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Rector’s Message 
My “new year’s day” occurred very recently: November 27, 2016. I share 
this because, when the Season of Advent begins, the new “church year” 
begins. Advent of course being followed by Christmas Day and Christ-
mas Season (“Christmastide”) which lasts until The Epiphany, January 
6th. Like Christmas however, Epiphany is a whole season, which some 
years lasts up to eight weeks long. Then there is Ash Wednesday and 
the Season of Lent, Holy Week, Easter Day and the Season of Easter, 
and then the Day of Pentecost—which understandably ushers in the 
Season of Pentecost. The Season of Pentecost lasts all summer and 
fall…until Advent arrives once again. The entire Church year in a para-
graph. 
 

We here in the United States use the Gregorian calendar (as is the case 
with the rest of the Western world) and that system officially recognizes 
January 1st as New Year’s Day. But for me, Advent I is a more meaning-
ful way of starting things new once again. Advent is the time of preparing 
for the birth of Jesus Christ, that great event known as the Incarnation 
which is as good a word as one can offer to describe our Episcopal the-
ological understanding.  
 

With the Nativity of Jesus, everything changes. The former ways have 
been overthrown. A New Covenant has been created which builds upon 
and simultaneously replaces the former ways. Is it not a blessing that 
the Church still offers a season for honoring the “thanksgiving” (or Eu-
charistia in New Testament Greek) of Jesus’ birth?  
 

During this beautiful and much-beloved sweep of Advent, Christmas, 
and Epiphany, look for new ways to deepen your faith. Take time to give 
thanks for all that God constantly gives to all of us in creation. Prepare 
for Jesus’ return through ruminating on Holy Scripture; get your fingers 
poked with the evergreen bowels and thin green wire as you teach a 
child how to make an Advent Wreath; participate in an Advent Reflection 
on Sunday mornings, or worship the daily office of Compline on 
Wednesday evenings in Advent. Celebrate St. James’ wonderful Christ-
mas Eve services, or perhaps the more quiet and introspective Christ-
mas Day Holy Eucharist. Take in a new Book Club offering. Discern if 
you are called to church governance and the parish’s vestry. Or perhaps 
consider joining in a new (to you!) Outreach ministry. If you are a high 
schooler, check out our new Young Adults in the Church (YAC) group a 
couple of Sunday nights a month. Don’t you think Epiphany would be 
just perfect for a Newcomers’ Inquirers’ Class? There are so many ways 
to become involved, or maybe try something new. And it all begins with 
Advent. It all begins by preparing for Christ’s coming into the world once 
again.  

 

Christmas Services 
 

Christmas Eve 
4:30pm  

Holy Eucharist Rite II  
Contemporary  Service 

with  
Forever Endeavor  

 

8:30pm  
Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Traditional with Organist 
and Chancel Choir 

  

Christmas Day 
10:00am  

Holy Eucharist with the 
Blessing of the Toys 

 
Sunday, New Year’s Day 

7:45am 
Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:00am 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Contemporary no music 

No nursery care   
10:00am - Coffee Hour  

No  Sunday School Classes 

 11:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Traditional 



 

2 

2017 VESTRY NOMINATIONS 

If you have a passion for the ministries and people of St. James’ Church, please con-
sider nominating yourself to serve the church as a vestry member. Nominations of oth-
ers are also welcomed. All members of the church in good standing and over the age 
of 17 are eligible to serve on the vestry. We will have 4 positions to fill at the upcoming 
annual meeting in February. The vestry meets once per month, with responsibility for 
overseeing the ministries, finances and property of the church. A vestry term lasts 3 
years, and an individual may serve no more than 2 consecutive terms. 
 

We are also seeking to fill the role of Diocesan Convention Delegate, also voted on at the annual meeting. 
 

To nominate yourself or someone else, please contact the Junior Warden (Rob Deitcher, rwd5k@virginia.edu, 610
-883-8035) or a member of the Nominating Committee (Jack Edmonds, Carol D’Andrea, Diane Brown, Joann 
Mattia and Sandy Hodgson). If you prefer not to serve if nominated, please inform a member of the Nominating 
Committee or the parish office . 
 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

If you have not yet sent in your pledge, or are reluctant to make a pledge, let me share a few words about the 
practical part of pledging! 
 

Some people resist putting a number on a card because they fear that they may become unable to honor the 
pledge because of circumstances beyond their control.  If this happens to you, it will not be the first time it has 
happened in this or any other parish.  People sometimes find themselves needing to reduce or cease paying 
their pledges altogether until their situations change.   

Quarterly statements are intended as periodic indications of what you have given. They are intended both as a 
reminder to you and as your opportunity to make certain your gifts have been properly recorded for tax pur-
poses. 

The Vestry, whose members are stewards elected by you to serve as the leaders of the congregation, has an obli-
gation to the community (as well as a legal fiduciary responsibility in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania!) to 
plan wisely for the coming year.  It places an unfair burden on them to do that without a fairly accurate idea of 
what resources they are working with.  Pledge cards really help us do our job! 

 

Thank you. Dick McConnell, Rector’s Warden 
 

 ADVENT REFLECTION SESSIONS OFFERED IN DECMEBER 

December 4, 11, 18 

Laura Harting will be offering an Advent Reflection in December  after the 9am service for the 
last 3 weeks of Advent.  Please email her if you would like to participate or would like more 
information.  lbharting@verizon.net 
  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

St. James’ Church wants to offer a Women’s Bible Study, possibly meeting Saturday mornings, Sundays after the 
11am service or Sundays evening.  Laura Harting is interested in helping to lead this group but would really love a 
co-leader to help with planning and lessons.  Please contact Laura at lbharting@verizon.net if you would like to 
help, attend or need more information. 
 

 

LADIES CRAFT NIGHT  
Wednesday, December 14 at 7pm in Bartholomew Hall 

The lights are on the tree, the ornaments hung, but there is a bare spot that needs to 
be filled. Join us for Ladies Craft Night on December 14 at 7pm where we will create 
one of a kind ornaments that will complete your collection or make a wonderful gift.  
 

Please bring the following supplies:   
For the ball ornament - 24 gauge floral wire (any color) and an 
 assortment of small glass beads.  
For the star ornament - a polystyrene tray (like the one that 
 meat is packaged on) and any color yarn.  

 

Carol will supply all other needed materials. Bring some Christmas cookies as a snack to 
share. If there are any questions, please add them to the comments section on the RSVP 
form found on the St. James website. 



3 

 

COMPLINE DURING ADVENT 

Join fellow parishioners and Fr. John as St. James’ offers one of the beloved daily offices from the Book of Com-
mon Prayer that does not share in the routine worshiping cycle at most parishes: Compline. “An Order of Prayer 
for Compline,” beginning in page 127 in the BCP, will be offered Wednesday evenings throughout the Season of 
Advent beginning at 9:00 p.m. in the nave in front of the Altar. The first such Wednesday is November 30th and the 
last Wednesday, December 23rd.   
 

This will be another opportunity for parishioners and newcomers to the church to deepen their weekly prayer life 
as worshipers participate within the “pattern of prayer at the time of going to bed,” as the service is described by 
liturgists Lois Weil and Charles Price (Liturgy for Living, Morehouse Publishing, 2000, Revised Edition). This re-
flective, non-Eucharistic prayer service can be a perfect addition to one’s spiritual disciplines for the penitential 
Season of Advent. If you have never worshiped Compline before, as our bishop diocesan, the Rt. Rev. Daniel 
Gutierrez like to say of opportunities in general within The Episcopal Church, “Come and See!” If you are interest-
ed in leading a service or perhaps in assisting, please contact Fr. John. Participants can expect to be on the road 
home once again by 9:30 p.m. All are welcome!    
 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING AT ST. JAMES PLACE APARTMENTS 

The Chancel Choir, led by our organist Jill Lewis, will once again be sharing the spirit 
of the season with our next-door neighbors, the residents of St. James Place Apart-
ments. This annual tradition of the parish will be taking place on Wednesday, De-
cember 14th beginning at 7:15pm.  
 

St. James Place Apartments is a forty-unit, rental property facility located at 350 
Pennsylvania Avenue, just behind the church. St. James Place Apartments caters to 
senior citizens who meet US Department of Housing and Urban Development guide-

lines for individuals requiring subsidized rental arrangements. The original idea of helping address the need for 
more affordable housing for the area’s elderly was the mid-1970’s brainchild of former parish priest Fr. John Bar-
tholomew.  
 

Consequently the parish has a 40-year history of ministering to various needs of the residents of St. James Place 
Apartments. Moreover the parish is also actively involved with the Board of St. James Place, Inc. (known as “the 
Inc.”) which helps oversee specific social and recreational needs of the tenants throughout various times of the 
year. One of the parish Outreach Committee’s seven specific fields of mission is our on-going relationship with St. 
James Place Apartments.   

 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

December-Dec. 2 at 11:00 at Downingtown Country Club 

Sisters in Law, the story of Sandra Day O'Connor, Ruth Bader Ginsburg and the  
Supreme Court. 
 

January 20 

House Rules by Jodi Picoult, the story of a teenager with Asberger's syndrome, who 
may be involved in a murder.  
 

Contact Peggy Leister for more information about the book club at Blakesgram27@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

    SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2017 IS ON THE  
    HALLWAY BULLETIN BOARD  

    JUST WAITING FOR YOU TO SIGN UP!!! 



 

4 

 SPOTLIGHT ON OUTREACH 

The various outreach ministries of St. James’ have been hard at work in the community, thanks to the generous 
support and gifts from the parish. Already this past fall, Birthright of Coatesville has raised well over $200 in ba-
by bottle donations and sales from the Downingtown Senior Center Craft Fair. This was added to boxes of mate-
rial donations, including clothes, eco-friendly cleaning supplies, baby wipes, personal care products and hand-
made nursing covers. More baby bottles are still available to be filled. Contact Christine Deitcher for information.  
 

Donations to Bouncing Back have enabled this ministry to continue sending books to children of all ages affect-
ed by divorce. Restocking books can be costly, as books are purchased in bulk, 100 at a time, but the moving 
thank you notes this ministry receives indicate Bouncing Back continues to be helpful to children whose parents 
are divorcing.  Fortunately, the book targeting young children has been replenished after having been out of 
stock for awhile. Bouncing Back would also gratefully accept any holiday donations to help buy the book, When 
Dinosaurs Divorce, which targets elementary-aged children. 
  
Even the Sunday School students got in on the act, assembling Halloween treat bags that were delivered to St. 
James Place resident as a festive offering. 
 

Lords Pantry of Downingtown update: This year St. James’ is sponsoring three separate families. This means 
each service is getting the chance to focus on a different family, and even more opportunities to get involved in 
this festive ministry.  The gifts for the families are piled high in the parish office!!! 
 

St. James’ Environmental Ministry is exploring a community clean up effort through the Adopt a Road program. 
The ministry is currently seeking adult volunteers to participate in four work details per year for two years. If in-
terested, contact Kim Symonds for more information.  
 

The Troop Care Package program is currently seeking suggestions for additional overseas service people who 
might benefit from the continued generosity of St James’ parishioners. Even thought the donations continue to 
be dropped off, we are down to one recipient and are hoping to expand the effort, even to non-parishioners. If 
you know of someone or would like to join the Troop Care Package committee, please contact Tony Carroll at 
610-405-6606. 

 

 

ST. JAMES’ JOINS ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY WITH NEW OUTREACH 

At the November 2016 monthly Vestry meeting, Outreach Committee presented a new opportunity to the 
parish’s governing body and the proposal was passed: to formally adopt the stretch of Lancaster Avenue begin-
ning at the intersection of Quarry Road and heading East to the intersection of Wallace Avenue [PA Route 282]. 
Consequently the parish now has entered into an agreement with PennDOT to clean up that section of Business 

30 at least four (4) times a year; moreover, the agreement lasts for 
a minimum of two (2) years. Either the State or our parish can ter-
minate the agreement after that time, but it can also automatically 
renew if we wish to continue in the clean-up effort. As part of the 
agreement with PennDOT, St. James’ will be recognized as the 
stewards of this stretch with the standard blue and white road 
signs. This initiative is being spearheaded by the Protecting the 
Environment sub-committee of the Outreach Committee. (This is 
one of seven (7) subcommittees that comprise the overall Out-
reach ministry efforts at St. James’.) 

 

Twenty-five individuals have already signed up as prospective helpers for the quarterly clean-up effort. For 
those wishing to participate, all volunteers must undergo PennDOT’s own safety training before they are able to 
participate with “feet-on-the-ground.” The Outreach Committee has also deemed that this ministry be limited to 
adults only within the parish. The individuals most involved with Protecting the Environment are envisioning a 
Saturday morning time slot for this new outreach effort. Although the Adopt-A-Highway program was begun in 
Texas in 1985, since the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s joining the national movement in 1990, the Keystone 
State now has the largest state-wide program in America. For more information about this outreach ministry and 
our parish’s efforts contact Kim Symonds at (610) 314-5227 or kjsymonds@yahoo.com.    
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HOSPITALIZATION REMINDER  
It is important to notify the rector or parish 
administrator when you or a family member 
is in the hospital.  Due to privacy laws, hospi-
tals are no longer able to give the church 
information.   Please let us know when you 
are in the hospital. After hours pastoral 
emergencies, our rector can be reached at 

610-314-5482.   Do you need help with meals?  Our 
Ministry of Meals can help.  Contact the parish adminis-
trator or Mandy Watson 

 
 
 
 
 

 Altar Flowers  
for 

December and January 
are offered in loving memory of 

 

December 4 
Richard and Jane McConnell 

 

December 18 
Marvin Bray, Donald Harting,  

Katherine Harting and Shirley Harting 

 

December 25 
Margaret and Raymond Greenleaf 

Tom and Jane Greenleaf 
Stanley and Eleanor Landis 

Luke M. Andrews 

 

January 1 
Robert K. Flickinger 

 

January 8 
Joann Baumann 

Louise W. Felton 

 

January 15 
Eleanor R. Feeley 

 

January 22 
George S. Zacharkow 

 
Altar Flowers can be given each Sunday (except during 
Lent) in memory of or in thanksgiving of a loved one.  

Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar Guild 
Flower Book located on the table outside the Chapel. En-

velopes for payment ($50) are next to the book.  

THE RESULTS FROM THE  
233

RD
 DIOCESAN CONVENTION 

Election Results: 
The Standing Committee (1 Clergy; 1 Lay) 
The Rev. Kirk Berlenbach 

Mr. Eric Rabe 

 

Commission on Clergy Compensation  
and Employee Benefits (1 Clergy; 1 Lay) 
Dr. Marc Andonian 

Diocesan Disciplinary Board (2 Clergy; 2 Lay) 
The Rev. Dr. Nancy Dilliplane 

The Rev. Rick Vinson 

Mr. Richard Fitzgerald 

Ms. Alfeia DeVaughn Goodwin 

 

Finance Committee (1 Clergy; 1 Lay) 
The Rev. Adam Kradel 
Ms. Dana Hall 
 

Church Foundation Board (1 Clergy; 4 Lay) 
The Rev. Ed Shiley 

Ms. Alfeia DeVaughn Goodwin 

Ms. Loretha Badger 
Mrs. Roberta Torian 

Mr. Clifford Kozemchak  
 

General Convention (4 Clergy; 4 Lay) 
The Rev. Kirk Berlenbach 

The Rev. Kathryn Andonian 

The Rev. Hillary Raining 

The Rev. Koshy Mathews 

Mr. Christopher Hart 
Ms. Liz Wendt 
Mr. George Vosburgh 

Ms. Karen Lash 

 

Christmas Fund (4 Lay) 
Ms. Anne Atlee 

Mrs. Janet Ross 

Mrs. Shirley Morris 

Ms. Nancy Iredale 

 

Nominations Committee (2 Clergy; 2 Lay) 
The Rev. Amanda Eiman 

The Rev. Jeff Moretzsohn 

Ms. Marcia Hinton 

Ms. Betty Berry-Holmes 

  

Resolutions before the 233rd Convention 

Clergy Financial Assistance Assessment (RA-2017) - 
PASSED 

 

Clergy Compensation Resolution (RB 2017) - 
PASSED 

 

Companion Diocese Resolution - PASSED 

 

Widow's Corporation Anniversary Resolution - 
PASSED 

 

Proposed Budget - PASSED 
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November has been a time of giving thanks and we at St. James’ Preschool are thank-
ful for all the blessings we have been given: a wonderful staff, caring families, and a 
supportive church. The preschoolers spent much of the month talking about things they 
are thankful for, everything from good friends, to gummy bears, to a favorite toy! We 
enjoyed coming together as Pilgrims and Indians in our homemade costumes to share 
a feast of turkey sandwiches, applesauce, and popcorn, lovingly prepared by our par-
ents. What a special way to celebrate the holiday. 

 

We have been enjoying our Chapel Time with Father John and are very thankful of that special time together. We 
have learned that the church is “God’s house” and learned what is special about candles. We explored the stained 
glass windows and learned that each window tells a story. We have loved getting to know Father John and spend-
ing time with him. 
 

All of us at the preschool are overjoyed with the festivity of the season. The children are getting ready for Christ-
mas by making decorations for our upcoming Breakfast with Santa on December 3, making gifts for their parents, 
and singing holiday songs in the classroom. Our families are donating gifts for families through our Angel Tree 
Program and The Lord’s Pantry. The Pre-K classes can’t wait to share their Gingerbread Housemaking Parties 
with their parents and friends at the end of the month. So much fun and excitement are ahead. 
 

We hope all of the St. James’ Family has a happy and healthy Christmas season filled with love. Take time to en-
joy your loved ones and catch up with old friends. Find some time to do something that brings you peace (relax 
and curl up by the fire with a good book or do something that makes you happy!) 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla 

 

 
THRIFT SHOP NEWS 

We have been very busy in the shop organizing and rearranging to find the right fit for 
all our stock. We are still in a transition phase, but our recent purchase of four large 
moveable steel racks certainly has improved our lack of storage issue. These new racks 
have four shelves and are wide enough to hold numerous things. Right now we are put-
ting glassware and linens on these racks so that the tables can be freed up. 
 

We want to thank Judy and Sam Benne for the patience and time to put all these racks 
together. It is always daunting when there are a million pieces in a box!! 
 

We recently participated in a Senior Citizen Center craft fair that has given us the opportunity to sell our items as 
well as given us thrift shop exposure. We packed up a random selection of items that we have on our sales floor 
and displayed them on a table as well as distributing leaflets to advertise our shop and our new hours. The re-
sponse was positive since it not only gave us the opportunity to make a little money but reach many Seniors as 
well as shoppers who now know of another shopping destination. Thank you Judy Benne, Peg Leister and Shirley 
Tompkin for manning our table and spreading the news. 
 

Now that winter is approaching we are in the fall/winter mode for clothing donation. We have had a two week bag 
sale to make room for all the incoming warm articles and of course all the Christmas items. Keep in mind that we 
had not stored anything this summer due to the construction, so we will be in need of holiday sartorial attire as 
well as holiday gifts. We could use candles, knick knacks, small trees, and ornaments etc. Please no large trees 
since we do not have adequate space to display. 
 

Thank you for your support 
Anna Filoromo 
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Free is Good 

• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE            HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!    

For the Month of DecemberFor the Month of DecemberFor the Month of DecemberFor the Month of December    

Jim Umhofer  December 1 

Jimmy DiOttavio December 2 

David Craig  December 4 

Edie Tritz  December 4 

Ryan Feeley  December 5 

Edwin Carpenter Jr. December 7 

Ella Deitcher  December 7 

Christopher Rieder December 8 

Chris Samuelson December 8 

Judy Benne  December 9 

Diana Lubwama  December 10 

Joe Maenner  December 11 

Louise McIlvaine December 11 

Don Greenleaf  December 14 

Jim Keller  December 15 

Kerri Crompton  December 17 

Alberta Landis  December 17 

Nakai Miriyoga  December 17 

Emma Wagner  December 17 

Pat Wood  December 19 

Sam Johnson  December 20 

Matt Ryan  December 22 

Colleen Teears  December 23 

Chase Crompton December 24 

Bernice Burgess  December 26 

John Bartholomew December 28 

Joan Craft  December 28 

Dave Dalziel  December 29 

Blair Stockton  December 31 

Gary Teears  December 31 

 

 

 

For the Month of JanuaryFor the Month of JanuaryFor the Month of JanuaryFor the Month of January    

Nancy Glidden  January 1 

Tim Heurich  January 1 

Karen Meacham January 2 

Jayne Shea  January 3 

Blake Leister  January 5 

Christine Johnson January 6 

Karen Andrews  January 10 

Alison Sharpless  January 10 

Judy Craig  January 11 

Bev Hotton  January 11 

Gavin Butler  January 12 

McFredlin Turay January 14 

Diane Umile  January 16 

Jenn Wagner  January 16 

Tristin Clauser  January 17 

Linda Scaffidi  January 17 

Mary Carpenter  January 18 

Paul Long  January 18 

Megan McIlvaine January 18 

Connor Sharamatew January 19 

David Vasko  January 19 

Gino D'Andrea  January 21 

Debbie Wrigley  January 21 

Doris Curley  January 22 

Scott Fritz  January 22 

Kristen Vasko  January 23 

Jeff McIntyre  January 26 

Benjamin Glidden January 27 

Taylor Heurich  January 27 

Kathy Mason  January 27 

Dick McConnell January 29 

Jennifer Teears  January 29 

Ethan Kosits  January 30  
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Sunday Service Schedule  
7:45am  - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Contemporary 

Nursery care during the 9am and 11am services  
10:00am - Fellowship and Coffee Hour in Bartholomew Hall 

10:00am - Sunday School Classes 

 11:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Traditional 

STAFF 

 

Rector 
The Rev. John W. Symonds 

 sjcrector@verizon.net 
 

Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
Luann McIlvaine  

sjcparishoffice@verizon.net 
 

Christian Education Coordinator 
Beth Sharamatew 

sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net 
 

 Organist            Sexton    
   Jill Lewis           Jack Mea 

 

Sunday Nursery: Lauren Kety and Megan McIlvaine 

 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 

409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 

Open Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 1pm,  
Closed Fridays 

 

St. James’ Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  
Co-Managers: Shirley Tompkin and Anna Filoromo 

Tuesday and Thursday ~ 2pm - 6pm 

Saturday ~ 9am to 5pm 

 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525  
Co-Directors: Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla 

www.stjamespreschool.com  

Vestry Members  - Term 2017 

Laura Harting  
Peggy Leister 

Dick McConnell 
Ron Meacham 

Vestry Members - Term 2018 

Judy Benne 

Rob Deitcher 
Jack Edmonds 

JoAnn Mattia 

Vestry Members - Term 2019 

Rebecca Barger 
Mary Anne Feeley 

Tom Hudecheck 

Carol Ryan 

You Are Invited to Attend the Annual St. James’  
Christmas Pageant on December 18th during the 11 am service.   

Everyone is welcome to watch as the children retell the traditional Christmas story.  If 
your child or grandchildren would like to participate, please contact Beth Sharamatew at 

sjcsundayschool2@verizon.ent 

Downingtown Good Neighbor  
Christmas Parade 

Saturday, December 10th at 3:00pm 
All are welcome to join the fun 

Young children can ride on the float (fun!).  Members of 
the congregation and our youth group will hand out special 
treats along the parade route (yum!). Back at St. James’, 
members will greet parade-watchers in front of the 
church with hot cocoa and cookies (again…yum!). There 
may even be caroling (Falalalala!)   Contact Rich Carango 
or Desiree Clauser for more details or  if you would like 
to volunteer to help.  


