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ST. JAMES’ CHRISTMAS FLOAT TRADITION  
SINCE 2004 
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Saturday, December 8th beginning at 3pm 

There are many ways for you to get involved:   
Ride the float – Kids can ride the float. We’re building a 
whole new float this year – you won’t want to miss it! 
Please have your kids to the church parish hall 
by 1:30 on Sat, Dec. 8th. This year, there will be no cos-
tumes.  
Walk next to the float – It's a lot of fun to walk along with 
the float, hand out candy canes and interact with the 
crowds. If your child is riding the float, this is a great way to 
stay nearby. We ask that walkers get to the church 
at 1:30 the day of the parade. 
Greet the crowds in front of the church – We'll serve hot 
chocolate, hot cider and cookies and collect donations for 
the Lord's Pantry. If we get enough volunteers, we’ll even 
have a group of carolers! So come add your voice to the 
celebration. If you'd like to help set up and man the tables 
of goodies, please arrive a the church at 2:00 on parade 
day.  
Stay for the Post-Parade Christmas Party – The parade 
should end around 5 pm and we'll move into the parish hall 
for a pot-luck Christmas Party. There will be organized 
crafts for the kids to keep them busy.  
When you sign-up on Sign-Up Genius, please make 
sure to let us know the following: 
Who from your family will be attending? What activity will 
they be doing?  Can you attend the party and, if so, what 
will you bring? Sign-up at the link below or contact Rich 
Carango at rcarango@schubertb2b.com.   
https://stjameschurch.ws/go/christmasparadesignup/ 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 23 

4th Sunday of Advent  and Christmas Pageant 
7:45am  

Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10am 

Christmas Pageant & Holy Eucharist Rite II  
with Forever Endeavor 

(Combined 9am and 11am service) 
 Nursery care available during 10m service 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

4:30pm 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, Contemporary  
with  Forever Endeavor 

8:30pm 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, Traditional  
with Organ and Chancel Choir 

 

 Christmas Day 

10:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II with Blessing of the Toys 

 

Sunday, December 30 

The First Sunday after Christmas Day 

7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  

 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 

Nursery care available 9am to noon 

2008 St. James’ Christmas Float 
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Deadline to order is December 16 

Cost is $20 

You can honor the memory of a loved one or give  thanks 
for the blessings in your life by having a poinsettia placed 
on the Altar for the Christmas Services.  All names will be 
printed in the Christmas bulletins.  The cost is $20 for one 
poinsettia and you can list as many names as you want.  
Orders need to be received by Sunday, December 16th  
(names received after the deadline will not be printed in the 
bulletin)  Ordering envelopes are on the flower table in the 
hallway and the glass display in the back of the chapel.  
You can also contact the parish office. 
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December 23  
at a  

10am combined Service.   
We will have two services,  

7:45am and 10am on this Sunday 
 

Children of all ages are welcome to participate. We need 3 
older kids for speaking parts of the narrators and an an-
gel.  The rest of the children can be wise men, shepherds, 
sheep, and angels!  We will practice on Dec 16th at 10am 
after the 9am service for one hour and then on Dec 23rd 
before the service. We ask that everyone arrive between 
9:15am and 9:30am to dress and practice.    
 

Note: For children under the age of 3, we would love to 
have you join in the fun!  Just come on Dec 23rd, we have 
lot of angel and sheep costumes and it looks super cute to 
have a "flock" come down the center aisle.  We just ask 
that one parent hang in the back to help keep everyone 
happy.  Contact Jenn Gemmell (tjgemmell@gmail.com) or 
Beth Sharamatew (betharamas@yahoo.com) if you have 
any questions.   
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Hello everyone - If you or your family would like to light the 
advent candle during a Sunday service during Advent,  
please sign up on SignupGenius or please reach out to 
George Hotton or Father John.  Once you sign up we will 
provide you with prayer to say during the lighting.  
 

https://stjameschurch.ws/go/adventcandlelighting/ 

St. James’ helps pack Thanksgiving Baskets  

for the Lord’s Pantry 

175th Celebration  on October 26 

History of the Stained Glass Windows 
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After the months of inordinate 
amounts of rain here in south-
eastern Pennsylvania this past 
spring, summer and into the 

fall, I am wondering if the pending winter will bring more of 
the same? That is, “precipitation,” yes…but not winter 
rains. Rain in wintertime is arduous. I wonder if we will 
have the corresponding amounts of snow? 

 

 “Snow. It won’t be long before we’ll all be  
 there with snow. Snow.  
 I want to wash my hands, my face and hair  
 with snow.”* 
 

Snow, just like the Christ-child, is sublimely beautiful. It is 
so heavy that it can overwhelm us in no time flat. And…at 
least in our environs, it is seemingly always on the move. 
(Jesus was not known to just stay in one place for that 
long.) 
 

Think about it: we cannot control it, even though we at-
tempt to “forecast” its appearance; moreover, we like to 
think we can more often than not handle any amount of it. It 
seems that our inaugural “snow-event” of this year is prov-
ing me correct! (Just think of your commute home on the 
Thursday before Thanksgiving…) 
 

Regardless, all of us should be preparing for the pending 
change in the seasons: winterize the car or truck; get all of 
your end-of-the-year paperwork needs in order; pray fer-
vently over where your treasures will be shared. But most 
of all, give thanks for the world’s most singularly-significant 
event that has occurred for human beings: the Nativity of 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! This issue of Steeple 
Notes spans all of the Season of Advent; Christmas Day 
and all of Christmastide; The Epiphany, and the first-half of 
that season, the season of light, as Jesus, the Christ, is 
revealed to the world. 
 

After half a year of the Season of Pentecost, we are now 
thrust into three new and constantly renewing seasons: 
one focused on penitence and preparation, Advent; the 
great one of Christmas—The Incarnation! The event be-
yond words and beyond power, as God had come to earth 
in human form,…that of a vulnerable and fragile baby--

Christmas; and lastly the Season of Epiphany, the one fo-
cusing on that revelation, as the Light to the Nations goes 
out into all the world, for all of the world. 
 

We cannot blame the snow when it becomes darkened and 
soiled by the ravages of human beings, i.e., along the road-
sides as car and truck exhaust make it look unsightly. Even 
within the short “season” of Christmas, the Twelve Days, 
we cannot forget that St. Stephen’s Feast Day and the Holy 
Innocents have significance. They are symbolic of that 
same unsightliness that mars God’s creation because of 
the actions of an ungodly few. 

“What is Christmas with no snow?  
No white Christmas with no  snow. Snow!” ** 

But the Light will always prevail. 
 

On behalf of our beloved parish, I INVITE you to celebrate 
all of these events and seasons, and to be reminded, not 

just of the joys and thanksgivings, but that the great difficul-
ties and tribulations too have to be judged within the Light 
that is God’s love, truth, and peace. Now, who can share 
with me where the snows that fall in Chester County (or 
which are manipulated by contractors and front-end load-
ers as huge piles are mounded in parking lots…) will re-
main to the onset of spring? 

 

Blessings for the Peace of Advent, Christmas  
and Epiphany, 
Fr. John 

* ** - from White Christmas; songwriters:  
              Guy Davis/Mark Olsen/Mike Williamson; “Snow” lyrics ©  

              BMG Rights Management 

 

R��� 13 H J2A H���  
“P�A�� B��� PAD���” F�� P���� Y�D� 

So, do you need some incentive to think about your New 
Year’s resolutions? Come join our Rite 13 mentors, George 
Fritze and Kim Symonds, as well as the J2A mentors Ra-
chel and Nick Snyder, along with Fr. John as they invite all 
of the parish’s middle school and high school aged youth to 
a fellowship outing in the morning on New Year’s Day. Get 
your mind purged as brave participants will enjoy a quick 
dip in the lake at Willow Springs Park (Richland Borough, 
PA) to clear the senses in the 29th annual “Polar Bear 
Plunge.”  
 

All proceeds of the event go to support DDS 
(“Developmental and Disability Services”) of Lebanon Val-
ley. The typical yearly take for DDS is around $20,000. 
“Polar Bears” who collect pledges can do so through the 
“Cold for a Cause” campaign. The event begins at 9:00 
a.m. New Year’s Day. The vehicles traveling to the site just 
east of Myerstown, PA will leave St. James’ rear parking lot 
at 7:15 a.m. Release forms from the church will be required 
of each youth who participates. Parents and families are 
encouraged to come out and cheer the youth—and whoev-
er are the “plunging adults!” For more information, contact 
George Fritze (george@cpcsys.com or (610) 999-1923 
[mobile]), Kim Symonds (kjsymonds@yahoo.com or (610) 
314-5227 [mobile]), or Nick Snyder (civol@aol.com or 
(484) 757-7037 [mobile]). 
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Newcomers to St. James’ Episcopal Church are invited to 
an “Epiphany Newcomers’ Gathering” at the home of Carol 
McConnell (“Welcome Team co-leader) and Dick 
McConnell on Saturday, January 5

th. The “drop-in” will 
begin at 10:00 a.m. and the end time is slated to be 
around 2:00 p.m. Both members of the Vestry as well 
as the Rector and his family will be on hand with Carol and 
Dick to help share about the life of the parish and all of its 
ministries. However, the event is more than anything an 
INVITATION for enjoying food and fellowship—and getting 
to know your church family more personally. 
 

If you are confused about whether or not you and your fam-
ily are even considered “Newcomers,” a good rule of thumb 
is that you have been attending St. James’ for less than a 
year, or if you’ve never been able to attend a similar event 
in the past due to scheduling conflicts. And, if you receive a 
direct INVITATION from the McConnell’s, or the parish/
rector, that is an excellent indication that you are WEL-
COME! Please RSVP to your invitation (both affirmations 
and regrets) so that we can plan the best gathering possi-
ble! 

F�. J�� �A�N��
 �� �� ������ 
��N���� 
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By unanimous proclamation, all of the uncontested elec-
tions of the 235th Diocesan Convention were affirmed by all 
of those in attendance on Saturday, November 10, 2018 at 
the Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral. As it had turned out, 
the needed election of obtaining one new clergy person for 
the board of directors of The Church Foundation was one 
in which there were no other clergy running. There were 
four elected lay representatives to The Church Founda-
tion’s board of directors. 
 

According to The Church Foundation’s website, 
www.tcfdiopa.org, their primary activity is “overseeing the 
Consolidated Fund (CF), a balanced fund of stocks and 
bonds providing a diversified investment medium for the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania, its parishes and other church-

related institutions.” The board of sixteen directors is com-
prised of twelve laity, three clergy, and it is chaired by The 
Bishop of the Diocese. 

B��T CAD� N��� 

The Book Club meets at Downingtown Club on the third 
Friday of the month at 11am.  For more information, con-
tact Peggy Leister. 
 

December 21 - The Chosen by Chaim Potok.  This is a pro-
found, deeply moving story of fathers and sons… and of 
the enduring power of love. 
 

January 18 - Golden Hill by Francis Spufford.  The spectac-
ular first novel from acclaimed nonfiction author Francis 
Spufford follows the adventures of a mysterious young man 
in mid-eighteenth century Manhattan, thirty years before 
the American Revolution. 

There will be no Book Club meeting in February 

D��’� F����� OD� M�� ��
 W����  
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Recent reports say that approximately 450,000 men and 
women are serving overseas in our military services.  Du-
ties will prevent many of them from coming home for the 
holidays. 
 

In the coming weeks, don’t forget to contribute food, toilet-
ries, reading and writing material, etc. that our Troops 
Committee can send to our overseas defenders.  Your do-
nations can be placed in the large labeled tote in the hall-
way outside Bartholomew Hall.  And if you can contribute 
homemade goodies, we can send those too! 
 

The Troops Committee is experimenting with a new, plain 
brown box for our Care Packages.  This box will typically 
cost about 2/3 as much to ship as Priority Mail, making it 
easier for our parishioners to send them overseas. 

N�� F��� �� P���N��A 

November has been a time of giving 
thanks and we at St. James’ Preschool 
are thankful for all the blessings we have 
been given: a wonderful staff, caring fam-
ilies, and a supportive church.  The pre-
schoolers spent much of the month talk-
ing about things they are thankful for, 
everything from good friends, to gummy 

bears, to a favorite toy!  We enjoyed coming together as 
Pilgrims and Indians in our homemade costumes to share a 
feast of turkey sandwiches, applesauce, and popcorn, lov-
ingly prepared by our parents.  What a special way to cele-
brate the holiday.  
 

We have been enjoying our Chapel Time with Father John 
and are very thankful of that special time together.  We 
have loved getting to know Father John and spending time 
with him.  
 

All of us at the preschool are overjoyed with the festivity of 
the season.  The children are getting ready for Christmas 
by making decorations for our upcoming Breakfast with 
Santa on December 1, making gifts for their parents, and 
singing holiday songs in the classroom.  Our families are 
donating gifts for families through our Angel Tree Program 
and The Lord’s Pantry.  The Pre-K classes can’t wait to 
share their Gingerbread Housemaking Parties with their 
parents and friends at the end of the month.  So much fun 
and excitement are ahead.  
 

We hope all of the St. James’ Family has a happy and 
healthy Christmas season filled with love.  Take time to 
enjoy your loved ones and catch up with old friends.  Find 
some time to do something that brings you peace (relax 
and curl up by the fire with a good book or do something 
that makes you happy!) 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla 
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Reflections from the  
235

th
 Diocesan Convention… 

  

  

Jessica Prendergast 
The 235th Convention for the Diocese of PA [November 
9th

 & 10th] just so happened to be my first convention as a 
lay delegate.  This was also my first time ever going to the 
cathedral in Philadelphia, which was absolutely beautiful 
(even without pews to my chagrin).  The first thing I noticed 
about the convention was the incredible diversity of those 
present, although it would have been nice to see more 
young people present.  Activism within the church by the 
younger generation was an obvious source of contention 
as one of the resolutions voted on would have given priority 
to delegates under the age of 35 for General Convention. 
(It was ultimately voted against after a rousing speech from 
a young woman at another parish who questioned whether 
our diocese really needed such a policy in 2018 versus 
say, ten or fifteen years ago.)  A few other observations 
involved the people present.  I had never met Bishop 
Gutiérrez before, but he truly is the bright and positive be-
ing that everyone says he is.  He emanates inclusion and 
made me proud to be an Episcopalian.  No delegate's com-
ments were too unimportant for him to stop and allow him 
or her to comment.  When it came time to question and 
debate resolutions, many men and women stepped forward 
and truly surprised me with how passionate they were 
about our diocese's issues.  If I had been an outsider, I 
would have thought I was at a political debate because of 
how intensely people were debating the resolutions.  It defi-
nitely created a sense of pride to be a part of something 
that people care so deeply about. Overall, the convention 
was definitely a positive experience and I would highly en-
courage others to get involved and become delegates in 
the future. 
  

Christine Deitcher 
The biggest takeaway that hit me was the focus on listen-
ing to our hearts and allowing them to guide us to where 
we are called. Also, the time of challenges is upon us. As 
Episcopalians (i.e., God’s children who accept, embrace, 
and aim to do no harm to any and all of God’s creations for 
they ARE creations of God, a loving God whose abundant 
love and freedom are bestowed upon all of us, though 
some choose not to see it.) we are called to change the 
world through love and I KNOW we can do this magnificent 

work in unity. As Bishop Gutierrez says in his Vision video, 
available at: https://www.diopa.org/news/convention-2018-

recap/ “Let our world change the church...What starts here 
will indeed change the world, in His name, for the bet-
ter...We have Jesus Christ and we are called to make him 
known...Let’s make history together.” And in his Convention 
Address where he says, “Let our faith and diocesan heart-
beat open greater horizons in Jesus Christ. Our hearts 
are...molded in love that reflects a beautiful light in a dark-
ened world. Let’s draw near and be the heartbeat of 
Christ.” (Some call this living in Christ Consciousness) 
  

He goes on to say, “Miracles will occur. For the brave heart 
is not discouraged, the hopeful heart that makes the best of 
all things. What are we waiting for?...The world is waiting.” 
Indeed it is. Here are some eye opening statistics from 
2017 and I doubt they’ve changed much since. 
1.5 billion people don’t have electricity  

• 1.6 billion people don’t have access to clean water. 
• 2.5 billion people don’t have toilets 

• Over 19,000 children die each day on this planet from 
preventable health issues such as malaria, diarrhea, 
and pneumonia  

• Over 650 children die on this planet every hour of   
starvation  

• 85 of the world’s richest people hold more wealth than 
3.5 billion (that’s half the world’s population, combined) 

  

So what can we do about it? Shift our way of thinking from 
that of separate individuals to unique expressions of God’s 
creation; brothers and sisters in Christ of the ONE family of 
creation. Every time I am in Bishop Gutierrez’s presence I 
am in awe of how Christ-like he is and I’m grateful to join 
him in his mission to change the world through spreading 
God’s love and thereby changing hearts to share their 
abundance with their brothers and sisters. Let us help one 
another to let go of the ideas of how we have been 
wronged or done wrong and instead see the gifts bestowed 
upon our brothers and sisters and enjoy them. In so doing 
our own gifts shall be revealed to us and when we share 
them life is joyful, just as God intended it to be.  
  

Fr. John Symonds 

Bishop Gutierrez preached Friday night about the im-
portance of being led by the heart, as the heart was the 
classical understanding of where our spirit lies. And this 
came out of his recent visit to Rome where he was present 
with Pope Francis and other bishops, cardinals, and clergy 
from throughout the greater Church for the canonization 
Oscar Romero. For, with all of our increasing technological 
and valuable scientific understandings and knowledge, we 
who are Christian still have to rely on faith, and things un-
seen (or, “unprovable”). When one stage of the brand-

newly implemented electronic voting did not work at Dioce-
san Convention this year, we as a diocese had to live into 
finding a solution together. In other words, we had to be 
patient…AND hopeful for the process, knowing that every-

day “unsettledness” can begin to undermine our expecta-
tions. Frustration can set in all too quickly. The Bishop navi-
gated all of us through the diocese with a calm yet con-
sistent, persistent faith in those tasked with overseeing the 
election. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 This is extremely important—demonstrating one’s faith--as 
the diocese has voted in such an affirming way to take on a 
largely significant deficit budget. We here at St. James’ 
know that this will not be a sustainable course over time. I 
truly believe that the diocese knows this too, undoubtedly. 
One of my greatest takeaways was seeing that the Dio-
cese of Pennsylvania is significantly raising its own sacred 
gift to the national church. Why? Because it seems very 
clear that our new bishop feels it is essential that each part 
of the body of Christ on earth—the Church—should be 
contributing its own faith asking to the best of its abilities. 
Very clearly, this has not been the practice of our diocese 
in comparison to what other “comparably-sized” dioceses 
in The Episcopal Church have been offering over the last 
few years. Whereas this is not the sole reason for the larg-
er deficit for 2019, it is reflective of how important it is to 
lead by example in terms of offering sacred gifts. [You can 
learn more by checking out the link that Christine has refer-
enced above.] 
 

The other very significant change which passed via voting 
on a specific resolution was to have The Episcopal Dio-
cese of Pennsylvania undergo the legal process of becom-
ing an incorporated entity. Since its founding in 1784, the 
diocese has never incorporated. This will create a number 
of changes in diocesan structure and administration as a 
new Board of Trustees will have to be established. Lastly, 
there is good news to share in that, at next year’s conven-
tion, all lay delegates will have their own vote, rather than 
having to cast one vote as a lay delegation as this resolu-
tion has now passed two years in a row. Praise be to God! 
I encourage you to give personal thanks to both Christine 
and to Jessica for representing you, not just energetically 
(as they both did), but also faithfully as your lay delegates 
to diocesan convention. The mission statement of The 
Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania, although not brand 
new to the convention but still very new to all of us this cal-
endar year, was and is being lived into: Know Jesus. 
Change the World. 
 

S�. J����’ T��F� S�Q N��� 

The Holidays have arrived at The St. James’ Thrift Shop.  
During a recent visit to the Shop you may have seen a 
much loved former parishioner who stopped by with a load 
of donations from a sister Main Line parish, another donor 
who came in with an assortment of Christmas decorations 
and,  on a more practical side, someone who brought in 
several gently used winter coats.  Shirley Tompkin, the 
dedicated manager and several generous volunteers were 
kept very busy helping clients and sorting, pricing and plac-
ing the new donations. 
 

So, whether you need a few additions to your Christmas 
decorations, something to  complete a “snow day” project, 
house wares for someone’s first apartment, a new coat or 
children’s clothing, the Thrift Shop may have just what you 
need. 
 

Please stop in to say hello and shop or make a donation.  
Winter hours are 2-5 PM on Tuesday and Thursday and 10 
AM to 3 PM on Saturday. 

 

F�N��@��Y���� 

Kate Grandizio, St. James Preschool Teacher 

Steeple Notes: What brought you to St. James          
Preschool? 

Kate Grandizio: I joined the 
St. James family as a parent in 
2001 when my son attended 
the school.  My husband and I 
agreed that St. James perfect-
ly incorporated our educational 
and Christian values.  Our 3 
younger children were all stu-
dents at St. James, and we 
loved the teachers, learning 
opportunities, field trips, and 
the other children and their 
families.  In 2010 I came back 
to St. James to teach and I 
feel like it is a perfect fit for 
me! 
 

SN: In your opinion, what is St. James Preschool’s 
greatest strength? 

KG: I believe the strength of our program lies in our 
conviction that children learn best through play.  Our curric-
ulum provides the students with the tools they need to be 
successful when they leave preschool, while still giving 
them room to be kids and explore and play.  Additionally, 
we are so fortunate to have an amazing group of teachers 
who are truly dedicated to the students, the school, and 
each other. 
 

SN: What aspect of teaching is the most rewarding for 
you? 

KG: I have been teaching the 3s/4s class at St. James 
Preschool for 9 years- the school feels like my large ex-
tended family.  I truly love getting to know the kind and 
compassionate families who choose our school, and one of 
my greatest joys is teaching siblings.   
 

SN: What Grandizio family holiday tradition is a “must-
do” each year? 

KG: Thanksgiving and Christmas are jam-packed with 
Grandizio family traditions! One of my favorites is going to 
the tree farm and cutting down our Christmas tree at the 
FIRST POSSIBLE moment after Thanksgiving. 

 

C����� S����	 C��
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December 2  
Waiting for the Day of the Lord 

 

December 9 
Zechariah and Elizabeth 

 

December 16 
John the Baptist 

 

December 23 
Jesus is Born - Annual Christmas Pageant 

 

December 30 
No Church School Classes 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Saturday, December  1 

Preschool PTO Breakfast with Santa -BH 

  6pm  Saturday Night AA meeting - BH 

 

Sunday, December 2, The 1st Sunday of Advent 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Lord’s Pantry Christmas gift wrapping - BH 

 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
12:15pm   Adult Bible Study - BH 

Nursery care available 9am to noon 
 

Thursday, December 6 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

  

Saturday, December 8 

 3pm Downingtown Christmas Parade 

 

Sunday, December 9, The 2nd Sunday of Advent 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional       
12:15pm   Adult Bible Study - BH 

Nursery care available 9am to noon 
 

Monday, December 10 

9:15am Preschool PTO meeting - BH 

 

Thursday, December 13 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

 

Sunday, December 16, The 3rd Sunday of Advent 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes  

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Tuesday and Wednesday, December 18 and 19 

Preschool Christmas Celebrations and Gingerbread House 
making - BH 

 

Thursday, December 20 

 6am Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast - BH 

 

Sunday, December 23, The 4th Sunday of Advent 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

The parish office will be closed December 24 and 26 
 

Monday, December 24 Christmas Eve 

 4:30pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, Contemporary with 

  Forever Endeavor 
8:30pm  Holy Eucharist Rite II, Traditional with  
  Organ and Chancel Choir 

 

Tuesday,  Christmas Day 

 10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
  with Blessing of the Toys 

December 30, The First Sunday after Christmas 

7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 

Nursery care available 9am to noon 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 1, New Year’s Day 

7:15am Polar Bear Plunge - meet at church parking lot  
 

Saturday, January 5 

10am - 2pm  Epiphany Newcomers’ Gathering Open                  
         House at the McConnell’s home 

 

Sunday, January 6, Epiphany Sunday  
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes  

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Sunday, January 13, The 1st Sunday after the Epiphany 

7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes  

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Tuesday, January 15 

***Deadline for February Steeple Notes articles, pictures, 
schedules and announcements*** 
 

Monday, January 21, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

***Deadline for reports for the 2018 Annual Report *** 
No Preschool Classes 

 

Sunday, January 20, The 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes  

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Sunday, January 27, The 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  
 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes  

 11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

C�A��
�� F�� D�N����� 2018 ��
 J��D��R 2019 

Calendar is subject to changes/additions/corrections 



 

 8 

Free is Good 

• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE            HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

 Mary Houser December 1 

 Jim Umhofer December 1 

 Jimmy DiOttavio December 2 

 David Craig December 4 

 Owen Settle December 4 

 Edie Tritz December 4 

 Ryan Feeley December 5 

 Stephanie Gerow December 5 

 Edwin Carpenter Jr. December 7 

 Ella Deitcher December 7 

 Chris Samuelson December 8 

 Judy Benne December 9 

 Diana Lubwama December 10 

 Louise McIlvaine December 11 

 Don Greenleaf December 14 

 AJ Gerow December 16 

 Kerri Crompton December 17 

 Alberta Landis December 17 

 Emma Wagner December 17 

 Pat Wood December 19 

 Sam Johnson December 20 

 Matt Ryan December 22 

 Rob Butler December 23 

 Lauren Houser December 23 

 Matthew Montgomery December 23 

 Bernice Burgess December 26 

 John Bartholomew December 28 

 Joan Craft December 28 

 Dave Dalziel December 29 

 Blair Stockton December 31 

 

 

 

 Nancy Glidden  January 1 

 Karen Meacham  January 2 

 Blake Leister  January 5 

 Christine Johnson January 6 

 Karen Andrews  January 10 

 Judy Craig  January 11 

 Bev Hotton  January 11 

 Gavin Butler  January 12 

 John Hudecheck  January 14 

 McFredlin Turay  January 14 

 Jenn Wagner  January 16 

 Linda Scaffidi  January 17 

 Mary Carpenter  January 18 

 Connor Sharamatew January 19 

 Gino D'Andrea  January 21 

 Debbie Wrigley  January 21 

 Tiffany Hudecheck January 24 

 Georgia Taylor  January 24 

 Jeff McIntyre  January 26 

 Ben Glidden  January 27 

 Kathy Mason  January 27 

 Dick McConnell  January 29 

 Ethan Kosits  January 30 

 

 

 

S�. J����’ T�� S���� A�� S��AA AG��A��A� 

T��T C������� G�F�� 

You can pick them up on Sunday or contact the parish  
office.   Pay by cash or check, made payable to St. James’ 
Church.  One (1) for $15  or Two (2) for $25.  Contact the 
parish office. 
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December 2 
Richard and Jane McConnell 

 
December 9 

Charles and Catharine Pemberton 
 

December 23 
Stanley and Eleanor Landis 

Luke M. Andrews 
 

December 25 
Margaret and Raymond Greenleaf 

Tom and Jane Greenleaf 
 

January 6 
Robert K. Flickinger 

 
January 13 

Eleanor R. Feeley 
Louise W. Felton 

 
January 27 

George S. Zacharkow 
 
 
 

Vestry Members - Term 2019 

Rebecca Barger 
Mary Anne Feeley 

Tom Hudecheck 

Carol Ryan 

Vestry Members  - Term 2020 

Judy Craig 

Susan Edmonds 

Tim Gemmell 
Cathy Weisser 

Vestry Members – Term 2021 

Bob Clegg          
Rob Deitcher  
Gerry Frank        
JoAnn Mattia  

SD�
�R W����Q S��G�N� SN�
DA�  
7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary  with Forever Endeavor Band 

10:00am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
10:00am Church School & Rite 13/J2A classes 

11:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional with Organ and Choir 
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rector 
The Rev. John W. Symonds 

 john@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 

 

Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
Luann McIlvaine  

parishoffice@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 

 

Sexton 

Jack Mea 

 

Sunday Nursery Attendants 

Courtney Barnard and Karen Daniels 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 

409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 

Open Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 3pm 

Closed Fridays 

 

St. James’ Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  
Manager: Shirley Tompkin 

Hours of Operation 

Tuesday and Thursday 2pm to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 3pm 

 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525  
Co-Directors: Suzanne Diodato & Johanna Uggla 

www.stjamespreschool.com  

Altar Flowers are offered in loving memory of  

Altar Flowers can be given each Sunday (except during Lent) in memory of or in thanksgiving of a loved one.   
Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar Guild Flower Book located on the table outside the Chapel.  

Envelopes for payment ($50) are next to the book.  

Z�N��R L��
���’� E��A� SN�D� UQ
���  
Deadline to order a brick is January 1, 2019 

We are currently over 31% sold of the 336 Bricks needed to complete the project. 
A brick can be purchased for $50 and engraved in many ways… 

In Memory In Honor With Thanks  

In Support A Psalm A Poem  

A Quote Or simply just a Surname 

Order form are on the greeter’s table 
Please do not think of the brick sale as a fundraiser…. This is your chance to put your mark, literally,  

on something that will be here hopefully for another 175 years with St. James Church. 
https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/eaglezach 


