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May the graciousness of the LORD our God be upon us; * 
prosper the work of our hands; 

prosper our handiwork.       

Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!    
Sunday, September 13, 2015Sunday, September 13, 2015Sunday, September 13, 2015Sunday, September 13, 2015    

Do you want an update on what’s happening at St. James’? 

Are you interested in hearing more about the discernment process 

and the work your discernment committee has been doing? 

How about the Capital Campaign? Was it a success? How much is left?  
What are the plans for spending it? 

What about our Seven Ministries? 

And how about if we have some fun? 

We can do it all on September 13
th

! 

We will start the day with one service at 9:30 a.m., giving us all a chance to  
worship together before we return to three services on Sunday September 20. 

After the service, we will gather in Bartholomew Hall to hear updates about the 
discernment process, the Capital Campaign, and our Seven Ministries: 

Spiritual Formation; Worship; Hospitality; Outreach; Finance;  
Property; and Administration. 

Then we’ll adjourn to the grass and the parking lot for the  
Annual Parish Picnic,  

complete with special events for the children. 

Look for more details in the 

 Sunday bulletins. 
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From the Interim Rector... 
 For those of you who haven’t met me yet on a Sunday morning or 
in the church office,  I’m Elizabeth Eisenstadt Evans, interim rector – and a 
klutz. 
 Part of the reason we moved to Glenmoore ten years ago was be-
cause I’d fallen in love with Marsh Creek State Park while venturing up 
there to run the trails.  Eventually, I had to give that up. Head in the clouds, 
I’d be thinking about something else, something really important, and boom, 
down I went, tripped up by a rock or a tree root.  Not pretty.  I still exercise, 
but I try to stay focused on the path ahead. 
 Yet I still find myself thinking about the so-called big questions: do 
we have the will to help stop environmental damage from climate change? 
What is holiness (I asked a few friends for a column I wrote recently)? What 
does it mean to be a community of faith?  Better to ponder these philosophi-
cal notions from the safety of a living room sofa or an office choice – or 
perhaps over a cup of tea and a cookie with a friend. 
 While I’m at St. James, I’m going to be hitting that last question 
with some frequency.   It’s a lot tougher to answer nowadays than it might 
once have been. 
 In the old days (way back the days when Christians were thrown to 
the lions for stepping out of line),  those who followed that rabble-rouser, 
Jesus of Nazareth,  were cemented together by persecution and the very 
strangeness of the faith that they professed.  How could this man of peace, 
this laborer’s son, this vagrant prophet from a small town in an occupied 
territory have had such a profound effect on those he met along the way? 

 Jesus of Nazareth was what today we like to call a “disrupter.” 
Whether you met him in person or through the witness of those he equipped 
and sent out, you ended up changed.  We need to find a way to help people 
meet that disruptive Jesus again – even if it sometimes means, for all of us, 
getting out of the way. 
 For centuries after the early church became institutionalized under 
Constantine and the leaders who followed him, people generally didn’t have 
much of a choice about what they were going to be – Christian or else.  Of 
course, one could be a heretic, but that didn’t generally end well. 
 In  21st-century America (even in 18th-century America) we do 
have a choice.   Lots of folks are deciding to have nothing to do with the 
church, viewing it as antiquated and out of touch with their deepest needs. 
 Yet as you move forward in your discernment process, I’d like to 
suggest that you all have a role to play in shaping how St. James, this partic-
ular congregation with its unique heritage, can claim the gifts of history that 
make it a faith community.  All of you have something to offer.  All of you 
are here for a reason. 
 As you name that reason, and you dig deep to hear once again the 
call of Jesus the disrupter,  some old practices may change, and others may 
be rekindled.  This time of transition can be a challenge, no bones about it. 
But it’s also an opportunity to share with each other the calling that is im-
printed on your heart, and to use that particular passion to walk confidently 
into the unknown, grateful for the witness of those who have gone, pragmat-
ically and idealistically, fearfully and hopefully, before you. 
 It’s normal to stumble a few times, like the saints who went before 
you.  Just keep your eyes on the path ahead – and wear sturdy shoes. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Elizabeth  

September 6th 

Sunday Service  

Schedule  
7:45am  

Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:300am  

Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Traditional 

Nursery Care  

during  the 9:30am service  

Fellowship and Coffee Hour in 

Bartholomew Hall  

following the 9:30am service 
 
 

 

September 13th 

One special service for 

the entire congregation 

at 9:30am 
 

 

 

Beginning  

September 20th 

Sunday Service  

Schedule 
7:45am  

Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:00am  

Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Contemporary 

Nursery care during  

the 9am and 11am services  

10:00am  

Fellowship and Coffee Hour in 

Bartholomew Hall 

10:00am  

Sunday School Classes 

 11:00am  

Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Traditional 
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Rector 
The Rev. Elizabeth E, Interim Rector 

 sjcrector@verizon.net 

Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
Luann McIlvaine  

sjcparishoffice@verizon.net 
Christian Education Coordinator 

Beth Sharamatew 
sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 
409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 
Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 1pm, Closed Fridays 

Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  
Monday - Thursday: 10:00am – 3:00pm 

1st & 3rd Saturdays each month:  9am - 1pm 
St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525 

www.stjamespreschool.com  

Vestry Members  - Term 2016 
Bob Yuninger 
Tim Gemmell 
Bruce Shipley 
Matt Wagner 

Vestry Members  - Term 2017 
Laura Harting  
Peggy Leister 

Dick McConnell 
Ron Meacham 

Vestry Members - Term 2018 
Judy Benne  

Rob Deitcher 
Jack Edmonds 
JoAnn Mattia 

It’s that time again…Back 
to School!  St. James Pre-
school is pleased to be wel-
coming over 108 families 
to our school—93 tradi-
tional preschool students 
and about 15 mommy and 
me program students.  The 

teachers have been busy readying their classrooms and 
planning for a fun-filled year.  We are so excited to be 
welcoming back our returning students and meeting 
some new little ones as well and getting our fabulous 
staff back together again.   
 We’ll be busy in September getting to know 
each other, making new friends, and of course diving 
into all kinds of fun projects.  Paintbrushes will be fly-
ing, scissors will be cutting, and crayons will be creat-
ing.  We will be checking out books from our library, 
singing songs, baking, and having all kinds of new ex-
periences.  We are looking forward to good times on the 
playground. 
 Mark your calendars now for our Fall Out-
grown Sale on Saturday, October 3 from 8am-12pm.  
Wonderful bargains are to be had on baby and chil-
dren’s clothing, equipment, toys, books, videos/dvds, 
maternity clothes, etc.  Don’t miss it!  A portion of the 
proceeds goes to support St. James Preschool PTO. 
 We still have a few limited openings in our My 
Time Program for 2 ½ to 3 ½ year olds (Wednesdays at 
9:05), our MWF PM 3/4s and Pre-K classes, and our 5 
morning Pre-K class.  If you would like to register your 
child or would like more information, don’t hesitate to 
give us a call.   
 Happy Back to School Everyone.  Please re-
member to drive carefully not only in our parking lot, 
but in your neighborhoods as well—please keep our 
community’s children safe! 
 

Sincerely, 
Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

SEPTEMBER 20TH  

CLASSES BEGIN  

SEPTEMBER 27TH!! 
 Classes are held at 10am on Sunday mornings 
for children/youth ages 4 and up.   
 Families will be receiving information via mail 
and/or email about registration for Sunday School.  The 
curriculum this year will be Weaving God’s Promise 
and Living the Good News 

 Our Sunday school teachers are a special group 
of people! They regularly  give of their time and talents 
to spend a brief hour each week offering spiritual train-
ing to the youth of our parish.  

 

Please contact our  
Christian Education Coordinator, Beth Sharamatew at  

sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net  
for more information or if you would like to volunteer 

to help with Sunday School.   
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2015 
SON WEST ROUNDUP 

 During the week of August 3-7, our church 
property was filled with the happy sounds of 29 regis-
tered campers (plus four part-time guests) ages  

4-11, learning 
Bible lessons and 
having lots of 
fun!  The goal of 
the week was for 
the children to 
study and learn 
the Ten Com-
mandments.   
  

 

 

 We would like to thank our faithful volunteers 
because without them, Vacation Bible School simply 
would not happen.  Gail Gilbert planned and organized 
awesome crafts, and Judy Benne taught Bible lessons 
from the life of Moses. Lee Edmonds and Judy Craig 
prepared and set up the snacks each day, which helped 
the hungry campers maintain their energy for the morn-
ing.  Beth Sharamatew directed the music, along with 
guiding the kids as they packed and prepared school 
backpacks for distribution through the Lord’s Pantry.  
Barb Monaghan led fun games, both indoors and out-
side.  As always, Luann McIlvaine was in the office, 
assisting us in many ways!!  Finally, Martin Price, sex-
ton, prepared the activity areas for us.  The adult volun-
teers also helped wherever needed, like check-in, taking 
pictures and many other tasks.  We so appreciated their 
flexibility!! The lessons, crafts, games, snacks and mu-
sic were all related to and reinforced the Bible stories 
from the Book of Exodus.  
 We are also thankful for the time and effort of 
Pete and Terri Silvester, who brought two of their beau-
tiful alpacas 
to VBS.  The 
kids were so 
excited to see, 
pet and feed 
them and they 
enjoyed the 
cute finger 
puppets and 
coloring 
books donat-
ed by the Sil-
vesters. 
 Last and certainly not least are the youth coun-
selors.  They were responsible, caring role models for 
the children and with their energy and enthusiasm, they 
were a lot of fun!  The senior counselors:  Kate Caran-
go, Carly Sharamatew, Simone Smith, Katie Miller, 
Sara Wallace, Erin Zielinski, and Caitlyn Longenecker.  
Hannah Craig was a junior counselor joined for the first 
time by Alayna Sharamatew and David Vasko.  

 Finally, a sincere thank you to the congregation 
of St. James’ for your generous donations of money and 
supplies for the backpack outreach project.  We were 
able to fill eleven backpacks with school supplies for 
needy children in the Downingtown community.  Your 
support was amazing!! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Benne and Gail Gilbert, Directors   
 

 

ATTENTION CRAFTY LADIES 

Join us on September 16th at 7:00 pm for an evening of 
fun and fellowship as we 
convert ordinary mason jars 
into beautiful fall decora-
tions. There will be four 
different options for deco-
rating the jars, so bring one, 
two, three or more mason 
jars with you.  
 There will be a 
$3.00/person fee for the 
other materials needed to 
create your masterpieces. 
Please use the form on the church website to RSVP, or 
send an email to  
caryan1001@gmail.com.  
Snack volunteers are always welcome.  
 

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING  
The Daughters will be meeting the third Wednesday 
each month at noon in Bartholomew Hall.   Bring your 
lunch and join us for prayer, discussion, and fellowship.  
A wonderful opportunity to learn more about who we 
are and what we do for St. James’ 

 
BOOK CLUB NEWS 

The Book Club meets at Panera Bread  in Exton ( the 

Giant shopping center on Swedesford Road) the third Friday 
of each month at 11am.  New members are always wel-
comed. Contact Peg Leister at peggyleis@aol.com for 
more information. We will be reading the following 
books: 
September 18: Me Before You by JoJo Moyes 

October 16: Lost Girl Found by Leah Bassoff 
November 20: To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee
  

 
 

Articles/schedules/announcements  
for the  

OCTOBER  STEEPLE NOTES  
are due to the parish office by  

September 10th 



7 

 

Free is Good 

• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE  HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

September BirthdaysSeptember BirthdaysSeptember BirthdaysSeptember Birthdays    
 Bob Edge  September 1 

 Bennett Rieder September 3 

 Bill Kirk  September 6 

 Lauren Kety  September 7 

 Vic Adams  September 8 

 Kim Lindner  September 8 

 Jenn Gemmell  September 9 

 Sam Wagner  September 11 

 Liz Wagoner  September 15 

 Matt Wagner  September 16 

 Mandy Watson September 16 

 Mary Anne Feeley September 17 

 Tom Roberts  September 17 

 May Hiltebeitel September 18 

 Ryan Ellis  September 19 

 Gail Gilbert  September 19 

 Jean Lee  September 19 

 Benjamin Price September 19 

 Clifford Shellhase September 19 

 Ben Gerhart  September 22 

 Bob Yuninger  September 22 

 Shannon Rieder September 23 

 Brooke Giffi  September 25 

 Connor Ryan  September 27 

 Judith Sibley  September 27 

 Timmy Heurich September 28 

 Mary Seibert  September 29 

 Jim DiOttavio  September 30 

It is important to notify the Rector or the parish administrator (610-269-1774) when you or a family 
member is in the hospital.  Due to privacy laws, hospitals are no longer able to give the church infor-
mation.   Private messages may be left for the Rector at 610-873-1065. After hours pastoral emer-
gencies: 610-306-7059.  Do you need help with meals?  Our Ministry of Meals can help.  Contact 
the Rector, parish administrator or Mandy Watson at 610-518-0399.  

 September Altar Flowers   

are offered in loving memory of 
 

September 6 
Jack Edmonds, Sr. 

William E. Hiltebeitel 
 

September 13 
Sidney A. Christianson 

Bernard A. Wisser 
Doris Yearsley 

 

September 20 
Gertrude Lyman 

 

September 27 
Edward Schmid 

 
 

Altar Flowers can be given in memory of or  
in thanksgiving of a loved one.   

Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar Guild 
Flower Book located on the corner table passed the main 
entrance. Envelopes for payment ($45) are next to the 

book.  

WE NEED  
COFFEE HOUR  
VOLUNTEERS! 

Sign up sheet is on the  
bulletin board in the hallway 



Our end of the summer season 
is upon us and by the time this 
news reaches you we will al-
ready have started our sum-
mer bag sale blowout. Most 
likely an additional week with 
a reduced bag sale price will 
certainly clear out the shop of 

summer clothing making room for fall and winter items.  
We will also have room to bring out the Autumn and 
Halloween decorations and costumes. We display these 
items early in September to coincide with retail busi-
nesses selling their seasonal merchandise. 
 Start cleaning out your closets of all those fall 
and winter clothes and bring it to the Thrift Shop.  
Coats, infant/children’s clothing are always in demand.  
We also accept small household items, linens, and gen-
tly used toys.  We can not accept baby furniture or car 
seats (due to recall laws), furniture, TVs, or computers. 
 Thank you to all of our volunteers for giving of 
their time  and talents during the summer months when 
the Thrift Shop can get pretty hot and muggy.  We could 
not serve the needs of the surrounding communities 
without your help. 
 

Thrift Shop hours for sales and donations 
Monday through Thursday: 10am to 3pm 

1st and 3rd Saturdays: 9am to 1pm 

Closed on Fridays and Sundays 

 
PRAYER FOR DISCERNMENT 

Heavenly Father, we give thanks for our parish family, 
and ask your guidance as we go forward in the calling 
of a new Rector for St. James’ Church.  Unite us in 
common purpose; make us instruments of your will; and 
bless our diversity as we use our individual gifts to 
reach our goal.  Send the Holy Spirit to be with us, and 
hold our hands as we walk in your light to do what you 
would have us do.  Bless the Discernment Committee 
and our entire congregation, as we go forth in Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
 

…from Trinity Church, Parkersburg, West Virginia, via St. 
David’s Church, Wayne, Pennsylvania 

 

 

 

 

 

We sent our first free 
books to kids in the state 
of Montana in June. That 
brings the number of 
states where Bouncing 
Back has sent books to 
41. (I expect we’ll have a 

celebration when the number reaches 50.) 
 Also, we have sent out 300 free kids’ books so 
far this year, and 1,650 since the program started in 
2011. Many of these books were purchased with funds 
donated by members of St. James, so we are grateful for 
the support. We are also happy to report that this sum-
mer we received our first foundation grant. The grant 
originated with the Marshall Reynolds Foundation in 
Wilmington DE and came to us via Family Service of 
Chester County, in West Chester. We are grateful and 
look forward to being able to reach out to even more 
kids in the months ahead. 
 Laura continues to write reviews of books for 
children of divorced parents, and I continue to post them 
online at Best Books for Children of Divorce  Her latest 
review is of a book called Dash’s Broken Heart, and it’s 
written for preschool and elementary kids. The pictures, 
drawn by a kid, are priceless. This is Laura’s 24th re-
view. Members of St James are invited to read her re-
views and leave comments on our blog: we love com-
ments! Also, we are always looking for  people to help 
us review the more than 100 books in English we have 
discovered so far.  
 An e-pamphlet I wrote last 
year with help from the D’Andreas 
(Marissa posed for the cover photo) 
just sold another copy last week. I 
can count on one hand the number of 
copies this particular item has sold, 
so any parish members who wish to 
purchase a copy (just $1.99) will be 
giving us a great morale boost. Pa-
rishioners who are interested should 
visit Smashwords.com and do a 
search: Surviving Your Parents’ Di-
vorce: Tips for College Students, by Don Harting. Suita-
ble for iPhone, Android, and Kindle. 
 Last but not least, I have written a new pam-
phlet, How Can Y ou Help Children of Divorce? It’s 
modeled after a pamphlet published by Forward Move-
ment called How Can Y ou Help the Homeless? My 
pamphlet addresses how caring adults outside the 
child’s immediate family (neighbors, coaches, scout 
leaders, teachers, etc) can volunteer, contribute, advo-
cate, educate, rebuild, and pray. If members of St James 
would like to receive a free digital copy, all they need to 
do is send me an email: don@hartingcom.com. 
 

Don and Laura Harting 

THE LORD’S PANTRY  
SHOPPING CART  

AND  
THE TROOP BOX ARE EMPTY 


