thank you and God’s Blessing to my St. James’  
Family for all the lovely 100 year old birthday cards 

Love Ol’ May Hiltebeitel  

 

O����� N�	� ��� ��� P������� 

One, two, three…and they’re off!  We are officially back to 
school and rolling along.  The first day went off without a 
hitch despite some parking lot and construction challenges 
(more tears from parents than from children as usual as 
children entered their classrooms).  We are back to our 
wonderfully fun schedules—arts and crafts, circle time, 
center time, and playground. We’ve been quite busy mak-
ing friends and getting to know our new teachers.   
 

We have many new and alumni families at school this year, 
and the kids, as always, are a joy.  We are blessed with 
wonderful teachers and assistants and they have made the 
preschool transition so easy for our students and their fami-
lies.  Our PTO has been busy recruiting new members and 
kicking off our big fundraiser for the year to earn money for 
field trips, extra programs, and supplies for our classrooms 
and the playground.  They had a playground cleanup day 
on Saturday, September 15 and many families came out to 
rake, paint, and spruce things up.  Check out the beautiful 
new paint job on the train!  Everyone at St. James has 
been hard at work to continue the success of our program 
to benefit our community’s children. 
 

We are looking forward to lots of exciting events in Octo-
ber, such as Fire Prevention and Safety, including a visit 
from a local fire company, and of course, our annual Hal-
loween Parade and Parties at the end of the month!  Our 
youngest classes are looking forward to their field trip to 
Highland Orchards for a hayride and to visit the pumpkin 
patch.  Our Pre-K students will do a unit on the solar sys-
tem and then go see the stars at the West Chester Univer-
sity Planetarium.  We will bring our best smiles for picture 
day and can’t wait to show our parents just how cute we 
are! 
 

Registration for the 2019/20 (can you believe it?) school 
year will be here before we know it!  Registration for new 
families will begin in early December.  If you would like to 
schedule a tour and learn more about our programs, please 
don’t hesitate to call us at 610-269-0525.  We do still have 
a few openings in this year’s classes, and also in our Par-
ent Child and My Time Programs for our youngest students 
as well. 
 

Happy Pumpkin Time!  Enjoy the fun of fall! 
Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla 
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Thank you to all of our volunteers 
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OOOOCTOBERCTOBERCTOBERCTOBER    LLLLESSONSESSONSESSONSESSONS    
 10/7  Joseph’s Story 

10/14  Joseph, Ruler in Egypt 

10/21  Moses, Agent of Deliverance 

10/27  Gideon 

 

 ***** OCTOBER 14 ~ Youth Sunday ***** 
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A “simple” email. That 
was all that it took, 
seemingly, to attract 
more participants than 
we have ever had be-

fore at our Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast. Know that, 
“yes,” I’m referring to that ministry which meets Thursday 
mornings beginning at 6:00 a.m. And, it was actually Au-
gust 30th, our Fall 2018 re-start Thursday. Not that I am 
keeping tabs. Yeah, right...of course I am keeping tabs! 
There were seven of us that particular morning. If you could 
have seen the looks upon each of the men’s faces that 
Thursday, it was glorious. Filled with anticipation. Glad-
ness. Even a look of expectation. It was obvious that some-
thing new and different was occurring in some intangible 
way. The usual four-guy threshold was nearly doubled. Yet, 
because we are also just a bunch of guys, no one said any-
thing about it. And that’s just the way that we like it. 
 

Creating something new takes time. And, I have heard it 
mentioned more than once within our St. James’ communi-
ty by some long-standing parishioners, that “bible studies” 
in particular aren’t the parish’s thing. (At least not in recent 
history…“recent” potentially entailing 25+ years I imag-
ine…) 
 

Having a large-group men’s Bible Study---and by that, I 
mean 25 to 40 men---is a different type of group dynamic. It 
is large enough that, it takes on a life of its own. If one or 
two, or even three or six, etc. are not present, the group still 
carries on. And it carries on well, from what I have seen 
elsewhere. It becomes…part of the routine within the life of 
those particular men. So, for one Thursday recently, we 
were---at least from perspective---perhaps a quarter of the 
way there. Maybe, only a sixth of the way. But, the point is, 
we are on our way. The Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Break-
fast is just one way that individuals can better live into In-
vite°Welcome°Connect. 
 

How can we do the very same for all of our Christian edu-
cation/formation ministries? Can we consider offering a 
women’s bible study again, or…maybe a women’s retreat? 
And what about our youth Christian formation, especially 
those groups that have readily-available potential to meet 
together on a regular basis? How can we work toward a 
new sustainability for all? One of the things we do together 
every Thursday morning at EMPB, is that one of us prays 
over all in attendance. Moreover, a man prays for those not 
in attendance, petitioning the LORD that they be safe, and 
well-cared for in their daily life. And, we give thanks to 
them, and each other, too. 
 

On Sunday, September 9th, the First Day of Church School, 
one of our parish’s newest middle-schoolers, asked me, 
“Fr. John, how can we get more youth involved?” I an-
swered her, with a question: “What is one thing we can do 
for one another and for God, and is something we can start 
right away? After thinking about it a little bit, and just one or 
two little clues, she answered, “PRAY.” Alleluia. (Praying is 
even easier than sending, one, little email.) 
 

Let us PRAY for the betterment of all of our Christian Edu-
cation/Formation offerings and ministries, as well as those 
of Churches everywhere. Let us not be afraid to live boldly 
into Invite°Welcome°Connect, across all age-groups. We 
are on our way, but we need first to remember that it is all 

for the Way, Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior. He gives 
us hope, expectation, and sustainability. Let us continually 
take this Good News out into the world, especially in this 
Season of Pentecost. 
 

All Peace, 
Fr. John 

 

Z����� L�����’� E�&�� S���� U$����   
We are currently 31% sold through of the #336 Bricks 

needed to complete the project. 

A brick can be purchased and engraved in many may 
In Memory In Honor With Thanks In Support 
A Psalm A Poem A Quote  

Or simply just a Surname 

 

Frequently Asked Questions… 
When is the deadline to purchase?   
When the last brick is sold. But aim to sell all bricks by Jan. 
1, 2019. 
What happens if we sell less than the 336 goal? 

The remaining bricks will be installed blank to finish the 
garden and qualify for Eagle Scout Rank.  Cannot leave the 
project partially done. 
When will the garden be completed? 

The install will need to be late spring / early summer 2019. 
The project will include squaring out the garden, digging 
trenches, placing stone support under the engraved bricks, 
setting the bricks with polymeric sand, landscaping with the 
addition of two new benches. 
 

Please do not think of the brick sale as a fundraiser…. 
This is your chance to put your mark, literally,  

on something that will be here hopefully for another 
175 years with St. James Church. 

 

https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/eaglezach 

Thank you to all our current Donors:  
Episcopal Diocese of PA, St. James Vestry, H. Voltz, C. 
Weisser, D. McConnell, G. Fritze, L. Scaffidi, WC Bau-
mann, T. Hudecheck, P. Silvester, J. Craig, J. Edmonds, 
St. James Preschool / Uggla, E. Kraengel, R. Lindner, J. 
Wagner, Frommeyer, R. Ward, B. Yuninger, A. Lindner, G. 
Gilbert, P. Payne, P. Bicknese, G. Hotton, Saello, Black, K. 
Kraengel, B., Shipley, D. Bray, Kaiser, Smith, C. Ward, N. 
Kosits, J. Smyth, B. Clegg, L. Edmonds, J. Symonds, R. 
Crompton, H. Larson, V. Umhofer, M. Feeley, B. Mona-
ghan, M. Watson, J. Gemmell 
 

B��0 C��� N�	� 

October's book club meeting is October 19 at 11:00 a.m. at 
the Downingtown Country Club. We have a great room to 
ourselves, and the food is reasonably priced for lunch.    
 

This month's book is the Sea Wolf  by Jack London. The 
book introduces Wolf Larsen, the ship's brutal caption, who 
crushes anyone who stands in h is way. It is a vivid, excit-
ing story with powerful themes of ambition, courage, and 
the will to survive. Please join us. Contact Peggy Leister for 
more information at 
blakesgram27@aol.com 
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Central Presbyterian Church hosted the “Downingtown Area Ministerium’s Local Mission Fair” on Saturday, 
August 25th from 9:00 am -12:00 pm.  Fr. John Symonds, Shirley Tompkin, Susan Edmonds and Judy Benne attended 
and represented the St. James’ Thrift Shop, sharing a display board and information about our ministry. Attendees ex-
pressed gratitude to St. James’ Thrift Shop, especially for the personal kindness exhibited by Shirley Tompkin through 
her many years of service.  The representative from the Lord’s Pantry also shared appreciation for St. James’ founding, 
launching and supporting that ministry.  We can all be proud of this public recognition of the good works happening right 
here in our own church.  

 

All of us who attended were truly uplifted by the number, quality and commitment of local outreach programs, 
aimed at helping people in need.  Perhaps you may personally know of someone who could benefit from these ser-
vices, so brief descriptions and contact phone numbers are listed below. 

 

1. Housing: 
Habitat for Humanity:  610-384-7993 

Probably the most well-known of the ministries, “Habitat” builds homes for families in need from start to finish. 
 

2. Housing Partnership of Chester County: 610-518-1522 

This organization assists qualified families as they purchase a home in Chester County. Their mission is “to im-
prove the quality of life for low-to-moderate income citizens of Chester County by providing the ability to acquire 
and maintain decent, affordable housing”. 

 

3. Good Works: 610-383-9247 

“Repairing homes and restoring hope” is their daily creed. 
 

Feeding the Hungry: 
 

4. Chester County Food Bank: 610-873-6000 

“We mobilize our community to ensure access to real, healthy food”. 
 

5. The Lord’s Pantry: 610-873-1149 

The pantry “provides supplemental food for qualified families of Downingtown, Lionville, and Exton”. 
 

Bridges Out of Poverty: 
 

6. Good Samaritan Services: 610-380-1360 ext.4009 

Among their many good works, they operate emergency shelters, provide transitional housing and offer permanent 
housing support. They also provide “wheels of hope”, a car donation program and a microloan program.  

 

Chester County Council of Addictive Diseases:  
 

7. The COAD Group: 484-713-1101 

This ministry provides resources and support for those battling alcohol, drugs, depression and thoughts of suicide. 
 

 The summaries above are just a snapshot of programs that do such amazing, necessary and Christ-like work in 
our local communities.  In the future, we hope to invite some of these groups to share more details of their work with our 
congregation.  Perhaps there might be interest in volunteering or lending financial support to their work. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  Judy Benne   
 

In the future, we hope to invite some of the groups to share their ministries with our congregation.  Perhaps our parish-
ioners may be interested in volunteering with or lending financial support to these worthy organizations.   

 

 

 

 

S�. J����’ T�� S���� A� S���� A�������� 

You can pick them up on Sunday or contact the parish office 

 Pay by cash or check, made payable to St. James’ Church.   
One (1) for $15  or Two (2) for $25. 
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 Altar Flowers are  
offered in loving memory of  

 

October 7 
Earl F. Petrie 

Rachel and Matt Norwood (T) 
Victoria and Matt Evans (T) 

 

October 14 
Eunice and Raymond Hiltebeitel 

Hugh P. Feeley 
 

October 21 
Bob and Dianne Wagner 

Kerry Lyman 
Marcia Chambers Wells 

 

October 28 
Bill McIlvaine 

Elizabeth Downing Smith 
Rob McIlvaine 

Mary and Lee Heston 
 

Altar Flowers can be given each Sunday (except during Lent) in memory of or in 
thanksgiving of a loved one.  Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar 

Guild Flower Book located on the table outside the Chapel. Envelopes for payment 
($50) are next to the book.  

Free is Good 

• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE            HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

 Harper Free October 1 

 Carol Ryan October 1 

 Christopher Voltz October 1 

 Diane Brown October 3 

 John Landis October 5 

 Zachery Voltz October 6 

 Jack Edmonds October 8 

 Joseph Voltz October 8 

 Essie Brink October 10 

 Kim Tritz October 13 

 Julie Butler October 14 

 Cameron Wallace October 18 

 Russ Robinson October 19 

 Hannah Craig October 20 

 Cathy Weisser October 20 

 Logan Mea October 21 

 Lindsay Morton October 21 

 Becky Leister October 22 

 Jack Taylor October 22 

 Christine Deitcher October 24 

 Bobbie Roberts October 25 

 Nicholas Johnson Jr. October 26 

 Erin Nagle October 26 

 Nicholas Johnson October 28 

 David Symonds October 28 

 Ryan Barger October 31 

  

R������� C�� T��� H��$  
F������� ��  

R����� M�D����� H���� 

 

Chet Whiting is holding a very large bag of 
donated aluminum can tabs by St. James’ 
members.  He started taking the tabs to 
Tel Hai when his wife, Miriam was a resi-
dent there and still continues to deliver the 
tabs. 
 

The funds raised from recycling the tabs 
are donated by the residents of Tel Hai to 
the Ronald McDonald House in Philadel-

phia.to offset expenses for the families staying there while their 
loved ones are in the hospital.  (The market price for aluminum is 
anywhere from 23 to 52 cents per pound.)   
 

The collection jar is currently on the top of the cabinets in the coffee 
hour area of Bartholomew Hall 
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Tuesday, October 9 

9:15am Preschool PTO meeting - BH  

 11am Morning Pray & Holy Eucharist at St. James Place 
12:30pm Downingtown Area Ministerium meeting and  
  luncheon at St. James Church - BH 

 

Thursday, October 11 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

 

Sunday, October 14,  The 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Youth Sunday and Crop Walk 

7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional       
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Tuesday, October 16 

 11am Thrift Shop Advisory Board meeting - Library 

 

Thursday, October 18 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

        Preschool Outgrown Sale setup - BH 

 

Friday, October 19 

 11am  Book Club at Downingtown Country Club 

6pm - 8pm   Preschool Outgrown Sale - BH 

 

Saturday, October 20 

8am - 12pm  Preschool Outgrown Sale open to public - BH 

9am-1pm Episcopal Preschool Conference at  
  St. Christopher- Gladwyne 

 2pm Visitation & Memorial Service for Kathryn Stewart 
   at St. James’ 

Sunday, October 21, The 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

 Outreach Expo  in Bartholomew Hall  

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Wednesday, October 24 

 7pm Vestry Meeting – BH 

 

Thursday, October 25 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

 

Friday, October 26 

 7pm 175th Anniversary Celebration 

  Consecration of the Church 

 

Sunday, October 28, The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Wednesday, October 31 - Happy Halloween 

 

November 1, All Saints Day 

7:30pm Holy Eucharist,  Rite II Traditional 

Vestry Members - Term 2019 

Rebecca Barger 
Mary Anne Feeley 

Tom Hudecheck 

Carol Ryan 

Vestry Members  - Term 2020 

Judy Craig 

Susan Edmonds 

Tim Gemmell 
Cathy Weisser 

Vestry Members– Term 2021 

Bob Clegg          
Rob Deitcher  
Gerry Frank        
JoAnn Mattia  

S����� W����$ S����� S�������  
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  with Forever Endeavor Band 

10:00am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
10:00am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

11:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional with Organ and Choir 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rector 
The Rev. John W. Symonds 

 john@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 

 

Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
Luann McIlvaine  

parishoffice@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 

 

Sexton 

Jack Mea 

 

Sunday Nursery Attendants 

Courtney Barnard and Karen Daniels 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 

409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 

Open Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 3pm 

Closed Fridays 

 

St. James’ Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  
Manager: Shirley Tompkin 

Hours of Operation 

Tuesday and Thursday 2pm to 6pm, Saturday 9am to 3pm 

 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525  
Co-Directors: Suzanne Diodato & Johanna Uggla 

www.stjamespreschool.com  

C������ �� O����� 2018 


