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September 2014September 2014September 2014September 2014    
Dear Lord, help us to be aware of the talents you give us  

and to look for ways to use them to serve you. Amen.  

From the Interim Rector... 
I don’t know about you, but I hate the fund-raising periods that our local Public Radio and Public 
Television stations have every spring and autumn…and sometimes in between if the need arises.  
On the radio, which I mostly listen to in the car, it means that I can tune in for the news on my 
way home in the afternoon and spend almost the entire time it takes to get home listening to the 
endless babble of people from the station trying to convince people like you and me to give and 
give generously so that the service we’ve come to expect can be maintained.  The television ap-
peals are even more irritating.  Special programming that’s never offered the rest of the year is 
suddenly available to entice us to tune in, and then it’s interrupted by seemingly interminable 
“babbling” breaks to seek our donations.  And, in addition to asking us to help pay for all the won-
derful programming we receive during the year, we are also tempted by gifts that are in direct re-
lationship to how much we give.  The question for me ends up being: How many WHYY mugs 
can my cabinets hold, and how many WHYY golf umbrellas do I really need? 
 
It also gets me to wondering how many people might feel the same way about the fall stewardship 
efforts that are the practice in so many churches, including St. James’ Church in Downingtown.  
You know what I’m talking about, that sinking feeling of “here we go again…and I don’t even get 
a St. James’ Church mug or umbrella to add to my WHYY collection out of it!” 
 
Many years ago, much to my surprise and amusement, I was listening to one of those driving 
home breaks on the radio one afternoon when one of the babblers was Terry Gross from the inter-
view program Fresh Air.  What was so amusing is that she went from the usual babbling to rant-
ing.  She went on and on about how aggravated she gets when she’s forced to annoy rather than 
edify the people who like to listen to her show, and how demeaning it feels to spend all that time 
“begging” people to give in support of a service they both enjoy and depend upon.  I so identified 
with how she was feeling. 
 
As I think about it, there is a fair bit that all so called non-profit organizations share with regard to 
funding their operations.  Each have overhead that must be covered: salaries for staff, facility 
maintenance, and all sorts of practical operational costs.  Most non-profits also have missions and 
programming that gives life to that mission to fund.  And all non-profits depend on support from 
those who value their mission and what it accomplishes. 
 
I got to thinking about all this recently: the aggravation of the process itself, the position of being 

(See Rector on page 3) 
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HOSPITALIZATION REMINDER  
It is important to notify the Rector or the parish administrator (610-269-1774) when you or a family member is in 
the hospital.  Due to privacy laws, hospitals are no longer able to give the church that information.   Please let us 

know when you are in the hospital. Private messages may be left for the rector at 610-873-1065. After hours 
pastoral emergencies: 610-306-7059.   

Do you need help with meals?  Our Ministry of Meals can help.  Contact the Rector, parish administrator,  or 
Mandy Watson at 610-518-0399.  

GOT FURNITURE? 
We are in the process of refurbishing the High School Sunday School classroom to be more teen friendly, and we 
need your help.  Teenagers spend a lot of their life in classrooms during the week.  On Sunday they tend to thrive 
in a setting that is a little more laid back.  That’s why we’re looking for the following items: 

• SOFA - gently worn, relatively clean and not too big 

• COMFORTABLE CHAIRS – two or three, gently worn, relatively clean and not too bulky 

• SIDE TABLES – two or three, not too big 

• COFFEE TABLE – not too big 

• TABLE LAMPS and FLOOR LAMPS 
 
Remember this room is used by teenagers so the furniture needs to 
be sturdy!  If you have any of these items that you think might be suitable and you would like to donate, please 
notify the office at 610-269-1774 or email Beth Sharamatew at sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net   Beth will arrange 
to come by and see if what you have is suitable.  Please DO NOT BRING ITEMS TO THE CHURCH until some-
one has said they will work.  There is absolutely no place to store bulky things and the room itself still needs to be 
emptied.  Questions and comments may be addressed to Beth or Robin. 
 

 

COME AND CELEBRATE 
We have been blessed this summer to have the band Forever Endeavor play at the services 
when our organist Jill Lewis is on vacation.  It’s made for a great mix of traditional and 
contemporary worship.  We will take the opportunity to celebrate this collaboration and the 
ministry of Forever Endeavor over the summer and for many years now at the 9 o’clock 
service through the school year. 
 

As a “newcomer” I can tell you that this parish is blessed by a rich musical life at both  
services.  Most places don’t have the variety available here.  So join us at the Coffee Hour following the last  

9:30 A.M. service of the season on September 7 for a special THANK YOU! RECEPTION for the band.   

Questions and comments may be addressed to Robin. 
 
 

DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE UPDATE 
"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." Rev 3:22 

Your Discernment Committee continues to meet weekly on your behalf.  We have been blessed with wonderful 
candidates and are in the process of site visits and second interviews.  Please continue to pray for us as we con-
tinue to listen for the Lord’s voice in our search. 
 

 
Robin’s sermons are now available online.  Just go to our website at www.stjameschurch.ws 

and click on the BLOG link  
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in the role of the “askee” and/or the “asker,” and the fact that the process needs to be entered into time after time 
after time as long as the organization exists.  Many years ago a parishioner at the Church of the Advent in Hatboro 
said a very helpful thing to her fellow parishioners in her stewardship witness one Sunday. Teri O’Shea said, “I 
opened the Stewardship letter and the attached tithe to the tithe suggestions.  I’ll be honest; my first thought was 
“Wow! 10%, that’s a lot to ask.”  But then I thought, well, who’s asking?  The stewardship committee?  They’re 
just acting on behalf of God, this community and the people we serve.” 
 
On behalf of God, this community and the people we serve.  In the church, the reasons for giving are very simple: 
Gratitude to God for all our blessings, care for the community in which we are nurtured and sustained and compassion for 
the needs of the world.  I am grateful to this day for Teri’s clarification about this. 

          Robin+ 

(Rector, Continued from page 1) 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 
The Book Club meets at Panera Bread  in Exton ( the Giant shopping center on Swedesford Road) the third Friday of 
each month at 11am.  New members are always welcomed. Contact Peg Leister at peggyleis@aol.com for more 
information. We will be reading the following books: 
September 11: Defending Jacob by Landay  **Note date/location change - meeting at the home of Susan Edmonds 

October 17:  The Dinner by Herman Koch 
November 21:  Ella, Minnow, Pea by Mark Dunn 

DO YOU ENJOY THE COFFEE SERVED AT COFFEE HOUR  
and most St. James' functions?  The coffee is Juan Ana coffee from San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala.  It is raised 
and harvested by independent families as a means to self-sufficiency.  Through a human development pro-
gram, farming people are given land to produce their own food as well as the cash crop of coffee.  The climate 
and soil are perfect for growing the best of coffees. The money donated at coffee hour allows us to purchase this 
coffee and support these hard-working people.  This wonderful coffee can be purchased for your own use - or 
for a lovely gift.  It is available in regular ground, regular bean, or dark roast bean and comes in an attractive 17 
ounce bag for $10.  If you are interested, contact the parish office during business hours or Barbara Monaghan.  
Read more about the Friends of San Lucas as they carry on the legacy of Fr. Greg Shaffer at 

www.sanlucasmission.org.  

ACOLYTES NEEDED!! 
We are in great need of more acolytes for our 9am and 11am services.  You can volunteer to acolyte if you are 8 
years old or older. (Any and all ages welcome) No need to worry that you won't know what to do, we promise to 
show you the way! We will be hosting a special coffee hour tour on Sept 28th for all interested.  The more volun-
teers we have, the more rotation we can have in the schedule so please consider volunteering to be an acolyte or 
encouraging your child to join.   
 

For more information, please content Jenn Gemmell (tjgemmell@gmail.com) or Jenn Wagner  
mjsewagner@gmail.com). 

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING MEETING 
The Daughters will be meeting the third Wednesday each month at noon in Bartholomew Hall.   
Bring your lunch and join us for prayer, discussion, and fellowship.  A wonderful opportunity to 
learn more about who we are and what we do for St. James’ 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

September 14 at all services 
Kids (and adults) bring your backpack to church and Robin will bless it  

with a special prayer. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2014 
 VBS 2014 was a huge success, thanks to our fabulous volunteers and the 38 energetic, enthusiastic chil-
dren who attended this year! 
 
 Each morning began with an opening skit, presented by senior counselors Marisa D’Andrea and Alex 
Schmidt.  Marisa has been volunteering for at least 7 years, and she kindly drove all the way home from college in 

Maine to continue that tradition.  Robin Martin, our interim rector taught two of the Bible 
story lessons in her gentle way and the children listened intently, especially when she in-
troduced them to our chapel and sanctuary. For some of the children, this was their first 
time in a church setting. Nancy Cianfrani and Lee Edmonds, two long time devoted volun-
teers (7 plus years!) prepared and presented delicious snacks.  The kids gobbled theme re-
lated goodies like “Lazarus wraps” (pretzel rods wrapped in fruit roll-ups) and mini-bagel 
“life preservers” spread with cream cheese and decorated with carrot strips.  These repre-
sented God’s life-saving love for us.  Beth Sharamatew and Barb Monaghan supervised 
the popular games station, while introducing/reviewing the Bible stories each day.  Judy 
Craig, our general “helping hands”, worked the check-in table (along with Barb and Beth), 

helped with snacks, and cheerfully assisted wherever she was needed.  Gail Gilbert once again led the creative 
crafts station.  Among other projects, the children made Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego night lights, kazoos, 
and “He is risen” pop-up crafts. Judy Benne taught several of the Bible stories and the fun songs each day.  As 
always, Luann McIlvaine faithfully and cheerfully supported us all whenever needed.  Last but not least, we want 
to thank Martin Price, sexton, for his help throughout the week. 
 
 We couldn’t have had VBS without our wonderful junior counselors.  In charge of small groups of chil-
dren, they assisted the kids with all activities throughout the morning.  Kate Carango and Carly Sharamatew have 
been devoted counselors for three years and we were delighted that Hannah Craig and Simone Smith join us as 
junior counselors for the first time this summer. All four girls were former “campers” for many years before being 
promoted to counselors.  Last, Payton Kuhn and Will Bellano, cousins and friends of church members joined us, 
and we were very grateful for their service as junior counselors.  
 
 Finally, we also want to express our sincere appreciation to the congregation of St. James’ Church.  With 
your generous donations of many school supplies and money to purchase backpacks, we were able to load ten 
backpacks full of school supplies and donate them to “The Lord’s Pantry”. They will then be distributed to chil-
dren in need in the Downingtown community. 
 
 So you can see that many hands contributed to the success of Vacation Bible School 2014! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Judy Benne and Gail Gilbert  

VBS Directors   

 
 

ALTAR GUILD FALL GATHERING - 2014 
Please join us for our Fall Gathering 

Saturday, October 25 at 10:00 AM in Bartholomew  Hall 
 

Share breakfast with your fellow Altar Guild Members.   
Following breakfast there will be a brief meeting to discuss new procedures,  

the up coming holidays, and other concerns of our group.   
We will also be offering training for new members and a refresher for current members.   

 
RSVP to Judy at 610-269-4319 or 610-716-6605 

Email – judycraig1572@verizon.net 
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HIGH 5 SOCCER FOR PLAYERS WITH SPECIALS NEEDS 
Who:  Any player from 5-19 years old  

Where: Fellowship Fields, 275 Fellowship Rd.,   Chester Springs 
When:  1 hour each weekend in September &  October; time/day TBA 

Registration is FREE to all participants 
 

Go to www.GEYASoccer.org for info and to register. 
 

UPDATE ON FREE BOOKS OUTREACH 
Our free books outreach now has a name. “Bouncing Back” was chosen to empha-
size our desire to foster resilience among children of divorced parents. Using money 
donated by members of St. James, we have purchased 400 new books for free distri-
bution. Orders have been slow this summer, so we have plenty of inventory. Mem-
bers of St. James can help by spreading the word about the existence of Bouncing 
Back, and by praying for the kids who are reading the books we send.  For more in-
formation contact Don Harting at donharting@verizon.net 

GARDEN UPDATE 
Just an update on what has been harvested for the food bank from all  the 

hard work of watering, weeding, harvesting, filling the water barrel, etc. by 
our volunteers.   So far we've given over 87 pounds of veggies to the Lord’s 
Pantry!!  A new crop of lettuce, green beans and beets have been planted.  

Thanks to Wanda Bryant and all her volunteers  and thanks to Jack Mea for faithfully delivering the produce and 
other donated food items to the Lord’s Pantry each week. 

CHANGE SOMEONE’S LIFE!  

AND SEE HOW IT CHANGES YOURS! 
The Volunteer English Program in Chester County will sponsor a three- session training workshop for those who 
wish to tutor English as a second language to an adult immigrant or refugee.  The workshop will be held at Cal-
vary Lutheran Church, 730 S. New St., West Chester, on Monday Sept. 15, Wednesday, Sept 17, and Monday 
Sept. 22 from 10am to 1pm.  For more information about this exciting and rewarding volunteer opportunity or to 
register for the workshop, contact 610-918-8222 or visit the website at www.volunteerenglis.org 

““““SMILE”SMILE”SMILE”SMILE”  Did you take a family photo this summer?  – email a copy (as an attachment) to the par-

ish office so we can update your picture for our online church photo directory and membership database.  
sjcparishoffice@verizon.net 

 
We are once again updating our membership database – if we are missing any family 

information, we will be sending you an email (or calling).  Please help by replying 
with the requested information.  Thanks 

STEEVES CHAPEL CHAIRS 
We have ordered additional chairs for Steeves Chapel, and this means there are new opportunities to dedicate a 
chair (or more than one) . Every chair dedicated will be marked with a plaque. Forms for the text of the plaques 
are available on the glass display case in the back of the chapel, and each chair is available for a donation of $250 
(plaque included). 
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Free is Good 
• Free first order of checks* 

• No annual fee VISA® Debit Card 

• Quickly and conveniently pay bills online 24/7 

• Make one-time payments /schedule regular automated  
        payments 

Call 484-691-DNB1 or visit dnbfirst.com. 

DNBFIRST BANKING SINCE 1860   Member FDIC 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, ESQUIRE                                   JOY L. VALANIA, ESQUIRE 
JANET J. SATTERTHWAITE,  ESQUIRE  HEIDI T. NOVINO, PARALEGAL 
 

HUDSON L. VOLTZ, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Small Business ~ Family Law ~ Estate Planning & Probate ~ Real Estate Law 
THE LAIRD PROFESSIONAL BUILDING                                  610-518-9500 
110 HOPEWELL ROAD, SUITE 200                                  Fax 610-518-5316 
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335-1047             E-mail: voltzlaw@comcast.net 

Mr. Voltz is a member; serving the St. James’ Community  
for Real Estate, Family, Business and Estate matters for the past 20 years 

Greetings to the St. James Family! 
 

It’s that time again…Back to School!  St. James Preschool is pleased to be welcoming 
over 113 families to our school—101 traditional preschool students and about 12 
mommy and me program students.  The teachers have been busy readying their class-
rooms and planning for a fun-filled year.  We are so excited to be welcoming back our 
returning students and meeting some new little ones as well and getting our fabulous 

staff back together again.  This year we welcome two new teachers to our program, Jennifer Arraya and Hope 
Latch, excellent additions to the St. James Family! 
 

We’ll be busy in September getting to know each other, making new friends, and of course diving into all kinds of 
fun projects.  Paintbrushes will be flying, scissors will be cutting, and crayons will be creating.  We will be check-
ing out books from our library, singing songs, baking, and having all kinds of new experiences.  We are looking 
forward to good times on the playground. 
 

Mark your calendars now for our Fall Outgrown Sale on Saturday, October 4 from 8am-12pm.  Wonderful bar-
gains are to be had on baby and children’s clothing, equipment, toys, books, videos/dvds, maternity clothes, etc.  
Don’t miss it!  A portion of the proceeds goes to support St. James Preschool PTO. 
 

We still have a few limited openings in our My Time Program for 2 ½ to 3 ½ year olds (Wednesdays at 9:05), our 
Mommy and Me Toddler Talk programs (Tuesdays or Wednesdays at 10:20), our  Tuesday/Thursday 2 1/2ers and 
our MWF PM 3/4s class.  If you would like to register your child or would like more information, don’t hesitate to 
give us a call. 
 

Happy Back to School Everyone.  Please remember to drive carefully not only in our parking lot, but in your 
neighborhoods as well—keep our community’s children safe! 
 

Sincerely, Suzanne Diodato and Johanna Uggla 

We hope everyone had an exhilarating summer and is looking forward to a seasonal 
change. The shop has been quite warm and muggy and the workers are anticipating cool 
breezes and fall weather. We have had numerous sales to attract customers and the half 
price sales bring in many looking for bargains.  Saturdays have been very successful this 
summer. People surveying the neighborhood for yard sales are making an additional stop 
at St. James’ and making many purchases. 
 

Our end of the summer season is upon us and by the time this news reaches you we will already have had our 
summer bag sale blowout. Most likely an additional week with a reduced bag sale price will certainly clear out the 
shop. This will give us the opportunity to bring out our Halloween supply of decorations and costumes. We will 
display these items early in September to coincide with retail businesses selling their stock. 
 
We have had some problems with our vacuum cleaner and Martin (our sexton) has been kind enough to repair the 
slipping belts. It is quite annoying and we hoped a vacuum cleaner would be brought into the shop that is in good 
working order. Lo and behold the Meacham’s donated a sweeper to us.  Thank you!!   
Once again thank you for your continued support. 

Anna Filoromo 
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September Birthdays 

Deadline for the October issue of the   

Steeple Notes is due September 10th.   

Please submit articles and calendar events 

to the parish office via email  

sjcparishoffice@verizon.net 

  Bob Edge  September 1 

 Bennett Rieder September 3 

 Bill Kirk  September 6 

 Lauren Kety  September 7 

 Vic Adams  September 8 

 Kim Lindner  September 8 

 Jenn Gemmell  September 9 

 Jennifer Harding September 11 

 Sam Wagner  September 11 

 Liz Wagoner  September 15 

 Matt Wagner  September 16 

 Mandy Watson September 16 

 Mary Anne Feeley September 17 

 Tom Roberts  September 17 

 May Hiltebeitel September 18 

 Ryan Ellis  September 19 

 Jean Lee  September 19 

 Benjamin Price September 19 

 Clifford Shellhase September 19 

 Ben Gerhart  September 22 

 Bob Yuninger  September 22 

 Shannon Rieder September 23 

 Brooke Giffi  September 25 

 Connor Ryan  September 27 

 Judith Sibley  September 27 

 Timmy Heurich September 28 

 Mary Seibert  September 29 

 Jim DiOttavio  September 30 

 September Altar Flowers are  
offered in loving memory of 

 

September 7 
Jack Edmonds, Sr. 

William E. Hiltebeitel 
 

September 14 
Sidney A. Christianson 
Bernard A. Wisser 
Doris Yearsley 

 

September 22 
Gertrude Lyman 

 

September 28 
Edward Schmid 

 
 

Altar Flowers can be given in memory of or  
in thanksgiving of a loved one.   

Please fill in the date you would like in the Altar Guild 
Flower Book located on the table by the main entrance. 

Envelopes for payment are next to the book. 

Support Group Meetings   

In Bartholomew Hall  
Monday     7:00pm       Monday Message Open AA 

Tuesday: 8:00pm NA 

1st Tuesday of month   8:00pm    District AA 

Friday: 8:00pm AA and Al Anon 

Saturday: 6:30pm AA 

Congratulation to another one of our 

members graduating from High School  
James Smith 

West Chester East High School 
West Chester State University 

Majoring in English 

THE LORD’S PANTRY  

SHOPPING CART AND  

THE TROOP BOX ARE EMPTY 
Please remember to bring donations on Sunday 



ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL  

SEPTEMBER 21 - 12:30pm 
JOIN US FOR FUN, FOOD, AND FELLOWSHIP 

(Location: back parking lot) 
Bring family and friends and join us for a fun filled afternoon.    

What should you bring?  A main dish, salad, side dish, dessert, or  
beverages (water, juice, ice tea, lemonade) 

Don’t want cook?  Helping hands are always needed.   
You can volunteer to help with set up/clean up.   

Contact Tim Gemmell or the parish office for more information. 
Please RSVP to the parish office or the sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin so we know how many 

will be attending and what dish you are bringing.    

Last Sunday for the Summer Service Schedule is September 7th 
7:45am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:30am Holy Eucharist, Rite II Traditional 

Nursery Care: during the 9:30am service  

Fellowship and Coffee Hour in Bartholomew Hall following the 9:30am service 

 

Kick-Off  Sunday - Return to 3 Services and Sunday School on September 14th 
7:45am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

 9:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Contemporary Music 
Nursery care during the 9am and 11am service  

10:00am Fellowship and Coffee Hour in Bartholomew Hall 
10:00am Christian Education Classes  

 11:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II Traditional Music 

Rector 
The Rev. Robin Martin, Interim Rector 

 sjcrector@verizon.net 
Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 

Luann McIlvaine  
sjcparishoffice@verizon.net 

Christian Education Coordinator 
Beth Sharamatew 

sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net 

Parish Office ~ 610-269-1774 
Monday : 10am - 3pm 

Tuesday – Thursday: 9:00am – 3:00pm, Closed Friday 
 

Thrift Shop  ~ 610-873-7812  
Monday - Thursday: 10:00am – 3:00pm 

1st & 3rd Saturdays each month:  9am - 1pm 
 

St. James Preschool ~ 610-269-0525 
www.stjamespreschool.com 

 

Vestry Members  - Term 2015 

Judy Benne  Home: 610-286-6141 
Rich Carango  Home: 610-518-0399 
Nancy Cianfrani Home: 484-341-8051 
Brooke Giffi Home: 610-594-2712 

Vestry Members  - Term 2016 

Bob Yuninger Home:  610-380-7941 
Tim Gemmell Home:  610-431-7174 
Bruce Shipley Home:  215-368-0542 
Matt Wagner Home:  610-873-2419 

Vestry Members  - Term 2017 

Laura Harting  Home:  610-363-5258 
Peggy Leister Home   610-696-5271 
Dick McConnell Home:  610-524-2447 
Ron Meacham Home:  610-269-9352 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES START ON SEPTEMBER 14 

Classes are held at 10am on Sunday mornings for children ages 4 and up.   
Families will be receiving a letter in the mail or an email with registration information 
your child(ren).  The curriculum this year will be Weaving God’s Promise for grades P-
K- 3rd and Living the Good News for grades 4th  - 6th.   Our Sunday school teachers are 
a special group of people! They regularly  give of their time and talents to spend a brief 
hour each week offering spiritual training to the youth of our parish. Please contact our 
Christian Education Coordinator, Beth Sharamatew at sjcsundayschool2@verizon.net for 
more information or if you would like to volunteer to help with Sunday School.   

Date h
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