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The Episcopal Church’s General Convention made his-

tory June 27 when it chose Diocese of North Carolina Bish-

op Michael Curry to be its 27th presiding bishop.

Curry, 62, was elected by the House of Bishops from a 

-

House of Deputies, as outlined in the church’s canons, by a 

of color to hold that position.

A liturgy marking the beginning of Curry’s ministry as 

and bishops awaiting Curry, erupted into sustained applause 

-

holding aloft their phones, tablets and cameras to capture the 

historic moment.

-

crophone on the dais. “I know you haven’t had lunch so, no 

“It really is a blessing and privilege to serve our church 

Curry said The Episcopal Church is “the church where I 

“This is a good and wonderful church and we are good 

and wonderful people and I thank God to be one of the bap-

us and there are crises all around us. And the church has 

is a Jesus, and we are part of the Jesus Movement. Nothing 

He is also the current chair of Episcopal Relief & Develop-

ment’s Board of Directors.

Echoing an old spiritual, Curry said during a video in-

truth is we’ve got a message to proclaim, a life to live and 

a lot of suffering in this world. There’s a lot of heartache, 

God has a dream and a vision for this world, and that Jesus 

has shown us how to follow him in the direction of that and 

how to help this world live into God’s dream and vision for 

us now.

Jesus movement, which seeks to realize God’s dream and 

said.

The church must help form disciples who will live like 

that the church is not just creating members, but disciples 

of Jesus “who actually live out and struggle to live out the 

teachings of Jesus in their lives, and make a tangible differ-

with Episcopalians’ individual commitments to imitate Je-

“After formation, there’s evangelism and I know some-

times folks are afraid of that word, but I’m not talking about 

about the kind of evangelism that is as much listening as it 

and welcome.

Episcopalians must also be willing to “witness in the 



social sphere, witness in the public sphere, through personal 

service that helps somebody along the way … prophesying 

deliverance … [and] being a voice for those who have no 

To do this, Episcopalians need to partner with Anglicans 

around the world along with people of other faith traditions, 

according to Curry.

And “we need to create organizational structures that 

serve the mission, that help the institution and the church 

election, Curry came to the House of Deputies.

-

preside.

The presiding bishop is primate and chief pastor of the 

church, chair of the Executive Council, and president of the 

outline of the presiding bishop’s election and term can be 

-

gal and canonical name under which The Episcopal Church 

is incorporated, conducts business and carries out mission.)

Curry’s election comes near the start of a meeting of 

General Convention that is considering a number of propos-

als to change some aspects of the governance and manage-

ment of the church-wide structure and, hence, the roles and 

responsibilities of the presiding bishop.

presiding bishop is “charged with responsibility for leader-

ship in initiating and developing the policy and strategy in 

the church and speaking for the Church as to the policies, 

strategies and programs authorized by the General Conven-

The presiding bishop also “speaks God’s word to the 

church and world as the representative of this Church and its 

-

pal Church to the Anglican Communion, serves as chief con-

secrator of bishops, and leads the House of Bishops. He or 

in status of bishops.

in the governance of the church by making appointments to 

various governing bodies, making decisions with the presi-

dent of the House of Deputies, serving as a member of ev-

ery churchwide committee and commission, and serving as 

chair and president of key church governing boards. He or 

which carries out the programs and policies adopted by the 

-

fore, the presiding bishop is responsible for staff and opera-

tions of the Episcopal Church Center, with the exception of 

-

nating committee said the 27th presiding bishop would need 

to be “comfortable in the midst of ambiguity and able to lead 

the church in the rich, temporal space between the ‘now,’ 

“multi-national, multi-lingual, multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, 

bishop will need the “skills and wisdom for leading com-

-

tomatically by the most senior bishop in the House of Bish-

ops, measured by date of consecration, beginning with the 

the church elected the Rt. Rev. John Gardner Murray as the 

-

tended public schools in Buffalo, New York, and earned a 

-

-

-

In his three parish ministries, Curry was active in the 

founding of ecumenical summer day camps for children, 

the creation of networks of family day care providers and 

educational centers, and the brokering of millions of dollars 

of investment in inner city neighborhoods. He also sat on 

the commission on ministry in each of the three dioceses in 

which he has served.

During his time as bishop of North Carolina, Curry insti-

tuted a network of canons, deacons and youth ministry pro-

fessionals dedicated to supporting the ministry that already 

happens in local congregations and refocused the diocese on 

-

paign to buy malaria nets that saved thousands of lives.

Throughout his ministry, Curry has also been active in 

issues of social justice, speaking out on immigration policy 

and marriage equality.

He serves on the boards of a large number of organi-

zations and has a national preaching and teaching minis-

try. In addition, Curry is a frequent speaker at conferences 

around the country. He has received honorary degrees from 

-

force for Re-imagining the Episcopal Church and recently 

was named chair of Episcopal Relief & Development’s 

Board of Directors.


