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I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation.  

Psalm 118:21 

From Father John 
 

It all began on the evening of Palm Sunday: Confirm not Conform. There we were…thirteen 
disciples of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Some older, some younger. Some who know of 
one another well, and others for whom it was their first time within the confines of St. James’. 
We were there—not to enter into any Passion Play encores—but to begin the process of inten-
tionally thinking about what it means to be an adult follower of Jesus Christ. Confirm not Con-
form, also known as CnC, is the curriculum for our Spring 2016 Confirmation Class for the 
parish’s youth. 
 

Moreover, ten out of the thirteen present were youth! The two vestry members who are assist-
ing with this spring’s confirmation class, Laura Harding and Jack Edmonds, they along with my-
self comprised the minority out of the thirteen. And being in the minority is oftentimes a good 
thing for adult Christians in Western, first-world countries.  (As compared to second-world and 
third-world nations elsewhere, where people typically do not partake in abundance in the same 
way as do ourselves.)  When young people congregate together, and during those few times 
when we who are the adults (whether lay or ordained) are greatly outnumbered, there is often-
times an electricity in the air that is palpable. You can not only see it through individuals’ facial 
expressions, but you can feel the spirit in the room as well.  
 

I sense that, for me, the Easter feeling was coming early this year by having so many young 
people in our midst! It was like a tiny, yet all-powerful Taizé experience. The “movement” that 
began with Jesus’ earthly ministry from the moment of his birth, was begun by a young woman 
who was not any older than some of the confirmands (individuals preparing for the Sacrament 
of Confirmation) in our newly-formed group. 
 

The miracle that is Easter and the subsequent “Easter Stories” that will soon grace the Lection-
ary during Easter Week’s Gospel lessons are stories of human transformation. Through the un-
expected—which is The Resurrection---we now have a renewed hope due to that transforma-
tive event. Jesus’ messiahship now offers us redemption of our sins and the same gift of eter-
nal life through belief in him. 
 

A “well-confirmed” and very seasoned and faithful follower of Jesus Christ said to me recently,  
 “Easter is about God’s goodness toward us, and it is about new life.”     
  
That one sentiment, which is as theologically solid as any thirteen words can be for us who are 
adult Christians, may just be the new mantra for all Confirm not Conform participants. The 

(Rector, Continued on page 2) 
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PROPERTY – CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE 

Our Committee is responsible for providing “Tender Loving Care for the Church of Saint 
James”, if you would like to volunteer to serve on our committee, please give me a call or 
email. Thank you for your continued support.  Tom Hudecheck 484-888-1021 or Tomri-
ta@verizon.net 
 

LADIES CRAFT NIGHT 

Ladies Craft Night on Wednesday, April 13 at 7:30 pm, will find us 
making bracelets using a variety of items, beads, cord, and chain. 
You will be surprised at how easy it is to do. Cost will be for $5.00 for 
2 bracelets. Please use the form on the website to RSVP. If you have 
a particular color of cord or beads that you prefer, please include that 
in the message section on the form. A snack volunteer is needed. 
 

 

BOUNCING BACK 

Dear People of God at St James’: 
Thanks to your generosity, the Bouncing Back program is now strong enough to be able to 
help children of divorced parents on the other side of the world. During March we sent one 
package containing four age-appropriate books to help children near the city of Melbourne, 
Australia; and another package of four books to help kids near Sydney. The requests came to 
us through our online ordering page: http:// bborderpage.blogspot.com/. How the Australians 
discovered us remains a marvelous mystery. We do know, however, that postage of $22.50 
per package was paid by anonymous donors from St. James’ Church, who also filled out the 
customs declaration forms. Thank you for your support! 
 

In His Service, 
Don and Laura Harting  
 

BOOK CLUB 

Members of the church book club are busy reading Halt at X, a novel by local author, Sally Ann 
Simms, who will attend their May 13 book blub meeting.  The Book appeals to horse loves and 
lovers of literary suspense fiction, and we look forward to knowing all about the author and her 
successful novel. 

HOSPITALIZATION REMINDER  
It is important to notify the rector or parish administrator when you or a family member is in the hospital.  Due to privacy 
laws, hospitals are no longer able to give the church information.   Please let us know when you are in the hospital. After 
hours pastoral emergencies, our rector can be reach at 610-314-5482.   Do you need help with meals?  Our Ministry of Meals 
can help.  Contact the parish administrator or Mandy Watson 

Prayer of St. Chrysostom is so beloved, I believe, because of the very relatable, “that when 
two or three are gathered in his Name, you [Jesus] will be in the midst of them.” Because of 
that energy and spirit during our first CnC gathering aforementioned, a new Easter Story could 
very well be taking shape. One word to a person, and we can recite the Easter mantra that has 
just been gifted. Both individually and corporately. Both older and younger coming together. 
Both male and female, sharing jointly…all in the hope of discovering more about Jesus’ trans-
formational presence in the world. Therein lies the power of Jesus Christ’s body-on-earth, the 
Church. Let us be an Easter People this season…and always! Alleluia, alleluia Jesus Christ is 
Risen Today!  

Fr. John+      



3 

 

 

HOW CAN I HELP? 
Want to make a donation to the auction, but wonder what you can give? Donate part of a basket! The baskets we 
auction off every year are very impressive, but even the best of them is made up of smaller items . . . a bottle of 
wine, a book, a gift card . . .  
 

And speaking of gift cards, your auction committee is especially interested in gift cards from local stores and 
shops (think Kohl’s, Macy’s, Marshall’s, Home Goods, Lowe’s, Home Depot, Michael’s, A.C. Moore, Bed, Bath 
and Beyond, Barnes and Noble, JoAnn’s Fabrics, Designer Shoe Warehouse, etc.). Sports donations are good, too . 
. . game tickets, golf balls, tennis balls, you get the drift! Every bit helps! 
 

Also on the auction wish list: materials for a car washing / detailing basket, and a donation to a tool box – to say 
nothing of donations of tools to put inside! 
 

This year we have been blessed by several donations of very elegant Christmas items, including Christmas choris-
ters by Byers! Proceeds from the sale of the Christmas items will go to programs for the young people of the par-
ish. 
Questions? Call Carol at 610-524-2447 or e-mail her amanuensis at sgtmac69@verizon.net. Thanks! 
 

DO YOU LIKE TO BAKE? 
We need volunteers to help with providing desserts for the night of the Annual Auction.   

Think BITE SIZE, think MINI gourmet desserts 
Some ideas……. 

Mini eclairs, cheesecakes, cupcakes, bite size cookies, bar cookies, tarts, 
chocolate dipped strawberries, your favorite dessert in bite size……. 
 

This is a great way to help with the auction even if you are unable to attend, Contact Luann McIlvaine to 
volunteer or for more information.  lpmcilvaine@gmail.com or sjcparishoffice@verizon.net 

Invitations have been mailed!   
Call the parish office if you did not received one.   
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Happy Spring from all of us at St. James Preschool!  Spring has definitely sprung at 
the preschool.  Just look around at the beautiful spring artwork covering the halls—

we banished all of the snowmen at this point.  Throughout March we celebrated lit-
eracy by bringing our favorite books to share and inviting our Moms, Dads and 
Grandparents to come in as VIP readers.  To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day we had a 
mischievous leprechaun running around dropping gold coins which led to a pot of 
chocolate gold for us to enjoy!   Our Pre-K children had an exciting month including 

Pre-K graduation photos (they just look so adorable in their caps and gowns!).  We finished up the 
month with our Easter Parties, Egg Hunt on the playground, and a visit from our furry friend the Easter 
Bunny!  We were also lucky to have a parent workshop from our friends at Theraplay to discuss child 
development, the services they offer and answer any questions parents might have. 
 

April has lots of fun things on the calendar as well.  Our Pre-K students will have their Milky Way Farm 
field trip and experience their first school bus ride in preparation for kindergarten next fall.  The field trip 
teaches children all about farm animals, how the cows are milked at Milky Way (with a close up obser-
vation of the amazing milking robot!), and finishes off with a hayride and fresh ice cream treat!   We’ll 
also be holding our St. James Trike A Thon to benefit St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  Through this pro-
gram our students learn all about bike safety while earning money to help children that need it most.  
We will enjoy a puppet show about the Tooth Buddies and learn how to care for our teeth.  Also in April 
we are hoping to have lots of sunshine and time to play on our great playground!  
 

We have limited openings for our September 2016 school year if you have not yet registered your child.  
We also have begun registration for our fall Mommy and Me Programs.  Please give a call for more in-
formation! 
 

Happy Spring! 
Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla 

 

 

We have had some bad luck with the rainy weather and once again the shop was 
flooded twice in a week. Our first occurrence was during the day while the staff was 
there and we had to close the shop in order to shop vacuum the floor. It was seeping 
in at quite a rate so that I needed assistance. Luann came down to help and emptied 
the heavy vac while I held the nozzle to suck up the water alternating between two 
shop vacs. It was overwhelming so we then called Jack our sexton to assist and fin-
ish the job. Thank you so much!!  A day later we had additional water only this time it 

was muddy water and Jack had a lot more to deal with to remove it. Thank you to Don Vivian for help 
Jack.  Once again we were closed. We had lost a few items that were on the floor but luckily we have 
kept our seasonal clothes in Rubbermaid buckets in the storage room which also got affected. Will keep 
you informed to the progress and remedy. 
 

On a lighter note we are fast approaching an early Easter and selling our bunnies and baskets in a time-
ly fashion. By the time you read this we will have dispensed with winter clothes and will prepare for the 
Spring season. 
 

Last week our purging continued with Sam and Judy Benne tackling our very long toy shelf. There were 
so many toys without all their parts and pieces that needed to be discarded as well as toys that were 
unsellable. Now you actually have a clear view of all the games and puzzles. Trashing the VHS tapes is 
a continuous process as well. Unfortunately we still get quite a bunch of them left on our doorsteps. 
 

We are still in need of a driver to Paoli’s Palm Tree to pick up items and bring them to St. James on 
Mondays around 1:00 or 1:30. We have three wonderful volunteers and they could use a back –up. 
Please call us if you are available. 
 

Thank you for all your assistance. 
Anna Filoromo 
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 Adam D'Andrea  April 1 

 Nathaniel Belluso April 2 

 Patty McCue  April 2 

 George Fritze Jr  April 3 

 Tony Pierce  April 4 

 Andrew Lindner April 6 

 Gerry Frank  April 7 

 Jason Kirk  April 7 

 Jason DiOttavio  April 9 

 Debbie Harnsberger April 9 

 Delaney Craig  April 11 

 Lori Engel  April 11 

 Florence Vivian  April 11 

 Lloyd Pettit  April 12 

 Laurel Glidden  April 13 

 Ron Renzulli  April 13 

 Lew Sibley  April 13 

 Tom Umile  April 13 

 Andrew Giffi  April 14 

 Roman Pierce  April 16 

 Alex Tyner  April 16 

 Esther Brink  April 17 

 Dorothy Plank  April 17 

 Scott Settle  April 17 

 Ed Dazio  April 19 

 Dave Feeley  April 19 

 Gail Yuninger  April 20 

 Katie Teears  April 23 

 Laura Harting  April 25 

 Carl Grashof  April 26 

 Barbara Holden  April 26 

 Sue McIntyre  April 28 

 Helen Larson  April 29 

 Maddie Heurich  April 30 

 Victor Wallace  April 30 

  

Free is Good 

• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE            HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

April BirthdaysApril BirthdaysApril BirthdaysApril Birthdays    

April 3 
Paul Feeley 
Sara Schmid 

 
April 10 

Robert & Ilse Hudson 
Bobbie Carpenter 

 
 

Altar Flowers can be given each Sunday (except during 
Lent) in memory of or in thanksgiving of a loved one.  

Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar Guild 
Flower Book located on the corner table near the main 
entrance. Envelopes for payment ($45) are next to the 

book.  

 April Altar Flowers  
are offered in loving memory of 



Rector 
The Rev. John W. Symonds 

 sjcrector@verizon.net 
Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 

Luann McIlvaine  
sjcparishoffice@verizon.net 

Christian Education Coordinator 
Beth Sharamatew 

sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net 
Organist 
Jill Lewis 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 

409 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335 

Monday  - Thursday: 9am to 1pm, Closed Fridays 

Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  
Monday - Thursday: 10:00am – 3:00pm 

1st & 3rd Saturdays each month:  9am - 1pm 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525 
www.stjamespreschool.com  

Vestry Members  - Term 2017 

Laura Harting  
Peggy Leister 

Dick McConnell 
Ron Meacham 

 

Vestry Members - Term 2018 

Judy Benne 

Rob Deitcher 
Jack Edmonds 

JoAnn Mattia 

 

Vestry Members - Term 2019 

Rebecca Barger 
Mary Anne Feeley 

Tom Hudecheck 

Carol Ryan 

Sunday Service Schedule 

7:45am  - Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Contemporary 

Nursery care during the 9am and 11am services  
10:00am - Fellowship and Coffee Hour in Bartholomew Hall 

10:00am - Sunday School Classes 

 11:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Traditional 

Welcome to Deep Sea Discovery Vacation Bible School 

July 11-15, 2016  
5:30-8:30 pm (with a light dinner provided) 

Get ready to dive into a life-changing adventure that leads kids deeper into God’s love! At Deep Sea 
Discovery kids will participate in the large-group excitement of Celebration Reef, experience God’s 
Word at S.S. Discovery, learn ways to serve others at E.C.H.O. Sea Sub, explore the mysteries of the 
sea through crafts and science at Curiosity Cavern, and enjoy snacks and games at Pelican Pier. 
There’s even a place for little puddle jumpers at Tide Pool Playland! 

Along the way, kids will explore the depths of the Bible using five dive markers to guide them. Through 
Deep Sea Discovery, they will resurface knowing that God is with them wherever they go! 

Your kids won’t want to miss this adventure! 

Cost is a non-refundable $15 per child ($30 max per family) for St. James’ Church members and 
$20 per child ($40 max per family) for Non-members.  Space is limited! 

Secure their place on the dive team!  Visit our website for a copy of the registration form and mail it in or 
drop it off by May 31, 2016. 

For more information, contact Beth Sharamatew, Christian Education Coordinator: 
sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net 


