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The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?  
the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?  

~ Psalm 27:1 

Sunday Service  

Schedule 
7:45am  

Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 

9:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Contemporary 
 

Nursery care during  

the 9am and 11am services  
 

10:00am  
Fellowship and Coffee Hour  

in Bartholomew Hall 
 

10:00am  
Sunday School Classes 

 

 11:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Traditional 

 

Annual Parish  

Meeting  

and  

Vestry Elections 
Sunday, Feb 21, 2016 at 

10:00 am 
In Bartholomew Hall 

Our regularly scheduled  

11:00 a.m.  service  

Holy Eucharistic Rite II 

will be moved to  

11:30 am for  

Sunday, Feb. 21, 2016 only 

From Father John 
 
The bishop will be leading worship at St. James’ on Sunday, May 22nd [Trinity Sun-
day] for his biennial visit to the parish. One of the time-honored traditions of an epis-
copal stop at any parish church is the reception of new members to our denomination 
as well as offering the Sacrament of Confirmation. Confirmation, as defined within the 
Catechism in the Book of Common Prayer, is “is the rite in which we express a mature 
commitment to Christ, and receive strength from the Holy Spirit through prayer and 
the laying on of hands by a bishop.” (BCP, p. 860) As the writers of the Prayer Book 
duly anticipated, the usual follow-up question of “What is required of those to be con-
firmed (known as “confirmands”)?” is also addressed in the catechism.  
 

Here are the requirements: “It is required of those to be confirmed that they have  

been baptized, are sufficiently instructed in the Christian Faith, are penitent for their 
sins, and are ready to affirm their confession of Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord.” (BCP, p. 860) 
 

I am going to be putting together a program of confirmation classes for all of our pa-
rishioners who have not yet partaken in this sacramental rite but who would like to do 
so. The goal will be full inclusion in the celebratory Eucharist on May 22nd with the 
bishop; moreover, the program will be taking place in this first quarter of 2016. Pres-
ently there are approximately a dozen high school students who would be eligible to 
become “confirmands” (those who are to be confirmed). Usually a good rule of thumb 
is 8th

-9th graders (14-15 year olds) are the typical age for individuals going through a 
confirmation program. However adults who have never been confirmed but who 
would like to do so are also encouraged to participate.  
 

The offerings will be taught and led by a combination of clergy and laity; moreover, it 
is my hope to have age-appropriate participatory groups. If there are enough later-
middle school aged youth eligible to participate, we will plan on having a separate 
class for them. Likewise, we will also plan on a class specifically for adults. If you 
have any questions regarding the appropriateness of participating, or you may have 
youth who fall into one of the above-described cohorts, please do not hesitate to con-
tact me.  
 

Aside from the traditional answers offered within our catechism, simply put, confir-
mation is the sacrament which enables confirmands to receive again the Holy Spirit 
through the laying on of hands by one’s bishop. And it is that process whereby the 
confirmands can understand and share in their own baptismal covenants (lest we for-
get that Episcopalians believe in infant baptisms!) by learning more deeply and inten-
tionally about their own Christian journey. Confirmation, while mysterious and grace-

filled because of the sacramentality of the rite, is also a public witnessing to be a fol-
lower of Jesus Christ. The Season of Epiphany, is therefore a perfect time and oppor-
tunity for us to share in this joy with the uninitiated.  
 

All peace, 
 

Fr. John+ 
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MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
RESUMES FEBRUARY 17 

Our Lenten theme:  

Pain and Suffering:  
Where is God When it Hurts? 

“My best friend died in a car wreck. My grandfather died of 
cancer. My sister has MS. My parents got divorced. If God is 
supposed to be good and loving, how can he allow such ter-
rible things to happen?” 
 

We will meet in the church library. Newcomers are welcome 
and there’s no homework. We have three simple ground 
rules: 1) begin and end on time 2) mutual respect and 3) 
complete confidentiality. Meetings run from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
on Wednesdays beginning February 17 and ending March 
23. Co-facilitators Rob Deitcher and Don Harting follow the 
tried-and-true small group study format contained in the 
Serendipity Bible. Admission is free but please sign up in 
the hallway so we know how many packets to make for the 
first meeting. Brought to you by the Brotherhood of St. An-
drew. Questions? Contact Rob rwd5k@virginia.edu or Don 
donharting@verizon.net. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 
Members of the church book club have read thirty-nine 
books in the last three years. The books are primarily popu-
lar fiction and are suggested by members. We take turns 
choosing the book for the month and facilitating  the discus-
sion at the upcoming meeting.  
 

Six of us meet to comment, share, and learn while enjoying 
lunch at Panera's.  Because of weather concerns and vaca-
tions, we will not meet in February.  
 

The March book  for March 18 will be  
Our Souls at Night by Kent Haruf, whose breakthrough nov-
el was Plainsong. Haruf wrote this novel as he was dying, 
and it takes a lively look at love in our twilight years. The 
discussion will be great on this one.  
Consider joining us. Peg Leister 
 

LADIES CRAFT NIGHT 
Ladies, come enjoy soft music and 
tasty snacks as we try out the newest 
craft craze, Adult Coloring. Which do 
you prefer, crayons, markers or col-
ored pencils? Try them all out as we 
color away on Ladies Craft Night, 
Wednesday, February 10 at 7:00 pm 
in Bartholomew Hall. Did you get an 

awesome coloring book for Christmas? Bring it with you or 
pick one up for yourself at any craft, book or toy store. I will 
also have assorted coloring pages available. There will be 
plenty of crayons, markers and colored pencils for all to use. 
Please use the form on the church website to RSVP, or text 
Carol at 610-547-9182. No fee or materials necessary. Snack 
volunteers needed.  
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
We have enjoyed five wonderful years working with the 
delightful children and dedicated volunteers of Vacation 
Bible School.  Now, as we explore other ways to serve the 
Lord, we have decided to step down as directors of VBS. 
 

We are reaching out to the congregation to find new direc-
tors.  If you choose to do so, you won’t be alone!  We’ll still 
be participating, here to share everything we’ve learned and 
continuing as volunteers in 2016. 
 

If you consider this ministry, you might want to think about 
co-directing.  Although we had not met before VBS, we be-
came good friends through the years we worked together. 
 

If you would like to be part of the spiritual growth of chil-
dren and have a lot of fun doing so, please contact us or Lu-
ann.  We’ll be happy to answer questions!  If you let us 
know by early January of 2016, we can join you as you se-
lect a brand new program of your choice.  The professionally 
written programs are great, chock full of many ideas, activi-
ties and lessons. 
 

We hope you’ll consider this wonderful ministry. 
 

Sincerely, 
Judy Benne  (610)-350-8437  sbenne@dejazzd.com 

Gail Gilbert  (484)-883-4940  gailsusanstuart@gmail.com 

S
e

ssio
n

 

Date Topic 

Bible  

passage 

Story 

1 2/17 HARSH RE-

ALITIES 

Job 1:1–22 Job loses it 

all 

2 2/24 

  

WHEN WILL 

IT END? 

Job 2:1–10 Job gets 

blasted 

again 

3 3/2 HARD QUES-

TIONS 

John 9:1–34 Why was he 

born blind? 

4 3/9 FINDING 

GOD 

1 Kings 19:1–

18 

The gentle 

whisper 

5 3/16 COMFORT-

ED BY OTH-

ERS 

Mark 2:1–12 Four friends 

who cared 

6 3/23 THINGS CAN 

CHANGE 

Job 42:7–17 Job is re-

stored 

SCHEDULE FOR EACH SESSION 

7:30 to 7:45 p.m. Coffee and small talk 

7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Bible study 

8:30 to 9:00 p.m. Group prayer 
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CELEBRATE OUR COMMUNITY OF   
FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY AT 

ST. JAMES’ 33rd ANNUAL AUCTION  
APRIL 23, 2016 

 
WHY IS OUR ANNUAL AUCTION SO IMPORTANT? 
It helps fund our community outreach programs 

It is our largest fundraiser and social event of the year 
 

WHAT DO WE NEED TO MAKE IT SUCCESSFUL? 
Donations from community businesses & parishioners 

Selling lots of raffle tickets for great prizes 

Volunteers for various committees 

Lots of attendees  
Great bartenders & and a lively auctioneer 
Great food & desserts 

 

HOW CAN YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 
•Share names and addresses of friends to invite and businesses to solicit. 

•Donate an item or share a skill. Use those extra frequent flier miles to buy an auction donation, or offer to paint a 
room or bake some pies. 

•Buy tickets to attend – still only $30 and that includes dinner and an open bar! 

•Buy raffle tickets. 

•Volunteer – here’s what we need: 
 
 Other Committees: 
  Administrative – mailings, etc. 
  Donation pick-up crew 

  Donation management & logging 

  Basket-making 

  Food, Beverages & Desserts 

  Decorating, Set-up/Tear Down 

  Auction Night Item Handlers (young adults) 
  Auction Night Computer Check-In & Check Out 
 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE…..BUY TICKETS, VOLUNTEER and ATTEND! 
Committee volunteers – Contact Carol McConnell (610-524-2447) 

DOWNINGTOWN 

CHRISTMAS PARADE 
 

The St James community came 
together in full force to par-
ticipate in the Downingtown 

Christmas Parade 2015. There 
were volunteers building the 

float, staffing the hospitality 
station along the parade route, 
riding the float, walking along 

the parade route with the 
float, handing out candy canes 

and organizing the post parade party in Bartholomew Hall. 
 

All in all a great day. On top of that, our float won first prize! 
 

Congratulations to Rich Carango, the float crew and all members of St. James’ on another great event 
bringing our church family and the community together 
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Hopefully everyone had a won-
derful holiday season and is 
looking forward to a great 2016. 
Our thrift shop got a two week 
respite and we took the oppor-
tunity to clean the shelves and 
organize the new merchandise 
for our January opening. 
 

We got a little hitch in that the shop was flooded twice 
so we had an extra day delay in opening. However the 
water problem was quickly addressed and the following 
day we were back in business. The construction is under 
way and last week we got our new window well covers 
which look fantastic. What a great improvement from 
those wavy plastic covers which shook, rattled and 
broke with every storm. 
 

Shirley and I have had meetings with the representatives 
from Vestry addressing some new enhancements to the 
everyday functions of the shop. Some will be physical 
and some will be institutional. The first project was to 
replace the scratched and marred glass top on the jewel-
ry counter.  Now everyone can see the items under the 
glass.  We will also have some additional new shelving 
and racks installed that will utilize our space more ade-
quately as well as reconfiguring our present layout.  
This will be done gradually and we will keep you post-
ed as the improvements happen.  Time for a fresh new 
look! 
 

Now that winter temperatures are upon us we will final-
ly be able to sell some of our heavy winter clothing. We 
have stockpiled some in our storage room due to the 
mild few months and will be putting them out promptly. 
So now is the time to bring in any donations that are 
weather appropriate for winter. 
 

By the time you read this we will have our Valentine 
decorations, clothing and knick knacks on our dedicated 
table. Come in and browse our displays. 
Once again thank you for your dedication to the thrift 
shop! 
Anna Filoromo 

Happy 2016 from all of us at St. 
James Preschool.  2015 was a 
wonderful year for us, welcoming 
new families to our school and 
giving the preschool a makeover 
with fresh paint and vibrant ac-
cent colors.  We enjoyed some 
time with Pastor Elizabeth before 

she left and are happy to welcome Father John.  We look 
forward to a wonderful, fun-filled 2016. 
 

January was a month filled with fun.  We quickly got 
back into the routine of things after enjoying a nice 
Christmas break with our families.  We have been 
missing our playground time with the weather being so 
cold, but we have had some fun indoor recess in the 
parish hall.  Our wonderful teachers have found great 
creative ways to pass the time.  We also enjoyed a 
field trip to United Sports Training Center which 
helped chase away the winter blues.  We look forward 
to our upcoming fundraising night at Chuck E. Cheese 
where we can come together as a preschool family to 
enjoy some games and pizza. 
 

The kids have been busy learning their songs in prepa-
ration for the much-anticipated Mommy and Me Tea 
Party in February.  We all love celebrating our special 
moms by creating a craft for them and performing 
some Valentine’s songs (and of course we love the tea 
and cookies too!).    
 

Openings are still available for the 2016/17 school 
year, so if you would like a tour or have any questions 
feel free to call our office.  Registration is ongoing. 
 

Have a wonderful winter and stay warm! 
Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla  

Welcome to the Newest Members  
of the Ministry of Acolytes 

 

Charlotte Barger 
Tristin Clauser 

Alayna Sharamatew 
Adam Carango 

 

The acolyte ministry stems from Old Testament 
times.  The Holy Scriptures tell of the Prophet Samuel 
assisting Eli the priest, and of Elijah being assisted by 
Elisha.  The New Testament illustrates early Christian 
adoption of this custom, retained to the present day as 
the honored office of acolyte.  The acolyte assist 
priests and deacons in the celebration of the Holy  
Eucharist and other rites of the Church. 

Downingtown Community Noontime 
Lenten Services 

The Churches in the Downingtown area will  
celebrate a noontime service followed by lunch each 
Wednesday during Lent.  The complete schedule of 

service locations will be available soon 

 

St. James’ Episcopal Church will be the host on  
February 24th.  If you would to volunteer to help with 

the lunch contact Luann in the parish office. 
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Support Group Meetings   
In Bartholomew Hall  

Monday     7:00pm       Monday Message Open AA 
Tuesday: 8:00pm NA 
1st Tuesday of month   8:00pm    District AA 
Friday: 8:00pm AA and Al Anon 
Saturday: 6:30pm AA 

 

Church or preschool committee and groups, please  
contact the parish office to schedule use of the building 

 Thomas Fredericksen February 2 

 Bruce Shipley  February 3 

 Rita Hudecheck  February 6 

 Daphne Snyder  February 10 

 Geoff Burgess  February 12 

 Dawn Kirk  February 12 

 Zeke Umile  February 12 

 Melissa Snyder  February 13 

 Ken Leister  February 14 

 Ed Carpenter  February 15 

 Timmy Gemmell February 15 

 Rebecca Worthington-Fritz February 15 

 Victoria Lubwama February 16 

 Gerrie Greenleaf February 17 

 Taylor Ryan  February 19 

 Finley Torelli  February 22 

 Beth Sharamatew February 23 

 Jack Cerullo  February 24 

 Pete McIlvaine  February 24 

 Keith Coleman  February 25 

 Liliana Holman  February 25 

 Lauren Benne  February 26 

 Tip McCabe  February 26 

 Jacob Florio  February 27 

 Jillian Florio  February 27 

Free is Good 

• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE            HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

February BirthdaysFebruary BirthdaysFebruary BirthdaysFebruary Birthdays    

February 7 
Fred and Elizabeth Ruby 
Hugh J. and Ina Feeley 

 
There are no flowers on the altar during Lent 

 
 

Altar Flowers can be given each Sunday (except during 
Lent) in memory of or in thanksgiving of a loved one.  

Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar Guild 
Flower Book located on the corner table near the main 
entrance. Envelopes for payment ($45) are next to the 

book.  

 February Altar Flowers  
are offered in loving memory of 

HOSPITALIZATION REMINDER  
It is important to notify the rector or parish administrator when you or a family member is in the hospital.  Due to privacy 
laws, hospitals are no longer able to give the church information.   Please let us know when you are in the hospital. After 
hours pastoral emergencies, our rector can be reach at 610-314-5482.   Do you need help with meals?  Our Ministry of Meals 
can help.  Contact the parish administrator or Mandy Watson 



Rector 
The Rev. John W. Symonds 

 sjcrector@verizon.net 

Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 

Luann McIlvaine  
sjcparishoffice@verizon.net 

Christian Education Coordinator 
Beth Sharamatew 

sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 

409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 
Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 1pm, Closed Fridays 

Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  

Monday - Thursday: 10:00am – 3:00pm 
1st & 3rd Saturdays each month:  9am - 1pm 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525 
www.stjamespreschool.com  

Vestry Members  - Term 2016 
Bob Yuninger 
Tim Gemmell 
Bruce Shipley 
Matt Wagner 

Vestry Members  - Term 2017 
Laura Harting  
Peggy Leister 

Dick McConnell 
Ron Meacham 

Vestry Members - Term 2018 
Judy Benne  

Rob Deitcher 
Jack Edmonds 
JoAnn Mattia 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 
hosted by the Vestry 

Enjoy pancakes, sausage, beverages, dessert &  
fellowship with your St. James’ family 

 

• When?     Tuesday, February 9 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

• How much?    Goodwill offer ing 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH 

Services are at 
Noon and 7:30pm 

Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist 

LORD’S PANTRY  
“SOUPER BOWL” SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY 7  
(Daughters of the King outreach project) 

The Daughters are bringing back “Souper Bowl Sunday” that was a 
St. James’ outreach started almost two decades ago of collecting cans 
of soup for the Lord’s Pantry.  After the holidays, most food banks are 
very low on food and what better item to collect than cans of soup for 
the winter months.. We are asking everyone to bring cans of soup and 
reusable grocery bags (a much requested item for their clients) for the 
Lord’s Pantry.  You can drop off your donation in Bartholomew Hall 
before and after each service and during coffee hour.  Thank you for 

supporting our outreach project and the Lord’s Pantry 

ANNUAL MEETING AND VESTRY ELECTIONS 
FEBRUARY 21 BEGINNING AT 10AM IN BARTHOLOMEW HALL   

Sunday, February 21 at 10am is our annual parish meeting and elections.  This gather-
ing is an important part of our membership of St. James’ Episcopal Church.   Annual 
meetings give us the opportunity to reflect on the events of the past year, to share the 
financial plan for the year ahead, to elect the leaders of our church, and to celebrate our 
Christian life together.  Your attendance at this meeting and your vote is important, 
please plan to attend. 


