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Holy Week ScheduleHoly Week ScheduleHoly Week ScheduleHoly Week Schedule    
    

Palm Sunday, March 29Palm Sunday, March 29Palm Sunday, March 29Palm Sunday, March 29    
7:45am  7:45am  7:45am  7:45am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:00am 9:00am 9:00am 9:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
Contemporary 

Nursery care during  
the 9am and 11am service  

10:00am 10:00am 10:00am 10:00am Fellowship, Coffee Hour  

and making Jelly Bean Prayer 
Bundles for the troops 

in Bartholomew Hall         

11:00am 11:00am 11:00am 11:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Traditional 

 
Maundy Thursday, April 2Maundy Thursday, April 2Maundy Thursday, April 2Maundy Thursday, April 2    

7:30pm - Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

Good Friday, April 3Good Friday, April 3Good Friday, April 3Good Friday, April 3    
Noon and 7:30pm  

Good Friday Liturgy  
 

Easter Day, April 5Easter Day, April 5Easter Day, April 5Easter Day, April 5    
7:45am 7:45am 7:45am 7:45am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:00am 9:00am 9:00am 9:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
Contemporary 

Nursery care during  
the 9am and 11am service  

10:00am 10:00am 10:00am 10:00am Fellowship and Coffee 
Hour in Bartholomew Hall 

    11:00am 11:00am 11:00am 11:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Traditional 

The invitations are out*, now it’s all up to you!The invitations are out*, now it’s all up to you!The invitations are out*, now it’s all up to you!The invitations are out*, now it’s all up to you!    
 

St. James’ 32nd Annual Auction is almost upon us,  
so make sure you reply early to enjoy food, fun  

and fellowship Country Style (and all in a good cause!). 
 

April 18, 2015 at 6pmApril 18, 2015 at 6pmApril 18, 2015 at 6pmApril 18, 2015 at 6pm    
The admission price this year is $30 per person, a great 
price for delicious food, open bar, gourmet desserts, live 

and silent auction, fun and fellowship, and all for a 
great cause. 

 

Win one of our three great raffle prizes:Win one of our three great raffle prizes:Win one of our three great raffle prizes:Win one of our three great raffle prizes:    
First Prize - $300.00 

Second Prize - $200.00 
Third Prize – $100.00 

 

$1.00 each or a book of six tickets for $5.00 
 

Sales from these tickets help offset the expense of the  
auction, allowing the full proceeds from the event to go to 

support our ministries. 
 

*Didn’t get an invitation? Contact the church office! 
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FROM THE INTERIM RECTOR 

 
One of the things I did on my birthday, when that most beautiful…and FINAL!?! snow of the season kept 

me snug and warm inside my house, was look through my old journals.  I’m not someone who journals daily.  In 

fact I mostly write that way only when I’m on my annual eight day silent retreat at the Jesuit Center in Werners-

ville. 

 

On the very first day of my retreat in the summer of 2009 as I sat in a room waiting for my spiritual direc-

tor, I picked up a book of photographs taken by a woman who lives not far from Wernersville.  The pictures had 

been taken many different places, and each pair of facing pages had one of those pictures on the left side and a 

very brief quotation or saying or observation on the facing page.  After I flipped through a few pages, I came to 

one that stopped me cold and left me laughing out loud. 

 

The photo was of a wave washing back into the sea from a narrow indentation in the shoreline of I-know-

not-where in the world.  Printed on the opposite page were these words: I will remember to breathe.  I suddenly 

realized that I had been sighing deeply, great heaving gulps of air, ever since I arrived the afternoon before.  In 

that moment of recognition, remembering to breathe became the focus of my entire retreat, and toward the end of 

the week I wrote the following in my journal. 

 

I Will Remember to Breathe 

 

They say it’s an autonomic function, breathing: 

Like hearts beating; 

Like the glands secreted throughout our bodies 

secreting the hormones that inform and regulate our physical existence; 

Like the firing of the synapses in our brainstem 

 that activates those same autonomic functions, without which, we die. 

 

But autonomic functions are not invincible. 

Lungs can collapse. 

Hearts can be attacked. 

Glands can malfunction. 

Brainstems can suffer severe trauma. 

And disease, like all living things, 

 is always looking for a place to dwell, 

 a place to lay its head. 

 

We are blessed to live in times when medicine 

 can support our lungs and heart if needed, 

 can provide the hormones our glands cannot dispense, 

 can rest our brains and allow them to heal. 

 

But sometimes breathing problems are not physical. 

We forget to breathe when our executive function fails 

 to prioritize and our minds are frozen with too much stuff. 

We forget to breathe when our hearts are cramped with pain and despair. 

We forget to breathe when the rhythms of prayer and sacrament 

 cease to inform and regulate our daily living, 

 and the brainstem of our spirit fells bereft of the Divine impulse. 

Forgetting to breathe is a malady of the spirit. 

Remembering to breathe is a gift of the Spirit, 

 those sighs too deep for word that overtake us 

 and remind us of the pleasure of breathing. 

        Wernersville, July 2009 
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It is important to notify the Rector or the parish administrator (610-269-1774) when you or a family 

member is in the hospital.  Due to privacy laws, hospitals are no longer able to give the church infor-

mation.   Please let us know when you are in the hospital. Private messages may be left for the Rector 

at 610-873-1065. After hours pastoral emergencies: 610-306-7059.  Do you need help with meals?  

Our Ministry of Meals can help.  Contact the Rector, parish administrator or Mandy Watson at 610-

518-0399.  

SUNDAY “MATTERS”! 

 
matter (n.) a situation, state or business matter (v.) to be of importance 

 

 One of the most enduring issues for church staff members is the Sunday tug-of-war between matters (n.) 

and matter (v.).  This is true for the priest, the organist and the parish administrator.  Clearly, Sunday is the day 

when the most people are gathered at the same time in the same place, and that makes it seem like a logical occa-

sion to take care of various bits and pieces of business.  I would suggest that, for the most part, it is not the best 

time, and here’s my thinking on this. 

 

 Sunday is the day when the priest and the organist are performing the most public and demanding aspects 

of their respective duties.  The matters (n.) before us are to conduct worship and lead the congregation in praise 

and thanksgiving to God.  It can be difficult to give these matters the concentrated attention they need and deserve 

when we are distracted by questions and the sharing of information that are best deferred to another time.  I do not 

mean that these communications are unimportant.  On the contrary, they may be critically important, but timing is 

important as well.  I can tell you from sad personal experience that I sometimes (often!) do not retain information 

or requests I receive on Sunday mornings.  It’s not that I don’t care.  I simply don’t have the time, resources and 

capacity to pay attention to remember everything that’s said to me.  The same is true of Jill as well. 

 

 The Parish Administrator is in a different sort of bind.  One of the blessings and difficulties of Luann be-

ing in this position is that she is both an employee of the parish and a member of the congregation.  She brings a 

deep knowledge of history and of how things get done at St. James’ to her work, and she also gathers with us to 

worship week after week on Sunday.  Unlike the priest and the organist, Sunday is one of her days off!  Because 

she is so diligent about doing her job well, she makes herself available by phone and email even when she is not in 

the office.  What she needs from all of us is a couple of hours on Sunday morning to worship God and simply be 

in fellowship with us. 

 

 Sunday morning matters (v.) to all three of us.  Even though Jill and I are “working” we, like Luann, are 

also worshiping and seeking to be in fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  We also need and want to 

be in communication with you, and here are ways that can happen. 

 

• There are personal mailboxes on the wall outside the first doors into Bartholomew Hall for Staff and Ves-

try members.  There’s also a pad and pencil there to write a note about what’s on your mind and put it in 

the appropriate box. 

• Robin is in the office a couple of weekdays each week (which days can change from week to week), and 

she can be contacted by telephone or email at other times. 

• Luann is in the office and available by phone Monday - Thursday from 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.  She is also avail-

able by telephone and email which she checks regularly. 

• Jill is not in the office regularly because she has another job in addition to her position here at St. James.  

She is also available by email or phone if you want to communicate with her. 
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Articles/schedules/announcements for the  

MAY  STEEPLE NOTES  

are due to the parish office by April 10th 

THRIFT SHOP NEWS 
 We have had quite a few tumultuous weather 

events over the past few months. There have been 

many snow and ice events to hamper our business with 

late openings or none at all. We are trudging along and 

anticipating better forecasts. Since many of our cus-

tomers are walkers we have had a reduced amount of 

foot traffic and hope this will soon pick up. 

 We concluded Valentine’s Day and now are 

focused on Easter. We have many ornaments and deco-

rations for the bunny season as well as a few St. Pat-

rick’s holiday trinkets. Once again we have a dedicated 

table to highlight these enticing items. 

 Our volunteer program for the pick up at the 

Palm Tree is running smoothly. Each volunteer has 

been assigned a month where they drive on Mondays to 

retrieve articles to be sold at St. James. Thank you 

again to Lee Edmonds, George Hotton, Ken Leister 

and Linda Scaffidi. Our contact at Paoli, Thelma, is 

also impressed with the large vehicles picking up these 

items. For years she had packed these baskets into a 

tiny car holding her breath over each bump on 202. 

 Finally, I was able to retrieve a vacuum at 

Oreck for the shop’s use. It is an overhauled commer-

cial unit that works fabulously. The long cord makes it 

so much easier to reach all the rugs. It has a new motor 

and brush as well as a few new bags. If anyone needs a 

new vacuum try purchasing it at Oreck and see David 

and thank him for the thrift shop vacuum. 

We will be wrapping up the winter season shortly and 

preparing for the spring season. We will be accepting 

warm weather attire after the Easter holiday. 
 

Thank you for your support and dedication. 

Anna Filoromo 

HIGH 5 SOCCER FOR PLAYERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
GEYA's HIGH 5 Soccer Program is designed to meet the needs of young athletes with disabilities in our commu-

nity in an adaptive and fun environment. We focus on 5 elements: teamwork, confidence, sportsmanship, respect 

and fun. Players work on skills individually with a teen or adult buddy, then join in group activities. Players are 

grouped according to ability, not age, so that everyone can participate in activities and games. We are also looking 

for teens and adults to help out as buddies. For more info, contact Matt Wagner at HIGH5@geyasoccer.org or 

check out www.geyasoccer.org. 

Who:  Any player from 5-19 years old  

Where: Fellowship Field #1, 241 Fellowship Rd., Chester Springs 

When:  Saturdays from April 11 through May 30 from 3 pm - 4 pm 

Registration is FREE to all participants 

ST. JAMES PRESCHOOL 
 Happy Spring from all of us at St. James Pre-

school!  Spring has definitely sprung at the preschool.  

Just look around at the beautiful spring artwork cover-

ing the halls—we banished all of the snowmen at this 

point.  Throughout March we celebrated literacy by 

bringing our favorite books to share and inviting our 

Moms and Dads to come in as VIP readers.  We also 

enjoyed a puppet show about the Tooth Buddy’s and 

learned how to care for our teeth, and had a special visit 

from our furry friends at Great Valley Nature Center.  

On St. Patrick’s Day we had a mischievous leprechaun 

running around dropping gold coins which led to a pot 

of chocolate gold for us to enjoy!   Our Pre-K children 

had an exciting month including Pre-K graduation pho-

tos (they just look so adorable in their caps and gowns!).  

We finished up the month with our Easter Parties, Egg 

Hunt on the playground, and a visit from our furry 

friend the Easter Bunny! 

 April has lots of fun things on the calendar as 

well.  Our Pre-K students will have their Milky Way 

Farm field trip and experience their first school bus ride 

in preparation for kindergarten next fall.  The field trip 

teaches children all about farm animals, how the cows 

are milked at Milky Way (with a close up observation of 

the amazing milking robot!), and finishes off with a 

hayride and fresh ice cream treat!   We’ll also be hold-

ing our St. James Trike A Thon to benefit St. Jude’s 

Children’s Hospital.  Through this program our students 

learn all about bike safety while earning money to help 

children that need it most.  Also in April we are hoping 

to have lots of sunshine and time to play on our great 

playground! 

 We have limited openings for our September 

2015 school year if you have not yet registered your 

child.  We also have begun registration for our fall 

Mommy and Me Programs.  Please give a call for more 

information! 
 

Happy Spring! 

Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla 
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HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE  HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

April Birthdays 

 April Altar Flowers   
offered in loving memory of 

 

April 5 
Robert and Ilse Hudson 

Sarah Schmid 
 

April 12 
Paul Feeley 

 
April 19 

Ann and Ed Atkins 
 

Altar Flowers can be given in memory of or in thanks-
giving of a loved one.  Please fill in the date you would 
like in the Altar Guild Flower Book located on the table 
by the main entrance.  Envelopes for payment are next 

to the book. 

Support Group Meetings   

In Bartholomew Hall  
Monday     7:00pm       Monday Message Open AA 

Tuesday: 8:00pm NA 

1st Tuesday of month   8:00pm    District AA 

Friday: 8:00pm AA and Al Anon 

Saturday: 6:30pm AA 

 

Church committee and groups, please contact the  

parish office to schedule use of the building 

 Adam D'Andrea April 1 

 Christine Kilmartin  April 1 

 Nathaniel Belluso April 2 

 Patty McCue  April 2 

 George Fritze Jr April 3 

 Tony Pierce  April 4 

 Andrew Lindner April 6 

 Gerry Frank  April 7 

 Jason Kirk  April 7 

 Bobbie Carpenter April 9 

 Jason DiOttavio April 9 

 Debbie Harnsberger  April 9 

 Delaney Craig April 11 

 Lori Engel  April 11 

 Florence Vivian April 11 

 Lloyd Pettit  April 12 

 Laurel Glidden April 13 

 Ron Renzulli  April 13 

 Lew Sibley  April 13 

 Tom Umile  April 13 

 Andrew Giffi  April 14 

 Roman Pierce April 16 

 Alex Tyner  April 16 

 Esther Brink  April 17 

 Dorothy Plank April 17 

 Scott Settle  April 17 

 Ed Dazio  April 19 

 Dave Feeley  April 19 

 Gail Yuninger April 20 

 Katie Teears  April 23 

 Laura Harting April 25 

 Carl Grashof  April 26 

 Barbara Holden April 26 

 Sue McIntyre April 28 

 Helen Larson April 29 

 Maddie Heurich April 30 

 Victor Wallace April 30 
 



Sunday Service  

Schedule 
7:45am  

Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Contemporary 

Nursery care during  

the 9am and 11am service  

10:00am  
Fellowship and Coffee Hour in 

Bartholomew Hall 

10:00am  
Christian Education Classes  

 11:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Traditional 

Interim Rector 

The Rev. Robin Martin 
 sjcrector@verizon.net 

Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 

Luann McIlvaine  
sjcparishoffice@verizon.net 

Christian Education Coordinator 
Beth Sharamatew 

sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 

409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 
Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 1pm, Closed Fridays 

Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  

Monday - Thursday: 10:00am – 3:00pm 
1st & 3rd Saturdays each month:  9am - 1pm 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525 
www.stjamespreschool.com  

Vestry Members  - Term 2016 
Bob Yuninger 
Tim Gemmell 
Bruce Shipley 
Matt Wagner 

Vestry Members  - Term 2017 
Laura Harting  
Peggy Leister 

Dick McConnell 
Ron Meacham 

Vestry Members - Term 2018 
Judy Benne 

Rob Deitcher 
Jack Edmonds 
JoAnn Mattia 

Jelly Bean  

Prayer Bundles 
 On Palm Sunday (March 29th) 

at 10 am, Sunday School stu-

dents as well as members, are 

welcomed to join in Bartholo-

mew Hall to as-

semble sachets 

of jelly beans.  

We will attach 

the “jelly bean 

prayer” and 

package them up 

to send overseas to the 

troops. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2015  

August 3rd-7th    9:00-11:30 am 
“Son West” the cowboy/western theme curriculum for VBS 2015, is an ener-

getic and activity-filled program for children ages 4-12.  We are reaching out 

to the congregation to ask for your help as volunteers in the following areas: 

• Teens ages 13 through high school and college age, to serve as youth 

counselors 

• Snack leader, to set up and serve treats to the children 

• Game leader, to supervise fun activities  

• Music leader, where the children learn fun songs and dance movements; 

all songs are taught through a program DVD and no music experience is 

needed 

•  General helper, to sign children in each morning, help with crafts and 

other activities where needed 

• All lessons and activities are related to the Bible stories each day. Every-

thing is prepared and planned for you and training is provided.  No spe-

cial skills are needed, just a willingness to work with the kids and have 

fun. 

If you’re willing to help, please talk with us at church or call/e-mail us.  

Thank you so much for considering this important ministry to our children.  

Judy Benne: sbenne@dejazzd.com  610-350-8437    Gail Gilbert: gailsusan-

stuart@gmail.com   484-883-4940   

LADIES CRAFT NIGHT ~ APRIL 
Tired of all the snow and cold weather? Lets get ready for some sunshine with 

colorful DIY Sun Catchers. The April Ladies Craft Night will be April 8th at 

7pm in Bartholomew Hall. Please bring a bottle of Elmer's Clear Glue, a small 

bag of glass gems, and plastic lids. Choose your favorite color of glass gems, 

then we can pool the colors together to have a nice variety. These can be found 

in the flower section of the craft store. The lids can be from an oatmeal con-

tainer, take out food containers, or your favorite leftovers container depending 

on the size sun catcher you want (no lids will be harmed in this craft). RSVP to 

Carol Ryan at caryan1001@gmail.com or 610-547-9182.  Please let Carol 

know if you would like to volunteer for the snack.   


