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As is the case with many things in life, oftentimes what you 
had envisioned, does not play out exactly as you had im-
agined it within your mind’s eye. That had to have been 
the case for the Prophet Moses, as I like to imagine it, as 
God was continually calling him to new places and dynam-
ics. If you were in attendance at our parish on Pentecost 
15, you the heard me preach about the Exodus and 
changes that Moses and the Hebrews faced, as well as 
the possibility for our congregation to significantly step out 
in faith to embrace the future.  
 

Exactly how well-received Mary Parmer’s Invite°Welcome°
Connect workshop was…not just by St. James’ers…but by 
so many in attendance on September 16

th
, was beyond 

what I could have imagined! Mary Parmer’s powerful 
presentation about those three essentials: evangelism 
[Invite], hospitality [Welcome], and relationships [Connect], 
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By Avi Wolfman-Arent WHYY 

 

 So how does a local kid become one of the nation's 
top youth poets? 

 

In Juliet Lubwama's 
case, the journey 
started with a Maya 
Angelou poem she 
heard in the fourth 
grade: "Phenomenal 
Woman." 
 

Lubwama was trans-
fixed. She rushed 
home to her bed-
room in Downing-
town and tried to 
write her own ver-
sion of the Angelou piece. She named it 
"Proclamation of All Things Good." 
 

From the title alone, you'd figure this fourth grader 
had some literary potential. 
 

Eight years later, Lubwama, a senior at Downing-
town STEM Academy, has been named one of five 
National Student Poets, the highest honor available 
to youth poets presenting original work. The prize is 
jointly administered by the President's Committee 
on the Arts and the Humanities (PCAH), the Insti-
tute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), and 
the nonprofit Alliance for Young Artists & Writers. 
 

Lubwama's poetry explores the intersection be-
tween African and African-American identity. Lub-
wama's parents are from Uganda, but she and her 
siblings were born in the United States and grew up 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Date: Sunday, October 1, 2017 

Time: 1:00pm - 4:00pm  
Location: Bell Tavern Park 

 
It's time for our annual parish picnic.  This year, the 

YAC group will be hosting the event.  So come on out 

for food, fellowship and lots of fun.  Church will pro-

vide hot dogs and hamburgers but we need help with 

the rest of the supplies.   

 

To sign up email Jenn Gemmell, YAC Co-Leader, at  
tjgemmell@gmail.com or sign up at Sign-Up Genius 
(see link below)  .There will also be a sign up sheet 

on the bulletin board. 
  
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0d4eadaf28a6fc1-

stjames 
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in Downingtown. Her dad, a pharmaceutical research-
er, and her mom, a doctor, moved to America for 
graduate school. 
 

"Through my poetry I come to ask myself where I real-
ly am from," she said. "Do I consider myself to be a 
Ugandan or a black American?" 
 

In one piece, she describes the Ugandan-American 
protagonist as a "diphthong" who "begins as one thing 
and ends in another." In another poem, "Good Hair," 
Lubwama describes how her aunt used to straighten 
her hair with a hot comb, relating an experience 
shared by women across the African diaspora. 
 

"Auntie tugs hot comb through hair as if tearing out 
heritage / rests my head on her knee at a 45 degree 
angle / as she turns unmanageable, imperfect into 
adequate / coconut-stained coils into cigarette strands 
veiled between her fingers." 
 

Lubwama hopes her poetry speaks to people caught 
in what she calls "this gray area between their identi-
ties." She knows it's helped her navigate the African 
and American influences in her upbringing. 
 

Since she heard Maya Angelou's poem in fourth 
grade, Lubwama has spent untold hours in her room 
futzing with words and verses. Though she aspires to 
be a doctor someday, she has the unmistakable air of 
a poet. Even in everyday speech, Lubwama's sen-
tences have a composed, lyrical quality. 
 

Her love of reading and writing came from her par-
ents, who encouraged her to order books from her 
elementary school catalog. But even they were a little 
perplexed by her enduring fascination with poetry. 
 

"They probably think I should get out here," she said 
with a laugh. 
 

Turning more serious, she admits it's not always easy 
being the type of kid who spends spare time writing 
poetry and reading about neuroscience (her second 
love) rather than binging on pop culture. 
 

"I've always wanted to be like other kids," she said. "I 
mean it's lonely being alone — to say it quite frankly." 
 

But that sometimes lonely road — the one less taken, 
as another poet once said — has led her to the high-
est heights of her craft. Last week she was feted at 
the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. along 
with the four other National Student Poets. 
 

When she got the call saying she won the award, Lub-
wama couldn't believe it. 
 

"I stood there for a while and I was like, are you sure," 
she said. 
 

Juliet attends the 9am service along with her parents, 
Robert and Catharine Lubwama and siblings Diana, 
Victoria and William. 

S�(� ��� D��� %�� ���  
A����� O������� E"#�!   

O������ 15�� D����� C�%%�� H���     
Please join members of the Outreach Committee dur-
ing coffee hour on October 
15 to learn more about the 
many different ministries St. 
James’ offers within the 
community. Representatives 
from all seven out-
reach ministries will be 
available to illustrate the 
ways St James’ makes an 
impact in our immediate 
community and around the 
world as well. There will be displays, handouts and 
opportunities to ask questions and maybe even an-
swer a call to join in!  
 

Whether its collection drives, protecting the environ-
ment or sending packages of kindness and compas-
sion around the country and the world, Outreach at St 
James’ offers many chances to make a difference. 
Rebecca Barger, Chair, Outreach Committee 

 

U#������ O�������  
V�������� O##���������� 

Troop Box Coffee Hour 
November 12th 

Bring items for the troop boxes, help pack and mail 
boxes and write notes to the troops. 

 

Lord’s Pantry Thanksgiving Dinner Distribution 

November 18th beginning at 9am 

Email Beth Sharamatew (betharamas@yahoo.com) if 
you would like to participate 

 

From the Lord’s Pantry Website: We distribute 
Thanksgiving Baskets every year to families the Sat-
urday before Thanksgiving. In 2016 we were able to 
provide 377 households (1,214 individuals) with com-
plete Thanksgiving baskets. These baskets include 
traditional Thanksgiving dinner items, appetizer items, 
breakfast foods and desserts.  We depend on the 
generosity of individuals, families, churches, groups 
and corporations to make this distribution a suc-
cess.  If you would like to donate food items, please 
print our Thanksgiving Checklist located on our web-
site -   www.lordspantryofdowningtown.org.  This 
checklist identifies the items we place in each families 
basket.  We also accept donations of frozen turkeys. 
 

Lord’s Pantry Adopt A Family for Christmas 

Once again this year, St. James’ Church will adopt 
three families to make their Christmas wishes come 
true with toys, clothing and gift cards.  Watch for more 
details in the weeks to come.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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struck many hearts and minds as the basis of what we 
need to be focused upon as Christians. You may have also 
heard me infer on the first Sunday of the programmatic 
year that, as a church community we are just beginning the 
process of discerning which elements or initiatives from 
Invite°Welcome°Connect we may wish to undertake. 
 

Although I have now heard her presentation twice, it has 
only reinforced many of those possibilities. Having her 
presentation available for so many different lay leaders, it 
feels as though many in our deanery and diocese are re-
newed and re-energized to take on new ministries, or work 
hard helping existing ones that may simply need more at-
tention or perhaps a slightly different approach. And, we 
were truly blessed to have so many Brandywine Deanery 
clergy present as well. 
 

To further the overall discussion, the Vestry is going to be 
working toward three, parish-wide conversations within the 
month to continue the rich conversation around Invite°
Welcome°Connect. They will most likely be some combina-
tion of a couple of evenings and a Sunday afternoon gath-
ering immediately following the conclusion of the 11:00 
a.m. service. Everyone will be invited, and ideally some 
those who attended the workshop will be assisting those 
who are still brand new to the Invite°Wecome°Connect phi-
losophy and Mary Parmer’s recommendations.  
Come to think of it, as the Book of Exodus will definitely tell 
us in the coming weeks, Moses and his brother Aaron had 
to do a lot of facilitating, cajoling, arm-twisting, pleading, 
and sharing to have the larger population actually make the 
transformational change to move forward. But mostly, they 
needed ongoing faith to listen and heed God’s call. Follow-
ing what God calls us to do is oftentimes very hard work, 
and…let’s face it…daunting. But because it is the hope of 
His Son, Jesus Christ and his message of the gospel, that 
we are blessed simply in believing in him.  
 

Let us realize some failures will occur, but let us also have 
the courage to try. Invite someone to church. Go a little bit 
further to assist at Coffee Hour or at the Membership Pic-
nic. Re-connect with someone whom you have been think-
ing about, but maybe have not seen in some time. Consid-
er making a commitment in your giving this coming year, 
even if you have never done so before. Visit someone who 
you may not be able to see as much as you once did. 
Make that connection. As Mary Parmer says repeatedly to 
groups, “Do what works for your community.” We have al-
ready been made a New People through Jesus Christ, Our 
Savior and Redeemer. 
All Peace in Pentecost, 
Fr. John+ 

      
N�� E��������� M��’�  

P����� B��� %��� �� �� �%%���� 

Our lectionary cycle recently had us re-live once again the 
Exodus story in the Old Testament. With the story being so 
much about how the Jews were delivered from the bond-
age of their captors, and for us as Christians to have great 
faith---like the prophet Moses and later Jesus Christ--- that 
it is God who is ultimately in control. We are called to follow 
Him in faith, and believe in His Son, Jesus Christ and the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Exodus is about change and dis-

placement, which for many 
of us is extremely difficult at 
first, and not something to 
which we are normally ac-
customed. 
 

In efforts to continue 
strengthening discipleship 
within the parish and en-
hance Christian formation, I 
have been praying over 
when and how to offer a specific Men’s ministry. Conse-
quently, through this discernment, I feel we are now poised 
to engage in a new offering for all men in the parish, and 
God willing, some who are not part of our community. 
Beginning over the upcoming Season of Advent, and then 
subsequently during the Seasons of Epiphany and Lent, 
we will offer an Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast on ear-
ly Thursday mornings in Bartholomew Hall, from 6:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 a.m. In Advent, the Book of Isaiah will be read; in 
Epiphany, 1 Corinthians; and for Lent, the Gospel of John 
will be read. The format will be different from the periodic 
Men’s Bible Study, which is small-group-based and follows 
the format of directed discussion from the Serendipity Bi-
ble. (Typically the Men’s Bible Study meets on Wednesday 
evenings in the Parish Library for an hour and a half during 
specific church seasons.) 
 

The Ecumenical Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be geared 
toward a larger-group format, and will intentionally be 
reaching out to men both in and outside of St. James’. For 
the first half hour, there will be a light breakfast of cereal 
and coffee and juice, with a simple, passing-of-the-coffee 
can to cover the costs of the foodstuffs and the men’s 
share of the coffee. During the second half-hour, those in 
attendance will gather their chairs into a circle in the parish 
hall while reading in succession, one man following anoth-
er, a portion of a book of the Bible. The Ecumenical Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast will close with an opportunity to pray for 
one another around the circle; moreover, attendees will be 
invited to bring their own bibles.  
 

And occasionally, if the new offering starts to get some 
wind under its wings, there may opportunities for a hot 
breakfast over the cold winter months ahead of us! With 
the timeframe presented above, this Christian Education 
ministry will target working men in the parish and the com-
munity as well as retirees. However, men from all age 
brackets, differing backgrounds, and life experiences will 
be invited to participate. With my familiarity with this type of 
ministry, part of the beauty of it is that both laity and clergy 
can not only participate, but furthermore share in the lead-
ership. 
 

The dates to mark on your calendar are: 
 December: 7, 14, 21 

 January:  11, 18, 25 

 February:  1, 8, 15, 22 

 March:  1, 8, 15, 22 

 

Share this with the men in your life, and hold this in prayer 
as we embark on a new opportunity involving the chance to 
Invite°Welcome°Connect with one another and with new 
faces within St. James’. 
Rev. John Symonds, Rector 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Thank you 

Jack, Paul, Dawn, Jane, 
Rob, Fr. John and Kim 
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Neighborhood Hospice, part of Chester County's Unit-
ed Way, needs volunteers to knit, crochet or sew lap 
blankets or prayer shawls for patients who receive 
home care or are in the IPU.  
 

Size suggestions are:  

• prayer shawls be 18-

24 inches by about 60 
inches  

• lap blankets be ap-
proximately 42 inches 
square.  

 

These are just guide-
lines, there are no color 
requirements but Hospice cannot accept wool due to 
allergy concerns. If you need yarn, Neighborhood 
Hospice has received donations, and I can get it to 
you.  
 

Please consider this wonderful and meaningful pro-
ject; although no knitting during the sermon! Contact  
Gail Stuart at gailsusanstuart@gmail.com 

 

Fall Clean Up 

October 14th 

Beginning at 9a.m. 
Rain date: October 21st 

Contact Tom Hudecheck, 
Chair of the Property Com-
mittee, for more details or 

look for the sign up sheet on 
the bulletin board. 

Bring your tools and join oth-
er members for a morning of “fun” work cleaning up 
the gardens and grounds of the church.  Coffee and 
donuts will be provided.  
 

  

2017 N������� A������ F����(�� 

S�������, O������ 7 

Come one, come all! Join acolytes from across the 
United States for a festival Holy Eucharist with re-

dedication of service.   Bring your processional cross-
es, banners, torches,  thuribles, flags, and streamers 
for a festive procession of acolytes, clergy, and ver-
gers. 
 

Begin the day with a service of Holy Eucharist (10 
am).  Stay for an all-new festive afternoon, including 
workshops, special behind-the-scenes tours, outdoor 
labyrinth walks, vendors, food and games!  
Esther Brink, Acolyte Master 

 

A���� G���� S����� S����� 

Members of Altar Guild had a wonderful time at their 
annual summer social.  Thank you to host, Laura 
Harting for opening up her home for this gathering. 
Anyone interested in learning more about joining Altar 
Guild please contact Judy Craig, Co-Directress, at 
610-269-4319 or judycraig1572@verizon.net 
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Now that we are ap-
proaching fall, our 
shop has been antici-
pating this seasonal 
change. As indicated 
previously we indeed 
had a two week bag 
sale which made a 
HUGE dent in re-
moving our summer 
stock.  

Now we are accepting long sleeved fall items and are 
also in dire need of Halloween outfits as well as deco-
rations. We had put out some of these articles in the 
middle of August, but they sold quickly for people get-
ting a head start. 
 

Please keep in mind that after Labor Day we switched 
our hours to Tuesday and Thursday 2-6 and Saturday 
9-5. We can accept donations anytime during those 
hours. The container for donations by those who are 
unable to come to the SJTS is available in the hall 
across from the lavatories. 
 

Thank you to Luann McIlvaine and Judy Benne for 
constructing new signage for the doors to the shop 
and the exterior sign facing the  Lancaster Avenue. 
 

Come in and see our new inventory and thank you for 
your support. 
Anna Filoromo, Co-Manager 

 

O������ N��� %��� ���  
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 One, two, three…and they’re off!  We are officially 
back to school and rolling 
along.  The first day went off with-
out a hitch (more tears from par-
ents than from children as usu-
al).  We are back to our wonder-
fully fun schedules—arts and 
crafts, circle time, center time, 
and playground. We’ve been quite 
busy making friends and getting 

to know our new teachers.   
  

We have many new and alumni families at school this 
year, and the kids, as always, are a joy.  We are 
blessed with wonderful teachers and assistants and 
they have made the preschool transition so easy for 
our students and their families.  This year we are very 
fortunate to have four student interns from West 
Chester University joining us in our classrooms to 
help out with the kids and learn from our teach-
ers.  Our PTO has been busy recruiting new members 
and kicking off our big fundraiser for the year to earn 

money for field trips, extra programs, and supplies for 
our classrooms and the playground.  Everyone at St. 
James’ has been hard at work to continue the suc-
cess of our program to benefit our community’s chil-
dren. 
  

We are looking forward to lots of exciting events in 
October, such as Fire Prevention and Safety, includ-
ing a visit from Minquas Fire Company, and of course, 
our annual Halloween Parade and Parties at the end 
of the month!  Our youngest classes are looking for-
ward to their field trip to Highland Orchards for a 
hayride and to visit the pumpkin patch.  We will bring 
our best smiles for picture day and can’t wait to show 
our parents just how cute we are! 
  

Registration for the 2018/19 (can you believe it?) 
school year will be here before we know it!  Registra-
tion for new families will begin in early December.  If 
you would like to schedule a tour and learn more 
about our programs, please don’t hesitate to call us at 
610-269-0525. Happy Pumpkin Time!  Enjoy the fun 
of fall! 
Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla, Co-Directors 

 

 

Book Club will meet on Octo-

ber 20 at 11:00 a.m. at the 

Downingtown Country 

Club.  Lunch will follow the 

discussion period. Contact 

Peggy Leister, Facilitator if 

you would like to join the 

growing group. ! 

October 20  

 Piece of the World by Kline will be discussed. 
To Christina Olson, the entire world was her fam-

ily’s remote farm in the small coastal town of 

Cushing, Maine. Born in the home her family had 

lived in for generations, and increasingly inca-

pacitated by illness, Christina seemed destined 

for a small life. Instead, for more than twenty 

years, she was host and inspiration for the artist 

Andrew Wyeth, and became the subject of one of 

the best known American paintings of the twenti-

eth century. 
 

November 17  
The non-fiction book, Hillbilly elegy  by Vance will 
be discussed. 
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Mr. R. Alan Lindsay, Executive Director of The Church 
Foundation (www.tcfdiopa.org), a life-long Episcopali-
an and diocesan leader in other ministries such as 
Education for Ministry (EfM) and a lay worship leader 
at St. Mary’s-Elverson, will be our guest preacher this 
Fall for the parish’s stewardship campaign, 
“Stewarding God’s Blessings for God’s Glory.” Alan 
will bring not only his expertise within finance and 
funds management, but more importantly his passion 
for the gospel message of Jesus Christ, and the spir-
itual touchstone of serving generously and joyfully. 
 

An intrinsic part of the committee’s belief is that God 
does not need monies for any purpose whatsoever. 
Rather, through the Holy Scriptures and through the 
early Church’s practices, we are taught that we are to 
be generous with our own gifts, and the innumerable 
blessings that God has already bestowed upon us. 
Whether it be the traditional tithe of 10% that is foun-
dational to the Hebrew Scriptures, or the notion of 
“proportional giving” that we find from within the New 
Testament, giving is meant to be a significant aspect 
of every Christian’s life. The reason is because God 
wishes us to grow and be challenged within our own 
spiritual lives so that we can be more like His Son, 
Jesus Christ.  
 

A theology of stewardship—the mission of St. James’ 
Stewardship Committee---will be emphasizing spiritual 
development and Christian formation around this 
foundational aspect of what it means to be a child of 
God and a disciple of Jesus Christ. Moreover, a theol-
ogy of stewardship is based upon a year-long pro-
cess, a process that is offered day-in and day-out. 
Consequently, the giving of financial gifts is not meant 
to be only considered a once-a-year undertaking, typi-
cally offered in the fall. Yet, we are a work in process. 
 

Therefore, in light of all the Stewardship Committee is 
praying and working toward for the coming year in 
2018, the committee is presenting a campaign goal to 
the Vestry and the full parish of Fourteen New Giving 
Units. This marks a significant 20% increase from 
the current calendar year’s 95 existing giving units. 
Presently, approximately 40-50% of worshipers at St. 
James’ make a commitment for an annual financial 
gift to the parish. The annual campaign is scheduled 
over three successive Sundays, beginning Sunday, 
October 22nd [Pentecost 20]. Alan Lindsay will be of-
fering the stewardship testimony on Sunday, Novem-
ber 5th [Pentecost 22] for all three worship services.  
 

If you would like any additional information about how 
to become a new Giving Unit (formerly known as a 
“pledging unit”) within St. James’, please reach out to 
the Stewardship Committee Chair, Tim Gemmell, or 
speak to any of the members of the Stewardship 

Committee: Jack N. Edmonds; Mary Anne Feeley; 
Matt Ryan; and Fr. John Symonds. 
 

F����@S�J����’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SN: Background: who/when/what you do… 

- Cody is from western Maryland, while Kelly is from 
the Exton area. We met in the summer of 2006 while 
working together in Deep Creek Lake, MD. Now, 12 
years later, we still work together only now at a fi-
nance company, Vanguard.  
 

SN: So, truthfully now…why the 11 a.m. service? 

- Cody is not a morning person and still struggles to 
wake up for the 11am service!  
 

SN: Why an interest in serving as Lectors? 

- We liked the idea of getting more involved. It allowed 
us to contribute to the church and have the opportuni-
ty to meet more people.   
 

SN: What is your favorite thing about St. James’? 

- Our church family! We still remember the first day 
we went to St. James’. The experience the was like 
no other. We instantly felt welcomed and surrounded 
by great people. 
 

SN: And, as a corollary, what’ve is the one thing 
that you’d like to have your fellow parishioners to 
know about you both? 

- Cody is an avid deer hunter and former high school 
social studies teacher. Kelly enjoys spending time 
with her family, including her six siblings. We are re-
cently engaged! 

Cody Colaw and Kelly Williams 
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Fro many years our member, Lori Petrie has collected and stored various types of medical equipment including (but not 
limited to) showers chairs, walkers, commodes, canes and hospital beds.  Many churches and organizations reach out to 
Lori when there is a need in their respective community or within the larger region reaching beyond Downingtown.  Vol-
unteers are needed to help with local pickup/delivery of equipment.  She is currently working with other organizations by 
collecting used medical equipment to be shipped to areas hit by hurricanes.  Contact Lori Petrie at  610-873-1283 or the 
parish office at 610-269-1774. 

 

R�%������� %��� P�������� B����# �� P���-H�������� R����% 

"It may be that we cannot solve everything, and we cannot do everything.  
But we can do something, no matter what," 

Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop and Primate Michael B. Curry  

 

Whether it is the pain of the events of August 12 in Charlottesville, or Hurricane Harvey, or Hurricane Irma, or 
wildfires in the West, or an earthquake in Mexico, there's been a lot of pain, a lot of suffering and hardship. In 
times like these, it's easy to grow weary. It's easy to be tired. And it's easy to be downcast, and to give up. 
What can I do? 

 

There's a passage in the Book of Hebrews, in the Tenth Chapter, which says this: 
 

Recall those earlier days when, after you had been enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 
sometimes being publicly exposed to abuse and sometimes persecution, and sometimes just being partners 
with those who were so treated. For you had compassion . . . so do not abandon your confidence; it brings 
great reward. For you need endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what 
was promised. 
 

It may be that we cannot solve everything, and we cannot do everything. But we can do something, no matter 
what. We can pray. We can give. If possible, we can sign up and go to work. We can pray for those who have 
been affected by Hurricane Harvey and Irma. The areas that have been affected as we pray include the Dio-
ceses of Texas and West Texas, Western Louisiana and parts of Louisiana. We can pray for all of those who 
have been affected by Hurricane Irma. Episcopal dioceses that have been affected include the Virgin Islands, 
the Dominican Republic and Haiti, Southeast Florida and Southwest Florida and Central Florida and Florida 
and parts of Georgia and Central Gulf Coast. We can pray for all of the peoples in these areas. We can pray. 
 

And we can give. We can give to the Hurricane Fund of Episcopal Relief & Development, for our donations 
actually help, they help in strategic ways. They really make a difference. If possible, we can sign up. We can 
sign up to volunteer through Episcopal Relief & Development, again, all on their web site, we can sign up, and 
when there are volunteer opportunities, we can know about those and possibly participate. 
 

We can't do everything, but we can do something. We can pray. We can give. We can go to work. The one 
thing we cannot do, is to quit. The truth is, we don't do it alone. Jesus in the Great Commission, said after 
calling His disciples to go and make disciples of all nations, He ended that Commission by saying, "And re-
member, I am with you always." 
 

In the Presiding Bishop's Office, there is a crucifix that has Jesus sacrificing His life for the cause of love on 
the cross. It's a different kind of crucifix. On this one, the artist has sculpted Jesus on the cross, dying as an 
act of love, but even more than that, holding someone, someone deeply in need, that this Jesus who sacrific-
es and gives His life, gives His life for us, and for all who are in need. That's the Lord we follow who has been 
raised from the dead. And we are not alone. 
 

God love you. God bless you. And may God hold us all in the hollow of those Almighty hands. Amen. 
 

Episcopal Relief & Development website - www.episcopalrelief.org 

 

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 

Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Episcopal Church 
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***CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 2017*** 
Calendar subject to changes/additions/corrections  - Contact the parish office to schedule use of the building 

Sunday, October 1, The 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
  9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary 

 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Sunday School & Rite 13 classes 

  11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional  
1pm - 4pm  St. James’ Parish Picnic at Bell Tavern Park 

Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Wednesday, October 4 

 9:15am Preschool PTO Breakfast with Santa meeting - BH 
 6:30pm Brownie Troop meeting - BH 
  

Friday - Saturday,  October 6 -7 

  Preschool PTO Outgrown Sale - BH 

Contact the preschool for more information - 610-269-0525 

 

Sunday, October 8, The 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
7:45am  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
  9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary & Baptism 

 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Sunday School & Rite 13 classes 

  11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional  
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Monday, October 9 - Columbus Day 

  Parish Office will be closed 

  No preschool Classes 

 

Tuesday, October 10 

 10am Morning Pray & Holy Eucharist at St. James Place 
 

Thursday - Friday, October12 & 13 

  Preschool younger classes trip to  
  Highland Orchards 

 

Saturday, October 14 

 9am Fall Clean Up 

 

Sunday, October 15, The 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Annual Outreach Expo in Bartholomew Hall 

 7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
  9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary 

 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Sunday School & Rite 13 classes 

  11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional  
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Tuesday, October 17 

 9:15am Preschool PTO meeting - BH 

 

Wednesday, October 18 

 6:30pm Stewardship Committee meeting 

 

Thursday - Friday, October 19 -20 

  Preschool Picture Day - BH 

 

Friday, October 20 

 11am Book Club - Downingtown Country Club 

 

Sunday, October 22, The 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
  9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary & Baptism 

 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Sunday School & Rite 13 classes 

  11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional  
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

Wednesday, October 25 

 7pm Vestry Meeting - BH 

 

Sunday, October 29, The 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
 7:45am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
  9am Holy Eucharist Rite II Contemporary 

 10am Coffee hour and fellowship in Bartholomew Hall 
 10am Sunday School & Rite 13 classes 

  11am Holy Eucharist Rite II Traditional  
Nursery care available 9am to noon 

 

Monday - Tuesday, October 30 -31 

Preschool Halloween Parade in church parking lot.   
Rain Location - Bartholomew Hall 
 

Tuesday, October 31, Halloween 

Have a fun and safe Halloween 

 

Wednesday, November 1 All Saints’ Day  
 7:30pm Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

 

W�� �� S�������� E(����/M�������  
�� B���������� H��� 

Church and Preschool committees/groups  
ALWAYS check with the parish office before  

scheduling a new meeting/event 
Monday 

7pm    Monday Message Open AA 

Tuesday 

8pm NA Meeting 

7pm     District AA Meeting - 1
st
 Tuesday of month    

Wednesday 

9am - 11:30am  Preschool Mommy & Me/Toddle Talk classes 
6:30  Brownie Troop meeting 
7pm Vestry Meeting - last Wednesday of each month 
Thursday 

7pm Forever Endeavor rehearsal in Sanctuary  
7:30pm Choir rehearsal 
Friday 

8pm AA Meeting 

8pm  Al Anon Meeting 

Saturday 

6:30pm AA Meeting 

 

S�. J���� P��������  
W�� �� C���� S������� 

 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday - morning and afternoon clas-
ses from 9am to 3:30pm 

 

Tuesday/Thursday - morning classes from 9am to 11:30pm 

 

Wednesday - Toddler Talk/My Time  classes from 9am to 
11:30pm - BH 

 

Lunch Bunch and Enrichment classes 11:30am to 1:15pm 
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 Harper Morton October 1 

 Carol Ryan  October 1 

 Christopher Voltz October 1 

 Diane Brown  October 3 

 James Halpin II October 3 

 John Landis  October 5 

 Zachery Voltz  October 6 

 Jeanne Davis  October 7 

 Jack Edmonds  October 8 

 Joseph Voltz  October 8 

 Essie Brink  October 10 

 Kim Tritz  October 13 

 Julie Butler  October 14 

 Nathaniel Healy October 14 

 Cameron Wallace October 18 

 Russ Robinson  October 19 

 Hannah Craig  October 20 

 Cathy Weisser  October 20 

 Logan Mea  October 21 

 Lindsay Morton October 21 

 Becky Leister  October 22 

 Ryan Vasko  October 23 

 Christine Deitcher October 24 

 Bobbie Roberts October 25 

 Nicholas Johnson Jr. October 26 

 Erin Nagle  October 26 

 Nicholas Johnson October 28 

 David Symonds October 28 

 Ryan Barger  October 31 

 Altar Flowers are offered in  
Loving Memory of   

 

October 1 
Edward Schmid 

In memory of Bill Wagoner and in honor of the 60th 
Anniversary of his and Liz Wagoner’s  marriage 

 

October 8 
Eunice & Raymond Hiltebeitel 

Earl F. Petrie 
 

October 15 
Hugh P Feeley 

Bob & Dianne Wagner  
Kerry Lyman 

 

October 22 
Marcia Chambers Wells 

 

October 29 
Bill McIlvaine 

Elizabeth Downing Smith 
Rob McIlvaine 

Mary & Lee Heston 
 

Altar Flowers can be given each Sunday (except during 
Lent) in memory of or in thanksgiving of a loved one.  

Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar Guild 
Flower Book located on the table outside the Chapel.  

Envelopes for payment ($50) are next to the book.  

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    
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HOSPITALIZATION REMINDER  
It is important to notify the rector or parish administrator when you or a family member is in 
the hospital.  Due to privacy laws, hospitals are no longer able to give the church information.   
Please let us know when you are in the hospital. After hours pastoral emergencies, our rector 
can be reached at 610-314-5482.    
 

Do you need help with meals?   
Our Ministry of Meals can help.  Contact the parish administrator  - 610-269-1774 

 

Sunday Worship Service Schedule  
7:45am  - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9a.m. - Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Contemporary with Praise Band 
Nursery care during the 9am to Noon 

10a.m. - Fellowship and Coffee Hour in Bartholomew Hall 
10a.m. - Sunday School and Rite 13 classes 

11a.m. - Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Traditional with Organ and Choir 

Free is Good 

• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE            HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rector 
The Rev. John W. Symonds 

 john@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 
 

Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
Luann McIlvaine  

parishoffice@stjameschurchdowningtown.com 
 

 Organist 
 Jill Lewis 

 
Sexton 

Jack Mea 
 

Sunday Nursery Attendants 
Lauren Kety & Lauren Downey 

 
 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 
409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 

Open Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 1pm,  
Closed Fridays 

 
St. James’ Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  
Co-Managers: Shirley Tompkin & Anna Filoromo 

Hours of Operation 
Tuesday and Thursday 2pm to 6pm 

Saturday 9am to 5pm 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525  
Co-Directors: Suzanne Diodato & Johanna Uggla 

www.stjamespreschool.com  
 

Vestry Members - Term 2018 
Judy Benne 

Rob Deitcher 
Jack Edmonds 
JoAnn Mattia 

Vestry Members - Term 2019 
Rebecca Barger 

Mary Anne Feeley 
Tom Hudecheck 

Carol Ryan 

Vestry Members  - Term 2020 
Judy Craig 

Susan Edmonds 
Tim Gemmell 

Cathy Weisser 


