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With Incense and Sanctus Bells 

Dick McConnell lead a wonderful program on the history of St. 
James’ Church and its stained glass windows on October 26th.  
Thank you  to Dick and the 175th  Anniversary Committee for a 

delightful evening.  

The Parke  
Window 

The McIlvaine 
Window 

The Mead Memorial Windows 



 

 2 

I had been prepared to offer 
my reflections around our 
parish’s full Christian educa-
tional offerings, both the 

advances being made, as well as one significant setback. 
But then this past Saturday, October 27th, our nation expe-
rienced another “active shooter” incident with the killing of 
eleven individuals at the Tree of Life synagogue in Pitts-
burgh, PA. Thus, we are not just dealing with a randomly 
sought out group of individuals who have now been made 
victims of excessive violence and terrorism, but the incident 
has also been labeled a “hate crime” because of the shoot-
er’s well-established anti-Semitism. When I want to be talk-
ing about “lock-ins” for our two Journey to Adulthood 
groups---Rite 13 and J2A--the news of the day trumps my 
desire. Collectively and consciously we have to be praying 
over another religious community and a “people of the 
book” that is experiencing real-life “lock-down.” 
 

Now, right now, is still a time of shock. And it is a time of 
anger against hateful actions and subsequently, the des-
pised perpetrator. For some, I imagine, it is a time of…
being numb. Many people are in mourning, and countless 
more will be. And a number will undoubtedly be calling for 
armed guards in churches, and metal detectors at every 
“soft target” imaginable. President Trump, not being sensi-
tive enough to cancel his campaign event Saturday night, 
October 27th, has stated as much: that churches and hous-
es of prayer need to have an armed presence. Then, such 
institutions will be safer. 
 

It seems to me, that President Trump should read (or at 
least be told repeatedly about…) Matthew 26:52 and John 
18:11, as Jesus tells Peter what to do with his sword. 
Churches…need to be open and accessible, as much as is 
humanly possible. And, if I were pressed on the notion, I 
could very easily agree to walk through a metal detector to 
go to a Christian worship service. In fact, I already experi-
enced something similar. But that was in Beirut, Lebanon 
twelve years ago on a Sunday morning in January. It was 
actually soldiers using mirrors on long rods to study the 
undercarriage of a 15-passenger van, as compared to the 
court-house style metal detector system. But it was an in-
finitesimally small “price” to pay to worship inside All 
Saints’-Beirut. And, I do not recall the soldiers entering the 
parish behind us after we were vetted. 
 

The Celebration of All Saints’ Day is the same here, as it is 
in Pittsburgh, and even as it is in Beirut, Lebanon. Chris-
tians are compelled to gather corporately to seek out the 
Love and Peace and Truth of The Holy Trinity. And, it is a 
time to intentionally think about and pray over those who 
have died in the Name of Christ. Within that dynamic, there 
can never be anything believed to be “targetable” or “soft.” 
 

As Christians, let us share with others as we hear Jesus 
ask within the All Saints’ Day service gospel, “Did I not tell 
you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 
This is the centerpiece of Christian formation and educa-
tion. Let us pray for the state of the world, and especially 
for those who wish to spread the Love of God to others, 
even when it hails from a tradition other than our own. 
 

All Peace in Pentecost, 
Fr. John 
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To show our appreciation for all the volunteers who help 
make our church services run smoothly. We would like to 
share a special coffee hour to say thank you to all the Ush-
ers, Greeters, Lectors, Chalists, and Acolytes who volun-
teer to participate in our Sunday service, sharing time and 
talent for the benefit of our congregation. Help us let all the 
volunteers know their dedication is appreciated! 
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We will honor and recognize our Veterans at  
all three service.  There will also be a special coffee hour 
and an opportunity to write cards for our troops overseas. 
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Friday, November 16, 8:00pm.  

They are also planning on going to The Lord’s Pantry of 
Downingtown event Saturday morning on the 17th of      
November at Downingtown West High School. 
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AT DOWNINGTOWN WEST HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA  
NOVEMBER 17 BEGINNING AT 8:30AM 

If you would like to volunteer with other members from St. 
James’ Church, please contact Beth Sharamatew at  
Betharamas@yahoo.com.   
 

 

NNNNOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER        LLLLESSONSESSONSESSONSESSONS    
 November 4November 4November 4November 4    

Samson 

November 11November 11November 11November 11    

Ruth and Naomi 

November 18November 18November 18November 18    

Stories of David 

November 25November 25November 25November 25    

Jeremiah 
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November is an exciting time at the pre-
school.  Though our trips to the play-
ground are a bit chilly, we still enjoy get-
ting our outside time and fresh air.  Octo-
ber was exciting!  We took field trips to 
Highland Orchards to pick apples, enjoy a 

hayride, build a scarecrow and eat apple cider donuts!  So 
much fun!  We also went to see the stars at the West Ches-
ter University Planetarium.  Minquas Fire Company came 
to visit us and taught us all about fire safety—they even let 
us climb inside their fire truck! 
 

We look forward to spending some time with the children 
and their dads or special family member on Nov. 7 for Dad-
dies’ Night.  This year will be our 9th annual Bingo Night 
with Daddy!  The children will have a fabulous time getting 
some one on one time with Daddy and playing autumn and 
Thanksgiving themed bingo. 
 

We will all be spending time discussing Thanksgiving cele-
brations, turkeys, and things that we are thankful for.  One 
of our favorite traditions is the Thanksgiving feast where we 
Pilgrims and Indians from different classes gather together 
to share a meal in our traditional costumes that we make in 
class.  Following a sing-a-long the children will feast on 
turkey sandwiches, applesauce and popcorn.   
 

As 2018 is winding down, it’s time to start thinking about 
registration for 2019/20 already!  We give St. James pre-
school families first priority in registering for classes.  Reg-
istration for our families begins in November before we 
open up registration to the community in December.   
 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to stop in the office. 
 

We wish you and your families a happy, healthy Thanksgiv-
ing. 
Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla 
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We are always looking for addi-
tional volunteers so if you have a 
friend over 18yrs old, please in-
vite them along. There is a short 
video that needs to be watched 
and a waiver to be signed as per 
Penn DOT for new volunteers. 

This can be made readily available so please don’t hesi-
tate to ask!   Thank you for your interest and participation 
in this ministry to keep our assigned roadside free from 
litter. Contact Kim Symonds  @ (610) 314-5227 or  
kjsymonds@yahoo.com for ques-
tions or to RSVP.  
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We are currently 31% sold through of the #336 Bricks 
needed to complete the project. 

A brick can be purchased for $50 and engraved in 
many ways 
In Memory In Honor With Thanks In Support 
A Psalm A Poem A Quote  

Or simply just a Surname 

 

Frequently Asked Questions… 
When is the deadline to purchase?   
When the last brick is sold. But aim to sell all bricks by  
Jan. 1, 2019. 
 
What happens if we sell less than the 336 goal? 

The remaining bricks will be installed blank to finish the 
garden and qualify for Eagle Scout Rank.  Cannot leave the 
project partially done. 
 
When will the garden be completed? 

The install will need to be late spring / early summer 2019. 
The project will include squaring out the garden, digging 
trenches, placing stone support under the engraved bricks, 
setting the bricks with polymeric sand, landscaping with the 
addition of two new benches. 
 
Please do not think of the brick sale as a fundraiser…. 

This is your chance to put your mark, literally,  
on something that will be here hopefully for another 

175 years with St. James Church. 
 

https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/eaglezach 
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October's book club meeting is November 16th at 11:00 
a.m. at the Downingtown Country Club. We have a great 
room to ourselves, and the food is reasonably priced for 
lunch.    
 

The book for November is Before the Fall by Noah Hawley.  
Amid pulse-quickening suspense and fragile relationships 
glows at the heart of this stunning novel, raising questions 
of fate, human nature, and the inextricable ties that bind us 
together. 
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8:30�� - 11:30�� 

Contact Tom Hudecheck to volunteer or 
what tools you might need to bring 

484-8881021 or tom@hudecheck.com 
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You can pick them up on Sunday or contact the parish  
office.   Pay by cash or check, made payable to St. James’ 
Church.  One (1) for $15  or Two (2) for $25. 

St. James’  
Episcopal 

Church 
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Steeple Notes: 
How did the two of you meet? 

Rachel & Nick: Believe it or not, online.  We messaged 
each other back and forth a few times, joking about how 
those initial contacts always feel like an awkward job inter-
view.  Our first phone call lasted over two hours, and after 
that we both knew we had something pretty awesome.  Fun 
fact: Nick actually met my father, Bruce, before he even 
met me: Nick had purchased a car from my dad almost two 
years before we ever met. 
 

SN: 
You have both been newer participants in the parish’s 
Choir for the last year. However, the newest “joint-venture 
ministry” you have just taken on is to be brand-new youth 
mentors for J2A. Why “yes” to this new ministry? 

R&N:  As a teacher, it wasn’t a very hard sell for me 
(Rachel).  Nick may have required a bit more convincing, 
though!  Then, we looked at the material and realized it 
went beyond basic bible study – it guides youth towards 
what it means to be not only a good Christian, but a good 
person in general, as well as contributing member of socie-
ty, with the understanding of how God’s love has a part in 
all of it.  Nick and I have many strong, shared values in this 
area, so we knew this was something we had to be a part 
of.  Instead of rolling our eyes about “kids these days” we 
want to help and be a guiding force towards good. 
 

SN: 
Rachel, you grew up in St. James’. What was “youth group” 
and/or “church school” like for you back in the day? 

R:  When I was little, church school ran at the same 
time as regular service, and I remember loving that I could 
go downstairs and do fun activities instead of having to go 
to “boring” church.  I remember games, crafts, and of 
course the Christmas pageant (always a supporting role of 
angel or shepherd).  As I got older, I began participating in 
services as an acolyte, and I eventually learned that church 
wasn’t nearly as “boring” as my younger self thought.  In 
my teens, I have very fond memories of the youth group: 
meetings over pizza with our wonderful leader Pat Wesley, 
special parties, and even a few lock-ins.  I remember invit-
ing a friend from outside church to join our group occasion-
ally, and we both always had a great time! 
 

SN: 
Nick, you are newer to The Episcopal Church, and were 
not raised within the Anglican-Christian tradition. What is it 
about The Episcopal Church (or perhaps St. James’ more 
specifically?) that keeps you not only coming back, but 
drives you to pursue more in your own spiritual life? 

N: I was first introduced to St. James when Rachel’s 
aunt passed away, and her family turned to their church for 
religious support for the funeral service.  I was very im-
pressed with Father John and how moving his funeral ser-
vice was, especially considering how he didn’t personally 
know Rachel’s aunt.  Rachel felt that, to honor her aunt’s 
deep spirituality, she wanted to return regularly to the 
church, and we both agreed that, between Rachel’s child-
hood connection to St. James and how moved we were by 

Father John, there was no better place for us.  Further-
more, as a child, going to church with my Great Nana was 
a very special time for me, and because of that, I will al-
ways find my way back to church in some way.  It fills a 
spiritual need I find within myself. 
 

SN: 
It is perhaps, no coincidence, that two of the greatest 
(arguably speaking from an editorial perspective) Christian 
ministries---youth and music, of course!---are figuratively 
and literally now at your fingertips. Since it appears you will 
be continuing to sing at the 11:00 a.m. service, as well as 
now embarking on becoming the parish’s J2A leaders/
mentors, do you have any plans for “merging” these minis-
tries in the future? Could there be a “J2A Anthem” some 
day at a “youth service,” or could the choristers ever be 
called upon to help the future Confirmands in some way? 

R&N: As of now, we haven’t really thought about a “mash
-up”.  Juggling both commitments keeps us plenty busy, so 
we haven’t really taken the time to think about how we may 
want to blend the two.  However, who knows where these 
ministries may lead us! 
 

SN: 
How do the two of you reconcile the divisive fact that, within 
the Snyder Household, one of you is “all in” when it comes 
to supporting Pittsburgh teams, while the other is totally a 
Philadelphian? 

R&N: We both try to be supportive of each other’s love 
for our respective cities – Nick actually proposed at a Phil-
lies Opening Day and Rachel even owns some Steelers 
gear of her own!  We just don’t talk hockey (Penguins and 
Flyers DO NOT mix!). 
 



  5 

 

Thursday, November 1, All Saints Day 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH  

 7:30pm Holy Eucharist,  Rite II Traditional with  
  Incense and Sanctus Bells 

 

Saturday, November 3 

8:30am - 11:30am   Fall Clean Up 

 

Sunday, November 4,  The 24th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday Ministries Volunteer Recognition at all three 

Services and Special Coffee Hour 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
12:15pm   Adult Bible Study - BH 

Nursery care available 9am to noon 
 

The parish administrator will be on vacation  
November 5, 6, and 7.  The office will be covered  

by volunteers, 9am to noon. 
 

Tuesday, November 6 - Election Day 

No Preschool classes 

 

Wednesday, November 7 

9:15am Preschool PTO meeting - BH 

10:30am/2pm  Preschool Chapel Time with Fr. John 

 7pm Preschool Daddy’s Night - BH 

 

Thursday, November 8 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

  

Friday and Saturday, November  9 an 10 

Annual Diocesan Convention - Philadelphia Cathedral 
 

Saturday, November 10 

9am - 11am  Adopt A Highway Clean-up 

 

Sunday, November 11,  The 25th Sunday after Pentecost 
Veteran’s Day - Recognition of our Veterans at all three 

services and special Coffee Hour 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional       
12:15pm   Adult Bible Study - BH 

Nursery care available 9am to noon 
 
Tuesday, November 13 

10:30am  Preschool Chapel Time with Fr. John 

 

Wednesday, November 14 

6:30pm Worship Meeting - Chapel 
 

 

 

Thursday, November 15 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

  Preschool Feast Days in classrooms 

 

Friday, November 16 

 11am  Book Club at Downingtown Country Club 

  Preschool Feast Days in classrooms 

 8pm Rite13 and J2A Lock In - BH 

 

Saturday, November 17 

8:30am  Lord’s Pantry Thanksgiving Meal Packing 

 

Sunday, November 18, The 26th Sunday after Pentecost 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes  

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
12:15pm  Adult Bible Study - BH 

Nursery care available 9am to noon 
 

Monday and Tuesday, November 19 and 20 

Preschool parent conferences - no classes  
 

Tuesday, November 20 

 11am Morning Pray & Holy Eucharist at St. James Place 
 

Wednesday, November 21 

Parish office will be closed and no Preschool classes 

  

Thursday, November 22, Thanksgiving 

 10am Holy Eucharist Rite II 
  

Sunday, November 25,  
Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King 

7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 
Monday, November 26 - Wednesday, November 28 

Fr. John attending Clergy Conference 

 

Monday, November 26  
No Preschool classes 

 
Wednesday, November 28 

7pm  Vestry Meeting – BH 

 

Thursday, November 29 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 
 

Thursday and Friday November 20 and 30 

Preschool PTO set up for Breakfast with Santa in BH 

 

Saturday, December  1 

Preschool PTO Breakfast with Santa -BH 
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Calendar is subject to changes/additions/corrections 
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Altar Flowers are  
offered in loving memory of  

 

November 4 
Maurice Felton 
Edward Schmid 

 

November 11 
Elizabeth M. Whiteman 

Jim Craig 
 

November 18 
Chester E. Whiting, Jr 

 

November 25 
Jacob V. Edge 

Edmund Cosgriff 
 

Altar Flowers can be given each Sunday (except during Lent) in memory of or in 
thanksgiving of a loved one.  Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar 

Guild Flower Book located on the table outside the Chapel. Envelopes for payment 
($50) are next to the book.  

Free is Good 

• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE            HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

 Luann McIlvaine November 3  

 Jack Mea November 4 

 Sam Benne November 5 

 George Fritze Sr November 5 

 Tim Gemmell November 7 

 Patty Edge November 9 

 Will Free November 9 

 Carly Sharamatew November 10 

 Ranee Shipley November 12 

 George Hotton November 14 

 George Zeiner November 15 

 Brett Leister November 18 

 Summer Ciarlone November 20 

 Rob Deitcher November 20 

 Doris Bray November 21 

 Dante D'Andrea November 21 

 Kathy Voltz November 22 

 Conor Feeley November 23 

 Dort Auer November 25 

 Darlene Kimber November 26 

 Jim Smyth November 26 

 Rosa Butler November 28 

 Jane Dalziel November 28 

 Carol D'Andrea November 29 

 Rachel Wallace November 29 

 Piper Hudecheck November 30 

 Willow Nagle November 30 

 Wyatt Nagle November 30 
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Vestry Members - Term 2019 

Rebecca Barger 
Mary Anne Feeley 

Tom Hudecheck 

Carol Ryan 

Vestry Members  - Term 2020 

Judy Craig 

Susan Edmonds 

Tim Gemmell 
Cathy Weisser 

Vestry Members – Term 2021 

Bob Clegg          
Rob Deitcher  
Gerry Frank        
JoAnn Mattia  

S"�.�� W �	#�� S���� S�#."�  
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  with Forever Endeavor Band 

10:00am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
10:00am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

11:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional with Organ and Choir 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rector 
The Rev. John W. Symonds 

 john@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 

 

Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
Luann McIlvaine  

parishoffice@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 

 

Sexton 

Jack Mea 

 

Sunday Nursery Attendants 

Courtney Barnard and Karen Daniels 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 

409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 

Open Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 3pm 

Closed Fridays 

 

St. James’ Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  
Manager: Shirley Tompkin 

Hours of Operation 

Tuesday and Thursday 2pm to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 3pm 

 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525  
Co-Directors: Suzanne Diodato & Johanna Uggla 

www.stjamespreschool.com  

Nearly 80 participants 
heading West on 

Pennsylvania Avenue 
during the first leg of 

the annual  
Downingtown Area  

CROP Hunger Walk. 

Some of the St. James’ parishioners who 
participated in this year’s event: Kim  
Symonds; Carol McConnell; George  

Hotton; and Barb Owens. 


