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Hallelujah!  Give praise, you servants of the Lord;  
praise the Name of the Lord.  

Psalm 113:1 

From Father John 
 

Vacation Bible School – otherwise known as VBS -- was something I never participated in as a young-
ster. Sure, VBS was around back then, the “then” being the mid-to-late 1970s. (A quick investigatory 
jaunt taught me that the concept of vacation bible school dates back to the late 19th century.) No, I had 
only received limited offerings of formal church schooling of any type as a child.  
 

Today you typically begin seeing the large, lawn signs in churchyards advertising their VBS offerings 
anytime from May until the waning weeks of August, depending upon which part of the country one 
finds him or herself. St. James’ VBS program for 2016, “Deep Sea Discovery: God is With Me Wherever 
I Go” [from Standard Publishing] will be held this summer beginning Monday, July 11th through Friday, 
July 15th.  
 

There will be a few changes to this summer’s program: first, it is being offered in the evenings from 5:30 
p.m. until 8:30 p.m.; secondly, it will begin with a light dinner for the kids beginning at 5:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by the programming starting promptly at 6:00 p.m. And third, there will be new leaders this year. 
After faithful leadership for the last few years, Judy Benne and Gail Gilbert will be stepping down from 
their co-directors roles. For 2016, Beth Sharamatew, St. James’ Christian Education Coordinator, and I 
will be heading this year’s program. With an evening program format, it is hoped that more adult volun-
teers will be available to assist with this special ministry.    
 

So, what is so “special” about VBS anyway? The best answer perhaps is that, during this unique week, 
the youngest of the parish family overtake the parish! When VBS is offered and done well, one can find 
entire parish halls and naves and everything in between transformed into imaginary destinations for the 
youth. Moreover that metamorphosis of the physical space is all part of the effort to positively change 

(Rector, Continued on page 6) 

 Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, so you watch over your 
Church. Bless these women, that they may be strengthened as Christian mothers. Let the example 

of their faith and love shine forth. Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may honor them  
always with a spirit of profound respect. Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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Ascension Day – May 5
th

  
All are Invited to a Commemorate  

Jesus’ Ascension & Share in Holy Communion 

St. James’ will be offering an Ascension Day Holy Eucharist Rite II worship service 
at 7:30 p.m. This traditional feast day of the Church will be recognized with ap-
pointed readings from Holy Scripture, with preaching on the Word of God, classic 
Episcopal hymnody honoring and celebrating the Ascension, and of course cele-
bration of the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist.  
 

Ascension Day is oftentimes a feast day during the church year when the Mass is celebrated with incense—that 
traditional element of worship which affects the olfactory, and therefore provides a very meaningful and memora-
ble experience. The worship leaders from St. James’ will also be utilizing Sanctus bells as part of the liturgy; con-
sequently, this particular service will offer a “high church”-type of experience. 
 

The Ascension is that moment in the Christian calendar when Jesus Christ, the Lord who was Risen from the 
dead, now ascends his earthly presence and travels upward to the heavens, so to be seated at God’s right-hand 
side until the time he comes to be with us once again. Consequently, the Ascension is a critically important part of 
the Easter Season because it is further preparation for Jesus’ disciples everywhere: It is a mark of the Holy Spirit 
being given to his followers, and it is preparation for the “birth” of the Church---Pentecost. (Pentecost is always ten 
days after Ascension Day, as the Ascension is always forty (40) days after Easter.) Mark your calendars for cele-
brating this great feast of the Church, and invite a friend to join you!          
 

 

Newcomers’ Dinner – May 1
st 

 

If you have just started coming to St. James’ over the last several months, you are cordially invited to the home of 
our parish’ Senior Warden, Dick McConnell, as he and his wife Carol open their home for a Newcomers’ Dinner. 
Whether you are new to the Episcopal Church, or perhaps simply new to St. James’ having transferred in from 
another parish, you are welcome at the Sunday night gathering. All family members are invited as well.  
Join other Newcomers’ and Fr. John and Kim and their family, as well as some of the members of the Vestry. This 
will be a time of fellowship, an opportunity to connect with others new to our tradition, and of course a fantastic 
night of food and drink! The dinner begins at 5:00 p.m. For additional questions, please contact Fr. John Symonds 
at the parish office or Dick McConnell at (484) 802-2746 [cell]. To RSVP, please contact Parish Administrator Lu-
ann McIlvaine at the office.       

Ladies May Craft Night 
Now that Spring has sprung, let's let the sunshine in. Join us on Wednesday, May 11th at 
7:00 pm. We will make a sun catcher using a fun painting technique. Bring a bottle 
of glue and a plastic lid for a mold. Please use the RSVP form on the Church's web site 
to reserve your spot. Snack volunteer always welcome. 

 

 

 

Book Club 

If you want to join the book club for lunch and to meet the guest speaker, Sally Ann Sims author of  
Halt at X, join us on May 13 (2nd Friday of the month)  at the Downingtown Country Club  
 

• June 17 at Downingtown Country Club Boys in the Boat by Brown (non-fiction)  
• July 15 at Downingtown Country Club Book not chosen as of yet 
 

The Book Club meets the 3rd Friday of the month.  Call Peg Leister at 610-696-5271 for 
more information 

HOSPITALIZATION REMINDER  
It is important to notify the rector or parish administrator when you or a family member is in the hospital.  Due to 
privacy laws, hospitals are no longer able to give the church information.   Please let us know when you are in the 
hospital. After hours pastoral emergencies, our rector can be reach at 610-314-5482.   Do you need help with 
meals?  Our Ministry of Meals can help.  Contact the parish administrator or Mandy Watson 
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Welcome to Deep Sea Discovery Vacation Bible School 

July 11-15, 2016  

5:30-8:30 pm  

(with a light dinner provided) 
Ages 4-11  

Get ready to dive into a life-changing adventure that leads kids deeper into God’s love! At Deep Sea 
Discovery, kids will participate in the large-group excitement of Celebration Reef, experience God’s 
Word at S.S. Discovery, learn ways to serve others at E.C.H.O. Sea Sub, explore the mysteries of the 
sea through crafts and science at Curiosity Cavern, and enjoy food and games at Pelican Pier. 
 

Cost is a non-refundable $15 per child ($30 max per family) for St. James’ Church members and 
$20 per child ($40 max per family) for Non-members.   
 

Secure their place on the dive team!  Visit our website stjameschurch.ws and click on link for easy 
online registration.  Be sure to mail or drop off your payment and medical release form by May 31st.  
Space is limited! 
 

For more information, contact Beth Sharamatew, Christian Education Coordinator: SJCSun-
dayschool2@verizon.net 
 

V B S  =   Very.  Big.  Service. 
VBS provides the church with a creative way of instilling Christ-like values and develops a firm biblical 
foundation for faith development. VBS is an excellent outreach tool into the community— to invite those 
who don’t normally attend church to come into the church, get involved, and build a relationship with 
Jesus and with others. 
 

The entire congregation can get involved in this outreach program, using their God-given talents to 
share the love of Jesus with their congregation and community. Adult and teen church members can 
serve by decorating, teaching or acting out Bible stories, preparing food, leading games, creating crafts 
and science experiments and leading children in song. 
 

Won’t you take an evening or two out of your summer to help with this important St. James’ outreach?  
We welcome helpers age 12 and up.  Visit vacationbibleschool.com/stjamesdowningtown to fill out a 
volunteer registration form. 
 

Any questions, please contact Father John - sjcrector@verizon.net or Beth Sharamatew  
sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net	 
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Lord’s Pantry of DowningtownLord’s Pantry of DowningtownLord’s Pantry of DowningtownLord’s Pantry of Downingtown    
� They provided 288 households (970 individuals) with Thanksgiving dinners. 
� They provided 210 households (510 children) with a Christmas meal and multiple gifts for each 

child, 
  Including 78 new bikes. 
� The Easter Ham Program provided over 103 families with a ham and Easter candy for their chil-

dren 
� In 2015 they provided over 250 tons of food to their clients. 

Ways you can volunteer and donateWays you can volunteer and donateWays you can volunteer and donateWays you can volunteer and donate    
Letter Carriers “Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive” Saturday, May 14Letter Carriers “Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive” Saturday, May 14Letter Carriers “Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive” Saturday, May 14Letter Carriers “Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive” Saturday, May 14    

Leave non-perishable food items at your mailbox for this annual collection 
Christmas in JulyChristmas in JulyChristmas in JulyChristmas in July    

Personal care items, cleaning supplies and paper products are needed. Deadline is June 30 
Sock CollectionSock CollectionSock CollectionSock Collection    

They are collecting new athletic socks in all sizes to be given out with the sneaker distribution  
in time for back to school 

 

Lord’s Pantry 1st Annual Beef and BeerLord’s Pantry 1st Annual Beef and BeerLord’s Pantry 1st Annual Beef and BeerLord’s Pantry 1st Annual Beef and Beer    
Tuesday, May 17, 2016 ~ 5:30pm to 8:30pmTuesday, May 17, 2016 ~ 5:30pm to 8:30pmTuesday, May 17, 2016 ~ 5:30pm to 8:30pmTuesday, May 17, 2016 ~ 5:30pm to 8:30pm    

At Victory Brewing Company in DowningtownAt Victory Brewing Company in DowningtownAt Victory Brewing Company in DowningtownAt Victory Brewing Company in Downingtown    
Tickets $30 per person includes Hot Roast Beef Sandwich,  

Salads & 2 Beer Tokens 
Mail RSVP with check payable to Lord’s Pantry by May 9 

141 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 
 

Check out their website for more information and ways to volunteer and donate 
www.LordsPantryof Downingtown.org 

Men’s Bonfire: Jesus’ Spiritual Healing 

All men of St. James are invited to share in fellowship at a special 
bonfire/story telling event at the home of Don Harting. The theme is 
Jesus' spiritual healing, and we will have story-starters to kindle 
discussion and help us get to know each other better. We'll also 
share some light refreshments, play some musical instruments 
(feel free to bring yours), and have a chance to talk about the fu-
ture of men's ministry at St. James. Bring your ideas! 

When: Friday, May 6, 8pm (rain date Saturday, May 7) 
Where: 301 Brookwood Drive, Downingtown 

 

RSVP: Please complete the men's ministry survey using the 
emailed link, or type the URL below into your web browser. The first question is the bonfire RSVP. 
Even if you can't attend, please complete the survey to let us know your thoughts on men's ministry!  
 

Any questions, give Don Harting (610-635-5303) or Rob Deitcher (484-402-0689) a call or 
text.    https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W5996TV 
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St. James’ Church 
Goes to the  
Ball Game! 

Save the Date 

June 30th 

St. James’ members will be traveling by bus to 
First Energy Stadium to see the Reading 
Fightin Phils take on the mighty Harrisburg 
Senators. The game begins at 7:05 PM.  Cost is 
$9 per ticket. The bus will leave St. James’ park-
ing lot at 5pm. This is a great deal for a fun night 
of baseball, stadium hotdogs, and fireworks! 

 

Outreach at St. James’ 
Are you interested in learning more about the 
many ministries of St. James’ Church?  Perhaps 
you might want to volunteer your time and talent 
to an existing program.  Or maybe you have an 
idea to share for a new outreach.  If so , please 
join Rebecca Barger, Laura Harting and Judy 
Benne during the 10:00 coffee hour on Sunday, 
May 15th to learn more details and exchange 
ideas.  We look forward to seeing you there!   
 

Trial Run 2016 Along the Struble Trail 
Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania  

Chester County Division's  

12th Annual Trial Run 5k Run/Walk  is set for  
Saturday, June 25, 2015 

in  Downingtown, PA 

Since its inception in 2005, the 
race has raised over $182,000 for 
LASP. This is a great, fun way to 
support. LASP. Registration infor-
mation will be coming your way 

soon!  Anyone interested in forming a St. James’ 
Team contact the parish office 

 

Teens for Jeans 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the 
Teens for Jeans campaign. We were able to col-
lect over 300 pairs of jeans, which we delivered 
to two shelters, Safe Harbor in West Chester 
and City Gate in Coatesville.. Thank you all for 
helping make a difference for people in our com-
munity! 
Love, Emma Wagner 
 

FOOD ITEMS: 
Beef Jerky/Slim Jims 

Cereal (single serving boxes) 
Chips/Pretzels  

(single serve plastic container/individual snack 
packs) 

Coffee & Tea 

Cookies 

Easy Mac (single serve) 
Peanut Butter (single serve) 
Energy Bars/Granola Bars 

Hard Candy/Gum 

Powdered Drink Mix (Gatorade, Crystal Light, Kool 
Aid) 

Sunflower Seeds, Pumpkins Seeds, Trail Mix 

Dried Fruit/Fruit Snacks 

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS: 
Baby Powder 

Body Wash/Liquid Soap (small bottles) 
Dental Floss 

Deodorant (NO AEROSOL CANS) 
Eye Drops 

Foot Powder 
Fly Ribbon/Tape - NO AEROSOL CANS) 

Insect Repellent  
(pump bottle or towelettes - NO AEROSOL CANS) 

Lip Balm/Chap Stick 

Moist Towelettes (individual packets) 
Mouthwash (alcohol free/small bottles) 
Shampoo/Conditioner (small bottles) 

Sun Block (SPF 40+ - NO AEROSOL CANS) 
Tissues (Individual packs) 
Toothbrushes/Toothpaste 

Razors/shaving cream (NO AEROSOL CANS) 
Feminine Hygiene Items 

Mary Kay/Avon Items 

Small bottles of unscented non-greasy lotion 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

Books (paperback) 
Comic Books, Magazines 

Envelopes/Pens/Pencils/Writing Paper/Note Cards 

Game Books  
(Crossword Puzzles, Math Puzzles, Sudoku, Word 

Search) 
Games (Chess, Checkers, UNO, Playing Cards, etc) 

 

NO FLAMABLE SUBSTANCE  
OR AEROSOL ITEMS 

 

THE TROOP  
COLLECTION BOX  

IS EMPTY 

Supporting Our Troops One Box and 
One Prayer at a Time 
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Yippee—warm weather at last!  Boy we are enjoying spring here at the preschool.  
April was filled with fun outdoor activities to make the most of this great weather.  
The Pre-K kids had their first bus ride to Milky Way Farm, where they were able to 
visit with the animals and enjoy an ice cream cone made with Milky Way’s fresh 
and fabulous ice cream.  We also had a trike-a-thon to benefit St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital.  Our students learned all about trike safety and then 
finished off with a race around our parking lot.  In May we look forward to our walk-

ing trip to the Downingtown Library for a special story time with our favorite librarian, Mrs. Miller. 
 

As the school year is winding down, the kids are preparing for their end of the year programs, and our 
Pre-K children are preparing for graduation.  We have a class of 53 this year graduating and moving on 
to kindergarten—they grow up so fast and we are so proud of them.  This year our end of the year pro-
grams are celebrating “Oh the Places We’ll Go”.  We’ll all be decked out in our finest attire and looking 
forward to singing our special songs celebrating our school year!   
 

We have had a wonderful school year and would like to thank Father John, Luann McIlvaine, Jack Mea, 
Bruce Shipley, Dick McConnell, Judy Benne, Kristine Sigle, Karen Samuelson, Jennifer Wagner, and 
Linda Coleman for all of their support—they are always there when we need them and we so appreciate 
all they do for the church and the preschool. 
 

Summer camp is just around the corner and the preschool will be running camps for current St. James 
students throughout June.  Our teachers have tons of great activities planned for them.  Limited spaces 
are still available in our September preschool and Mom and Me Classes—please call the office to in-
quire about specific openings. 
 

We hope you all have a safe and fun summer!   
Happy Spring and Summer! 
Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla  

the hearts and minds of our youngest attendees as they learn more about God and His Son, Jesus 
Christ. That love of the Father and the Son brings the beautiful and contagious Holy Spirit into the 
church as it manifests itself in the lives of the children!  
 

VBS is hearing of “God-sightings” throughout the week, those times when the youngsters glean some-
body or something (i.e. the family pet, for example) showers them with love and affection. And of course 
VBS involves learning about different characters from the Bible, and discovering one’s own gifts through 
opportunities to craft, play outdoor games, and learn fun, new songs about Jesus Christ.  
 

Having witnessed a young girl who has been growing up in the Church over the last five years, I can 
now testify from first-hand experience what I had missed as a youngster by not attending VBS. VBS is 
important because it breaks down the infamous “summer church doldrums” barrier, and focuses on Je-
sus’ ministry in fun, age-appropriate ways. And Jesus commends us to do just that: 
 

“Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heav-
en.” [Matthew 18:4] 
 

I encourage you to consider assisting St. James’ and our 2016 VBS program: “Deep Sea Discovery: 
God is With Me Wherever I Go”. We will need group leaders, food prep volunteers, craft station volun-
teers, and folks assisting with outside games. All teachers and leaders will have to enroll in safe church 
training to be part of this year’s offering. Please contact Beth Sharamatew or myself with questions 
about how you may be able to help. And when you see Judy or Gail out-and-about, please thank them 
repeatedly for all that they have done for St. James’ VBS programming in recent times! More often than 
not, VBS ends up being just as much fun and meaningful for the adults as it is for the children. Help us 
transform our parish as we raise up our children to follow in the path of Jesus. Alleluia, and Amen!  
 

Fr. John Symonds   

(Rector, Continued from page 1) 
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 Christian Belluso May 1 

 Rebecca Pauley May 1 

 Daniel Soler  May 1 

 Alex Renzulli  May 2 

 Gulia Andrews May 3 

 Jeanine Florio May 3 

 Vicki Umhofer May 3 

 Karen Mea  May 4 

 Ron Meacham  May 5 

 Leslie Smith  May 5 

 Wanda Bryant May 6 

 Alayna Sharamatew May 7 

 Lisa Halpin  May 8 

 John Kolb  May 8 

 Maura McCann May 10 

 Dan Soler  May 10 

 Paddy Panzetta May 11 

 Bruce Smoyer  May 11 

 Cathy Zeiner  May 11 

 Tony Carroll  May 12 

 Elaine Mordosky May 12 

 Marisa D'Andrea May 13 

 Adam Giffi  May 13 

 Sandy Hodson May 18 

 Miriam Whiting May 18 

 Zach Lindner  May 22 

 Patrice Smoyer May 23 

 Joe Belluso  May 24 

 Nancy Cianfrani May 24 

 Alison Pierce  May 25 

 Michelle Clegg May 28 

 Peggy Bicknese May 29 

 Alex Johnson  May 30 

  

  

  

Free is Good 

• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE            HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

May BirthdaysMay BirthdaysMay BirthdaysMay Birthdays    

May 1 
Kenneth Miller (Voltz) 

 
May 8 

Frances de Porter Voltz 
Marion Benson 

 
May 15 

Alan and Effie Stuart 
Joanne Blazejewski 

 
May 22 

Mavis Maropis 
Grace Schmid 

 
May 29 

Ellen Ann Roberts 
The Rev. Scott H. Glidden 

 
 

Altar Flowers can be given each Sunday (except during 
Lent) in memory of or in thanksgiving of a loved one.  

Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar Guild 
Flower Book located on the corner table near the main 
entrance. Envelopes for payment ($45) are next to the 

book.  

 May Altar Flowers  
are offered in loving memory of 



Rector 

The Rev. John W. Symonds 

 sjcrector@verizon.net 
Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 

Luann McIlvaine  
sjcparishoffice@verizon.net 

Christian Education Coordinator 

Beth Sharamatew 

sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net 
Organist 
Jill Lewis 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 

409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 

Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 1pm, Closed Fridays 

Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  
Monday - Thursday: 10:00am – 3:00pm 

1st & 3rd Saturdays each month:  9am - 1pm 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525 
www.stjamespreschool.com  

Vestry Members  - Term 2017 

Laura Harting  
Peggy Leister 

Dick McConnell 
Ron Meacham 

 

Vestry Members - Term 2018 

Judy Benne 

Rob Deitcher 
Jack Edmonds 
JoAnn Mattia 

 

Vestry Members - Term 2019 

Rebecca Barger 
Mary Anne Feeley 

Tom Hudecheck 

Carol Ryan 

Sunday Service Schedule 

7:45am  - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Contemporary 

Nursery care during the 9am and 11am services  
10:00am - Fellowship and Coffee Hour in Bartholomew Hall 

10:00am - Sunday School Classes 

 11:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Traditional 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop’s Visit and Confirmation 

May 22, 2016 

Join us on May 22nd as we welcome our Bishop the Rt. Rev. Edward Lee.    
He will be our guest Preacher and Celebrant at the 9am and 11am services.   

 
Our confirmands for this Spring will receive the Rite of Confirmation from the Rt. Rev. Edward Lee at 
the 11:00 a.m. Rite II Holy Eucharist service. Those who will be confirmed are:  
 

David Brink; Esther Brink; Kate Carango; Hannah Craig; Andrew Giffi; Zach Lindner;  
Nakai Miriyoga; Sharon Ragland; Carly Sharamatew; and Emma Wagner.  

 

Those to be received are 

Diane Brown and Karen Meacham 

 

As the Book of Common Prayer tells us, the Rite of Confirmation is: “…the rite in which we express a 
mature commitment to Christ, and receive strength from the Holy Spirit through prayer and the laying 
on of hands by a bishop.” (from “An Outline of the Faith, commonly called the Catechism,” BCP, p. 
860) Be sure to mark your calendars for this very special day in the life of the parish, as well as for our 
young adults as they re-commit themselves to Our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  


