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Sunday Service  

Schedule 
7:45am  

Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Contemporary 

Nursery care during  
the 9am and 11am service  

10:00am  
Fellowship and Coffee Hour in 

Bartholomew Hall 

10:00am  
Christian Education Classes  

 11:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Traditional 
 
 

Lenten Prayer Service 
Sunday afternoons at 4:30pm 

in the Sanctuary 
February 22 through March 22 

All are welcome 
(see page 2 ) 

 
 

Lenten  
Men’s Bible Study 

Sundays at 10am 
Thursdays at 7:30pm 

(see page 2) 

FROM THE INTERIM RECTOR 

Several years ago, John and I took a vacation to New England, Boston and its 
environs to be specific.  Actually, we stayed across the river at a hotel in Cam-
bridge.  The weather was very pleasant in spite of the fact that it was the mid-
dle of summer, and we walked a lot.  The route from our hotel to Harvard 
Square and the MTA which took us into Boston went past several churches.  
One of them was a United Church of Christ which had one of those signs you 
could post information or messages on.  The week we were there, the message 
on the board was a quote from none other than Gracie Allen, the beloved wife 
and comedy sidekick of George Burns.  The quote read: Never place a period 

where God has placed a comma.  It made me laugh as I recalled her ditzy per-
sona playing against his patient and laconic persona in their insane dialogues.  
I could almost hear her saying it in that funny high-pitched voice of hers. 
 
I’ve seen the quote in other places, but it struck me how appropriate it seemed 
on that church sign.  I don’t know the context in which Gracie first uttered 
those words or why she said them, but they come into my mind from time to 
time, the most recent being this week as I begin to look toward the beginning 
of Lent and forward to Easter.  Never place a period where God has placed a 
comma.  One of the major tasks clergy of all denominations face at this time of 
year is finding different ways to speak about crucifixion and resurrection, and 
all the other events of the last week of Jesus’ life, in ways that honor the cha-
otic and incredible occurrences while holding and cherishing the deep mystery 
of God’s love. 
 
I wonder if something as simple as punctuation can frame the Passion of Christ 
in a way that helps us grasp it anew. 

• As I think about the story: Jesus asking his disciples to do all sorts of 
things like borrow some else’s donkey for him to ride into town on, Jesus try-
ing to tell them what was about to happen and what it meant, Jesus washing 
their feet instead of them washing his…as I think about these parts of the story 
I wonder, were their minds filled to overflowing with question marks? 

• As I think about their fear and uncertainty as they saw him arrested in the 
garden that night and carted off to jail, I wonder what they who had seldom 
been separated from him since they first met him experienced; was it like a 
semicolon, bringing them almost to a full stop? 

(Continued on page 2) 
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THE LORD’S PANTRY  

SHOPPING CART AND  

THE TROOP BOX ARE EMPTY 
 

As I think about their despair on Friday as they 
watched him die and saw his body removed to a tomb 
somewhere by a relative stranger, I feel almost certain 
that it came as a period for them, a full stop; the end of 
him and of all the hopes they had placed in him. 
 
But they were wrong and Gracie was right.  God was 
not finished.  They had to wait three long days to dis-
cover that the period they placed where there should 
have been a comma would eventually yield the excla-
mation point of resurrection!  God was not finished 
then and God is not finished now.  That exclamation 
point waits for you and me as surely as it did for them 
when we finally proclaim that eternal truth Alleluia! 
Christ is risen! 

Robin+ 

 

LENTEN MEN'S BIBLE STUDY 
Men of St. James - thinking about what to give up for 
Lent this year? Why not consider giving up a little bit 
of your personal time, and using it to enrich your spiri-
tual life by participating in a men's Bible study? There 
is no homework, no right or wrong answers, just talk-
ing with other men about a Bible passage and how it 
relates to our lives. Don Harting and Rob Deitcher are 
proud to offer two different programs: 
  
"Discipleship: Being a Man After God's Own Heart" - 
Sundays beginning March 1 and ending Mar 22, 10:00 
- 11:00am (coffee hour), in the church library 
  
"Attitude Adjustment: Down but Not Out" - Thursdays 
beginning Feb 19 and ending Mar 26, 7:30 - 9:00pm, in 
the church library 
  
Sign-up sheets for each session are posted on the bulle-
tin board. Please feel free to contact Don (610-363-
5258 / donharting@verizon.net) or Rob (610-800-
1693 / rwd5k@virginia.edu) with any questions. Hope 
to see you there! 

 

LADIES CRAFT NIGHT 
Come hop on down the bunny trail and join us for the 
next Ladies Craft Night on March  11, 2015, 7-9 pm in 
Bartholomew Hall. Because Easter is just around the 
corner, we will be creating a Burlap Bunny Plaque. 
Because supplies for this craft are better bought in 
bulk, I will have most of what you need to use avail-
able on craft night. Cost is yet to be determined but 
will be under $5.00. Please bring a pair of sharp scis-
sors with you. It will be important to RSVP to Carol 
Ryan at caryan1001@gmail.com or 610-547-9182 to 
ensure that there are enough supplies for everyone. 

Due to the multiple steps involved in this project, there 
will only be time to make one per person. Please let 
Carol know if you would like to volunteer for the 
snack.  
 

LENTEN PRAYER SERVICE 
Sunday afternoons at 4:30pm in the Sanctuary 

February 22 through March 22 

Reflect and create a special time for prayer and medita-
tion during Lent.  Mediation is proven to be an ex-
tremely powerful tool for reducing stress and improv-
ing your mind.  Take some time during Lent to reflect 
on Jesus, open your heart and mind to God in your life 
and learn the life long tool of meditation to reduce your 
stress and rest your brain.  This service will be lead by 
Laura Harting, for more information you can contact 
her at  lbharting@verizon.net or at 610 363-5258.   
 

 

Look Who Is  

Making a Difference! 
Rebecca Barger - 9am Lector 
Rob Deitcher -  9am Lector 

Don Harting - 9am Lector and 
Chalice Bearer 

Jenn Gemmell - 11am Chalice 
Bearer 

Gail Gilbert - 7:45am Chalice Bearer 
Thank you for volunteering to be part of the Sunday 

Ministries 

How Can You Make a Difference? 
We are in need of Greeters and Ushers  

for the 9am and 11am services. 
Contact the Rector or the parish office for 

more information 
 
 

WELCOME NEW VESTRY MEMBERS 
Judy Benne (returning for a 2nd term) 

Rob Deitcher 
Jack Edmonds 
JoAnn Mattia 

WE THANK  THOSE GOING OFF VESTRY 
Rich Carango 

Nancy Cianfrani 
Brook Giffi 
Judy Benne 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE  HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

It is important to notify the Rector or the 
parish administrator (610-269-1774) when 
you or a family member is in the hospital.  
Due to privacy laws, hospitals are no 
longer able to give the church information.   
Please let us know when you are in the 

hospital. Private messages may be left for the Rector 
at 610-873-1065. After hours pastoral emergencies: 
610-306-7059.  Do you need help with meals?  Our 
Ministry of Meals can help.  Contact the Rector, par-
ish administrator or Mandy Watson at 610-518-0399.  

March Birthdays 

 March Altar Flowers   
offered in loving memory of 

 

There are no Altar Flowers during Lent 
 

Altar Flowers can be given in memory of or in thanksgiv-
ing of a loved one.  Please fill in the date you would like in 
the Altar Guild Flower Book located on the table by the 
main entrance.  Envelopes for payment are next to the 

book. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2015  

August 3rd-7th 

9:00-11:30 am 
“Son West” the cowboy/western theme curriculum for 
VBS 2015, is an energetic and activity-filled program for 
children ages 4-12.  We are reaching out to the congrega-
tion to ask for your help as volunteers in the following 
areas: 

• Teens ages 13 through high school and college age, to 
serve as youth counselors 

• Snack leader, to set up and serve treats to the children 

• Game leader, to supervise fun activities  

• Music leader, where the children learn fun songs and 
dance movements; all songs are taught through a pro-
gram DVD and no music experience is needed 

•  General helper, to sign children in each morning, help 
with crafts and other activities where needed 

• All lessons and activities are related to the Bible sto-
ries each day. Everything is prepared and planned for 
you and training is provided.  No special skills are 
needed, just a willingness to work with the kids and 
have fun. 

If you’re willing to help, please talk with us at church or 
call/e-mail us.  Thank you so much for considering this 
important ministry to our children.  Judy Benne: 
sbenne@dejazzd.com  610-350-8437    Gail Gilbert: gail-
susanstuart@gmail.com   484-883-4940   

 

EASTER LILIES & FLOWERS  

FOR THE ALTAR 
You can offer a lily in memory of or 
in thanksgiving of a loved one to be 
place around the altar on Easter Sun-
day. The cost is $15 for one plant 
(please order just one plant and there 
is no limit on the number of names).  
Order envelopes can be found on the 

glass display case in the Chapel or call the parish office. 
Orders are due by March 29 

Bill Barger March 1 

Jeannie Carroll March 1 

Hailey Heurich March 1 

Marilyn Miller March 1 

Linda Coleman March 3 

Robert Ingram March 3 

Marcia Rosenberg March 3 

Sarah Ellis March 4 

Peggy Leister March 4 

Ray Shea March 4 

Robin Martin March 5 

Rita Montgomery March 6 

Gregory Brink March 7 

Emma MacDonald March 10 

Adam Carango March 11 

David Brink March 12 

Chelsea Feeley March 13 

Mackenzie Long March 13 

Rick Crompton Jr. March 14 

Gene Sullivan March 14 

David Torone March 15 

Pete Silvester Jr. March 17 

Dawn Filetti March 18 

Johanna Uggla March 18 

Kelly Feeley March 20 

Rebecca Ward March 20 

Don Harting March 21 

Kyle Mea  March 21 

Isabelle Schweiger March 22 

Mary Pat Rupp March 23 

Hud Voltz March 24 

Rich Bryant March 25 

Kay Miller March 26 

Mary Engel March 27 

Rich Carango March 28 

Charlotte Craig March 28 

Spencer Uggla March 28 

Chet Whiting March 28 

Maria Lewis March 29 

Aidan Rieder March 31 

 

Articles/schedules/announcements for the  
APRIL STEEPLE NOTES  

are due to the parish office by March 10th 



Interim Rector 

The Rev. Robin Martin 
 sjcrector@verizon.net 

Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 

Luann McIlvaine  
sjcparishoffice@verizon.net 

Christian Education Coordinator 
Beth Sharamatew 

sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 

409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 
Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 1pm, Closed Fridays 

Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  

Monday - Thursday: 10:00am – 3:00pm 
1st & 3rd Saturdays each month:  9am - 1pm 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525 
www.stjamespreschool.com  

Vestry Members  - Term 2016 
Bob Yuninger Home:  610-380-7941 
Tim Gemmell Home:  610-431-7174 
Bruce Shipley Home:  215-368-0542 
Matt Wagner Home:  610-873-2419 

Vestry Members  - Term 2017 
Laura Harting  Home:  610-363-5258 
Peggy Leister Home   610-696-5271 
Dick McConnell Home:  610-524-2447 
Ron Meacham Home:  610-269-9352 

Vestry Members - Term 2018 
Judy Benne  Home: 610-286-6141 
Rob Deitcher Home: 
Jack Edmonds Home: 
JoAnn Mattia Home: 

Holy Week Schedule 
Palm Sunday, March 29 

7:45am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Contemporary 
Nursery care during  

the 9am and 11am service  

10:00am  
Fellowship and Coffee Hour in  

Bartholomew Hall 

10:00am  
Christian Education Classes  

 11:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Traditional 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 
7:30pm - Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 
Good Friday, April 3 

Noon and 7:30pm  
Good Friday Liturgy  

 
Easter Day, April 5 

7:45am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Contemporary 
Nursery care during  

the 9am and 11am service  

10:00am  
Fellowship and Coffee Hour in  

Bartholomew Hall 

 11:00am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

Traditional 
 

COME TO THE COUNTRY FOR THE  

32ND ANNUAL ST. JAMES’ AUCTION! 

Mark your calendars for the auction 

Saturday, April 18, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. 
Make sure you use any gift cards, certificates, vacation properties, 
unique experience items, etc. you may have won in last year’s auction 
by the expiration dates (This is important to our donors and also 

makes soliciting them again for this year so much easier). 
 
Check your closets, lofts, and other storage areas for great auction 
items:  Here are a few examples: 
Jewelry, vacation properties, artwork, crafts, unique experiences, bas-

kets filled and empty, antiques, dinner parties, tours, tickets, gift 

cards, the list is endless.  

Donations can be brought to the Church Office during office hours or 

we can arrange pick-up.  Please be sure to give us your name when 

donating so we can personally thank you. Donations are also welcome 

for the popular themed baskets, e.g., car wash coupons for the Man’s 

Weekend Basket, a spa certificate for a Pampered Lady Basket, a bot-

tle of Italian wine for the Night in Venice Basket, etc. Larger dona-

tions (e.g., a new television) are also welcome for the Raffle. 

 
Plan to invite family and friends to the Auction 
Event.  It’s a fun night of fundraising with a profes-
sional Auctioneer who keeps things lively.  There’s 
plenty of great food, beverages and gourmet desserts 
from the good cooks of St. James’. Stay tuned…. 
 
Carol McConnell 

Committee Chairperson 


